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Man charged in city girl’s kidnapping 


By Sue Loughlin 
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A Terre Haute teen-ager missing since 
October has been found, and a man has been 
arrested on a charge of criminal confinement 
with a deadly weapon. 

Alicia Elmore, 17, was found by city 
detectives Wednesday morning inside a 
home at 322 S. 13% St., just blocks from her 
home. 

At approximately 10 a.m., Detectives Greg 
McCoy and Joe Newport executed a search 
warrant at that address and found Elmore. 


Bill J. Snt W o on S. 13%, was 
arrested on-the-criminal-confinement charge 
and remains in Vigo County Jail under 
$250,000 bail, no 10 percent allowed. 

Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk would only 
acknowledge that Elmore was found, an 
arrest Mee, made and that the deadly weapon 
was a 

“That’s “a that will be released tonight,” 
he said Wednesday. 

Police had warrants to search four homes 
owned by Benefiel on South 13% Street, 
Loudermilk said. Items were taken from 
several of the homes as evidence, Loudermilk 


. said, but he would not elaborate. 


Joan Marshall, Alicia’s mother, said 


Absa oy was “the most beautiful day of 
life ... She’s alive and OK, and that’s 

what we rayed for.” 

She kaid her daughter is physically OK — 
“A lot confused, but she’s OK,” Marshall said. 

Marshall said police advised her not to 
comment on her daughter's disappearance. 

Marshall said McCoy went to her place of 
employment Wednesday morning to tell her 
Alicia had been found. She first saw her 
daughter at Union Hospital, where Elmore 
was taken for observation. 

“She was glad to see her mom,” Marshall 
said of the emotional reunion. 

Elmore was home Wednesday night, where 
she visited with family members she had not 


seen in four months. 

“I can’t tell in words what I feel inside,” 
Marshall said. 

Elmore, a student at South Vigo High 
School, disappeared the night of Oct. 10 
when she went to buy a soft drink for her 
ailing mother at a gas station at 13th and 
Ohio streets. 

She had been missing since then. Police 
first treated the case as a runaway, but later 
determined she did not fit the pattern of a 
runaway and search efforts were intensified. 

Police followed up on leads to Florida an | 
Illinois. Family members distributed posters 
throughout the city and the country. ^, 


Loudermilk fears for woman 


after 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The disappearance of an 18-year- 
old Terre Haute woman missing 
since Jan. 26 may be connected to 
a 17-year-old girl held captive for 
four months in the attic of a 
southside home, city Police Chief 
Gerald Loudermilk said Thursday. 

The 17-year-old, Alicia Elmore, 
was found Wednesday by «city 
oer 183 ld, Delores J, Well 

e 18-year-old, Delor S 
of 1229 S. 18th St., may be dead, 
Loudermilk said. He would not 
elaborate. 

He said detectives had talked 
with Elmore, but would not say if 
she led police to search for Wells in 
an area west of West Terre Haute 
known as Snow Hill. 

Referring to Elmore and Wells, 
Loudermilk said police had been 
searching for two missing girls 
before Wednesday. 

“Now we're searching for the 
second one,” he said. “We don’t 
know if she’s alive.” 

Police canvassed Snow Hill from 
about 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Thursday. 
Residents who routinely drive four- 
wheel-drive vehicles there were 
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City and state police using dogs 
and a helicopter searched for Wells 
until dark Thursday, but found 
nothing. They are to continue 
searching today. 

The search began wedr agay 
after police arrested _ Bill 
Benefiel, 30. of 322 S. 13% St. He 

as been charged with holding 
Elmore against her will in his 
home. : 

She had been abducted Oct. 10 
when she went to buy a soft drink 
for her ailing mother at a gasoline 
station at 13th and Ohio streets. 

Benefiel remained in the Vigo 
County Jail under $250,000 bail, 
no 10 percent. He may make a 
court appearance today. 

Bail for Benefiel was originally 
set at $50,000, but was increased 
by Circuit Judge Robert H. Brown 
after detectives asked that it be 
“adjusted in accordance with*addi- 
tional information.” 

Brown declined to say Thursday 
what that additional information 
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was. 

Loudermilk said police will try to 
obtain more warrants to search 
three houses owned by Benefiel on 
South 13% Street. Police on 
Wednesday found hidden tunnels 
and compartments in three of 


of city teen-ager 


Benefiel’s four houses there. 

Loudermilk said detectives con- 
fiscated a lot of evidence in the 
tunnels and homes, but would not 
identify what the evidence was. 
Three of the homes are occupied, 
and one is being remodeled. 

Wells disappeared as she walked 
home from her  sister-in-law’s 
South 17th Street home. A 
bloodhound trailed Wells’ path 
from that house to her house, 
where the trail stopped with no 
trace of a struggle or criminal 
activity. 

Her step-father, Al Hagen, said 
Thursday that he didnt think 
Wells knew Benefiel and would not 
have left with him voluntarily. 

Hagen said last week that he 
feared Wells was in trouble and 
didn’t believe she would leave 
home on her own. 

“I don’t think she knew him at 
all,” Hagen said. 

When police found Elmore on 
Wednesday, her mother, Joan 
Marshall, said it was the most 
beautiful day of her life. 


But Wells’ family’s hope of a- 


Jappy ending is fading. 
“ e 


7 
dont know. whats hap- h 


pened. We were just told to sit and 
wait,” Hagen said. “Right now, we 
don’t have much hope.” 
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The home where city eo 
found Alicia Elmore on Wednes- 
day was almost completely 
furnished with stolen goods that 
were turned over to the owners 
Friday, as police continued sorting 
evidence found at homes owned by 


Bill J. Benefiel 


He has been charged with 
holding Elmore captive at 322 S. 
13⁄2 St. for four months. Detective 
Sgt. Joe Newport said additional 
charges are pending against 
Benefiel, 30, of 316 S. 13% St. 


“It’s definitely stolen property, 
no question it’s stolen property,” 
Newport said. 


Police have been indentifying 
evidence since Elmore was found 
in Wednesday’s search. Newport 
said the furniture and tools were 
stolen from Sally Bemis’s home 
about a year ago. 


Richard Bemis and Robert Hoc- 


Cr. megad Cr 


tor were allowed to claim the 
property after police identified 
and photographed it. Bemis said 
his and his sister’s property was 
worth more than $12,590. 


Four pickup-truck loads of 
furniture and carpentry tools were 
carted away as detectives in- 
spected trash bags and other 
evidence in the backyard of 322 S. 
13% St. 


Benefiel owns two houses on the 
east side of that street. A house 


owned by his mother sits between - 


the two houses. Benefiel lives two 
houses from the home where 
Elmore was found. He also owns 
another directly across the street. 


All of his homes are fenced in. 
About 15 dogs are kept behind the 
eastside houses. 


One of Benefiel’s dogs, a 
Doberman pinscher, bit Detective 


nals (wy) 


home was 
stolen goods 


Kevin Mayes on Thursday as he 
and other detectives searched the 
area. The dog is being checked for 
signs of rabies. 


Benefiel’s neighbors said the 
dogs had caused disruptions in the 
neighborhood. 


Benefiel’s wife, Marilyn, isn’t 
well known by her neighbors. She 
and Benefiel have three boys ages 
eight, one and three months. 


“They were very private peo- 
ple,” one neighbor said. 


Several women who live near 
Benefiel’s home said they had 
never seen Elmore there. They 
said they learned she was living in 
their midst when police found her. 


The secrecy of Elmore’s living 
arrangement and her relationship 
to Benefiel worries them. 


“Wouldn’t it you if you lived 
alone?” one asked. 


By Cheryl Bickel i . 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Police are trying to get a heat-seeking 
sensor that would determine if the body 
* ofa missing Terre Haute woman is buried 
in rural Vigo County. 

City Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk 
said authorities dont know whether 
Delores J. Wells, 18, of 1229 S. 18th St. 
is alive or dead. She has been missing 
since Jan. 26. 

City and state police and private 
citizens have canvassed the county since / 


Wednesday, but have found no sign of the 

missing woman. The search began in 

western Vigo County and was moved to 
several southern county areas Friday. 

The heat sensor would be housed in a 

` helicopter and would be flown over rural 

areas where a body could be buried 


without easy detection. If a body is 
buried, decomposition heat would be 
detected by the sensor, Loudermilk said. 

Federal and state police are trying to 
locate a 3ensor for the city’s use: 

The search began Wednesday morning 
after police found another missing 
woman, 17-year-old Alicia Elmore, alive 


$ 


in a house at 322 S. 13% St. Elmore was 
found in a storage space in a suspended 
ceiling. 

She follan sheas Pro pele 
captive by Bill J. efiel, who for four 
months repeatedly raped and physically 
abused her. 

Benefiel, through his attorney, Thomas 
C. Newlin, claimed in court Friday that 
he has done nothing wrong, that Elmore 
was in his home because she wanted to 
be and that he has never seen Wells. 

Police are not saying what leads them 
to believe Wells’ disappearance is linked 
to Elmore. Loudermilk said Thursday 
there may be a link. 

Wells’ family has said she didn’t know 
Benefiel and would not have left with him 
willingly. 

A confidential informant tipped police 
that Elmore was inside the house. 

Benefiel, 30, who owned three houses in 
the 300 block of South 13% Street, 
including one at 322 S. 18% St. where 
Elmore was found, has been charged with 
holding her captive. 

Benefiel’s_address.was.first given as 
322. He said Friday in Vigo County Court 
Division 5 that his address is 318, but his 
atoms said afterward that the address 
18 = 4 $ 

Police have cordoned off the houses and 
have confiscated evidence found in plain 
view, in hidden compartments and tun- 
nels underneath the houses. 

Elmore has been interviewed by city 
detectives. 

Searches for Wells continued Friday 
with no results. 

As with Elmore, Loudermilk said police 
are treating the Wells case as a missing- 
person investigation. 

“Were hoping for [Wells] to turn up 
alive,” he said. “But we’re looking on the 
other hand, too.” 
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Bill Benefiel was trying to help Alicia 
Elmore when he let her live at a house he 
owns at 322 S. 13% St., Benefiel’s attorney, 
Thomas C. Newlin, said Friday, disputin 
city detectives’ contention Benefiel hel 
Elmore captive and raped her repeatedly. 

Newlin, basing his assertions on his 
investigation of Benefiel’s actions, said any 
sexual acts between Elmore and Benefiel 
were voluntary. 

She was free to leave Benefiel’s house at 
any time — and did so — but she always 
returned, and continued to stay there until 
“Wednesday when police found her in a 
storage space in a suspended ceiling, 
‘Newlin said in an interview with the 
Tribune-Star. She was not hiding because 
she feared Benefiel, but because she did 


not want police to A her and return her 
to her home, Newlin said. 

“It was her suggestion to hide there,” 
Newlin said. “Because thats where she 
wanted to be [in 7 
Benefiel’s house] and 
she did not want to be 
found.” 

But at a probable- 
cause hearing Friday 
in Vigo County Court 
Division 5, police said 
Elmore told them she 
had been abducted at 
gunpoint by Benefiel, 
robbed, taken to a 
garage in the area, 


BENEFIEL 
and then moved to the 322 S. 13% St. 


house. It was Benefiel’s initial court 
appearance. 

Alicia said that in the four months she 
was raped repeatedly and_ physically 


abused,” Detective Greg McCoy said in 


con 


court. She was “in a quite nervous state” 
when found, he said. 

Elmore had been missing since Oct. 10, 
when she left home to buy her mother a 
soft drink. It was that night that she met 
Benefiel and accepted his offer of help after 
she initiated a conversation between them, 
Newlin said in the interview. 

“The evening she disappeared is the 
evening she approached my client,” Newlin 
said. “Bill Benefiel was under the im- 
pression he was helping the girl.” 

Newlin said Benefiel Behi food to 
Elmore and did not restrict her from 
leaving the house. The two sometimes left 
the house together, and sometimes she left 
alone, but always ‘returned. 

Newlin said Elmore was seen outside the 
house during the four months she was 
considered missing. He would not identify 
phe saw her, or- where or when they saw 


“She had ample opportunity to leave, 


ntion 
z rape 


and she elected! to stay, and wanted to stay“ against Benefiel. 


there,” Newlin said. “My client denies any 
forcible sex, any rape, nothing was forced 
upon her.” 

Benefiel was surrounded by detectives 
Friday as he was led to and from court. . 

Judge Dexter L. Bolin refused to lower 
Benefiel’s bail of $250,000, no 10 percent p 
allowed. Newlin asked that bond be 
reduced to its original level of $50,000, 
appropriate for a possible charge of 
criminal confinement. 

But Vigo County deputy prosecutor 

Barbara Brugnaux objected: “Your honor, 
there are potential charges of rape here — 
multiple counts of rape.” Bolin said he was 
making no probable-cause finding about 

e, but “under the circumstances here” 
let t bail at $250,000. 

Bolin ruled that police had probable 
cause to arrest Benefiel. Vigo County 
prosecutor’s personnel have three workin 
days to determine the charges to be fil 


) He remained at the Vigo County Jail on 
Friday. Detective Joe Newport said more 
charges in connection with stolen property 
are pending against Benefiel. 

_ Newlin said after Friday’s hearing that 
Benefiel didn’t know about the stolen | 


oo collects supplemental social 
security and welfare. He and his wife also 
work odd jobs, Newlin said. 

“They're very frugal, hard-working peo- 
plea Newlin said. - 

While Elmore lived two doors down from 

per efiel’s family residence, and next door 

is mother, none of them knew she was 
there, Newlin. said. 

“Billy’s very distressed about all this,” 
Newlin said. “He’s just very distressed, 
very upset a | doesn’t know why all this 
has happen 
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The wife of a man accused of 
holding 17-year-old Alicia Elmore 
captive for four months contended 
Saturday that her husband neither 
held the teen-ager against her will 
nor raped her. 


Marilyn Benefiel, wife of Bill J. 
Benefiel said she knew fer nearty 
three months that Elmore was 
living at 322 S. 13⁄2 St with Bill 
Benefiel. She said she saw Elmore 
and Benefiel in the house watching 
television Dec. 19. Mrs. Benefiel 
said she and Elmore exchanged 
greetings. Mrs. Benefiel left and 
never returned. 


“I was jealous, I really was,” she 
said. “But he said, ‘I’m not in love 
with her and she needs a place to 
stay.’ ” 


Bill Benefiel is being held in the 
Vigo County Jail in lieu of $250,000 
bail, no 10 percent. Police say he 
abducted Elmore at gunpoint Oct. 
10, held her captive and raped her 
repeatedly during the four months 
palike considered her missing. 

Mrs. Benefiel, 30 said her 
husband often “cruised” Wabash 
Avenue. He was driving a 1977 
yellow Camaro the night of Oct. 10 
when he met Elmore and she 
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“Me and my kids always went 
cruising with him except for this 
particular night,” Mrs. Benefiel 
said. “He was cruising when he 
picked her up” at 13th and Ohio 
strects. 


Mrs. Benefiel said her husband 
told her that Elmore yelled for him 
to stop, began crying, told him she 
could not go home and had no 
where to go. 


“He said I’ve got a house you can 
stay at,” Mrs. Benefiel said. 

Benefiel had lived at 322 S. 13% 
St. several months before meeting 
Elmore, but the couple were not 
el ae divorce, Mrs. Benefiel 
said. 


“He’s nervous, and I’ve got babies 
cutting teeth and they’d scream,” 
she said. “He’s nervous and the 
kids make him nervous.” 

She said he saw his family each 
morning and night, spent holidays 
and several nights with them while 
Elmore lived with him. Nothin 
changed, except that he live 
apart, she said. “He never changed 
toward me,” she said. 

“He made love to me all the time, 
just like always, he never stopped,” 
she said, adding that she Woubts 
her husband raped Elmore. 


Mrs. Benefiel said her husband 
told her that if she knew of the 


captive 


probléms Elmore was having that 


Mrs. Benefiel also would have 
offered help. 
“He’s naive, he'd believe 


anything anybody’d tell him,” Mrs. 
Benefiel said. “Somebody could 
talk him into doing anything.” 

Mrs. Benefiel said in their’ 12 
years of marriage, Benefiel never 
harmed his family. They have 
three large dogs and one time had 
sick puppies. Benefiel cried when 
the puppies were in pain, Mrs. 
Benefiel said. 

“So I know he couldn’t hurt a 
human being, I know he couldn't,” 
she said. ‘I knew him better than 
anyone else.” 


Mrs. Benefiel said when she first 


met Benefiel she knew she would i 


marry him. - 


“] knew the day I met Bill that 


he had a problem,” she said, 
declining to say what that problem 
was. “He said then that there are 
things I could do that might hurt 
you, but I wouldn’t do anything in 
the world to hurt you.” 


She said she vowed then that she 
would never leave Benefiel, despite 
Elmore’s presence in the home. 
Mrs. Benefiel has visited her 
husband in jail. “He cried to me 
|Friday| night,” she said. “| He said| 
I eae hurt nobody, all I was, was 
a fool.” 
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City police have evidence linking 
a teen-ager’s suspected captor to 
the disappearance of another teen- 
ager, Police Chief Gerald 
Loudermilk said Monday. 

Police suspect „Bill Je Benefiel, 
captive 
Alicia Elmore, 17, who had been 
considered missing since October. 
He also may be connected to the 
Jan. 26 disappearance of Dolores 
Wells, Loudermilk said. 
“Basically, I think that’s what 
we've been trying to prove all 
along,” he said. 

Police have released little in- 
formation about why the believe 
Benefiel is involved in Wells’ disap- 
pearance and won't likely change 
that practice, Loudermilk said. 

“We have sufficient evidence, 
and now we're sifting through it to 
prepare our case that will be tried 
in court,” he said. “Were not going 
to try it in the newspapers and on 
television and on the radio the way 
his attorney seems to want to do.” 

Finding Wells soon is crucial to 


MoUs 


aid. 

sat he [Benefiel] did have her hid 
out somewhere feeding her every 
now and then, I wouldn’t want it on 
my conscience that I didn’t do 
everything in my power to find out 
where she is rather than let her lay 
out there „and die of starvation or 
exposure,” Loudermilk said. 

Police intensified their search for 
Wells, 18, of 1229 S. 18th St. since 
last Wednesday, when they found 
Elmore hidden in a ceiling storage 
space inside a house owned by 
Benefiel at 322 S. 13% St. 

Police continued Monday to re- 
lease to owners stolen items found 
in two of Benefiel’s South 13% 
Street houses. Detective Sgt. Joe 
Newport said charges jnvolving] the 
stolen property are pending 
against Benefiel 

Benefiel is expected to be formal- 
B charged this week with halding 

lmore captive. He has been hel 
in the Vigo County Jail in lieu of 
$250,000 bail since “ie arrest. 


is alive, í 

said, adding that : 
Montes of of her survival decline t 
daily. Police will continue their - 
2 Re the-clock search for her, he « 
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More stolen property was found 
Tuesday at the home of a man 
accused of holding a teen-ager 
captive and who is possibly linked 
to another teen-agers disap-- 
pearance, which has touched off an 
intensive search. 

City police acting on a search 
warrant found the stolen property 
in homes owned by Bill J. Benefiel 
in the 300 block ‘of South 18⁄2 

treet. - 


“We're looking for specific items, 
and if necessary we will get more 
search warrants,” Police Chief 
Gerald Loudermilk said Tuesday. 

Loudermilk would not confirm 
reports that furnaces were among 
the property found. 

Benefiel is expected to be formal- 
ly charged this week with holding 
17-year-old Alicia Elmore captive 
for four months until Feb. 11, when 
her whereabouts had been reported 
to police. Benefiel has been jailed 
pines that day in lieu of $250,000 


ail. 
City police also say Benefiel is 
possibly linked to the disap- 
T e Delores Wells, 18, who 
¿failed to return tn her home at 1229 
_S..18th St. amdan. 26. 


Police continued their search for 
Wells as a search party of more 
than 50 people organized at the 
home of Wells’ mother and step- 
father, Al and Margie Hagan of 701 
S. 18th St. 


Loudermilk said he had heard 
about the search party and found 
no problem with it. 

“We need all the help we can 

get,” he said. 
' Family, friends and strangers 
joined the search at about 3:30 p.m. 
` But five hours later, Al Hagan 
said, “We didn’t find anything 
tonight, but we’re not quitting.” 


“We would like to ask people who 
have four-wheel-drive vehicles and 
three-wheelers to help us out on 
Saturday,” Hagan said. 

He hoped to have an announce- 
ment later this week about where 
and what time the search would 
begin Saturday. 

eas to be searched include 
rural Rosedale, Green Valley mine 
area in western Vigo County, 
Crystal Lake on the northside of 
Terre Haute, Mount Pleasant area 
in southeastern Vigo County and 
the Fowler Park area. 

Jim Ketner, 44, of Terre Haute, 
who assisted Tuesday’s search, 
said he didn’t know the family, but 
wanted to help. 

“I heard it on the news and I’m 
laid off. I have time.” His son, 
Daniel, 23, was with him. 
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A woman has told city police that 
she was raped nearly 10 years ago 
in the southside house where_Bill 
J. Benefiel is accused of holding a 
teen-ager captive for four months. 

Benefiel may be a suspect in 
other rapes and acts of confinement 
that have occurred in the past 10 

ears, Police Chief Gerald 
oudermilk said Wednesday. 

Benefiel is expected to be ar- 
raigned at 9 a.m. today in Vigo 
County Superior Court Division 1 
on charges of criminally confining 
17-year-old Alicia Elmore. 

Imore was found handcuffed 
Feb. 11 in the attic of the same 
house at 322 S. 131% St. where the 
woman told police she had been 


raped. 

Loudermilk said Benefiel may 

also be formally charged wit 
burglary. 
Loudermilk said there were 
similarities in the previous cases 
and the Elmore confinement. He 
would not identify those 
similarities. 

Police also suspect Benefiel is 
linked to the disappearance of 
Delores Wells, 18, who failed to 
return to her home at 1229 S. 18th 
St. on Jan. 26. 

Police, family and volunteers 
continued Wednesday to comb 
areas of the county, hoping to find 
a clue to Wells’ whereabouts. 

Wells’ mother, Margie Hagan, 
spent about 10 hours searching 
areas- in northern and southern 
Vigo County on Wednesday. 

We thought we had found 
something in the Mount Pleasant 


decade ago at Benefiel house 


area and the police came and 
helped us dig, but it was nothing,” 
she said. “I just feel like I have to 
know — one way or another.” 

Hagan said the search would not 
ston until she knew something. 

e and her husband, Al, have 
asked propertyowners in the rural 
areas who ae have empty or 
abandoned building’ to check those 
structures. 

“Maybe there is a chance she 
could be found in an old farm 
building,” Al Hagan said Tuesday. 

The Hagans are asking for 
volunteers with four-wheel-drive 
vehicles and three-wheelers to join 
in a search party scheduled for 
Saturday. The targeted areas in- 
clude old mines in Vigo and 
surrounding counties. Hagan will 
announce later this week a gather- 
ing place and time for the search 
party. i i 
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Accused rapist 
identified in ’79 
kidnap-assault 


By SUSAN CRITTENDEN “ A 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 2 7 7 7 

Terre Haute, Ind. — A Terre Haute woman 
told police Wednesday she was assaulted in 
1979 in the same house where Bill J. Benefiel 
allegedly held a local teen-ager captive for 
more than four months. 

Terre Haute Police Chief Gerald W. Louder- 
milk also said Benefiel matches the descrip- 
tion of a man who abducted and raped two 
other local women in the period from 1978 to 
1980. 

On Wednesday, police brought the victim of 
a 1979 rape to the South 13% Street address 
where Benefiel allegedly held 17-year old AH- 
cia Elmore at gunpoint and repeatedly raped 
her over a four-month period. Police, acting on 
a tip, freed her last week from an upstairs 
crawl space in Benefiel's home. 

The victim of the 1979 rape, who was not 
identified, told police she recognized the house 
where she had been held in a dungeon-like 
excavated area. 

In addition to a strong resemblance be- 
tween the composite drawing of the suspect in 
the 1978-80 rapes, Loudermilk said there is 
“a marked similarity in the method used in 
the Elmore case.” 

“We had a series of women who were 
abducted off the street, confined and raped in 
1978, 1979 and 1980. The women were blind- 
folded, too. We are dealing with the same M.O. 
(method of operation), said Loudermilk. 

Loudermilk said two _of the rape victims 


Dr -Ah = 
Xen 


DONO? CIRC JLA T 


have identified Benefiel as the 
man who raped them. 


He also said there could be 
physical evidence of those 
crimes “in the mass of stuff 
we're now sifting through that 
came from the houses." 


Police searched several 
houses owned by Benefiel and 
uncovered a significant amount 
of what detectives believe is sto- 
len property. 


Loudermilk said authorities 
will first concentrate on the 
more recent charges against 
Benefiel before they pursue the 
earlier cases. 


“This time, we're aiming our 
prosecution at the case we have, 
the Elmore abduction. 1 think 
charges will also be filed on the 


breakins and stolen property,” 
the chief said. i 


Police also suspect Benefiel is 
responsible for the disappear- 
ance of another local teen-ager, 
Delores Wells, Loudermilk said. 
Miss Wells has been missing 
since Jan. 26, when she failed to 
return home from a meeting. 


But Loudermilk said detec- 
tives are waiting for lab tests to 
be completed on evidence taken 
from Benefiel’s houses and from 
Miss Wells’ home. 


“There could be additional 
charges filed at a later date,” 
Loudermilk said. 


Benefiel’s arrest has cleared 
_up dozens of past burglaries, po- 
lice have said. Police also believe 
Benefiel can be linked with nu- 
merous previously unsolved 
Terre Haute crimes. 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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The man suspected by police of confining and 
raping a Terre Haute teen-ager — and possibly of 
committing other crimes — appeared in a crowded 
courtroom Thursday. 

At least 40 law-enforcement officers, reporters, 
courthouse employees, relatives of the defendant 
_and suspected victims, and other spectators filled 
the Vigo Superior Court Division 1 courtroom and 
watched as Judge Michael H. Eldred told Bill J. 
Benefiel, 30, he could be sentenced to up to 370 
years and fined up to $80,000 if convicted of all 
eight charges against him. 

enefiel is charged with one count of criminal 
confinement, two counts of criminal deviate conduct 
and five counts of rape. 

All the charges list 17-year-old girl Alicia Elmore 
as Benefiel’s victim. The crimes allegedly took place 
between Oct. 10 and Oct. 30. 

“The investigation is still continuing,” Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler said after the court session. 

Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk said after the 
court session that his department’s investigation 
into what Benefiel may have done probably will 
take several more weeks. 

“Basically, what we're doing now and have been 
the last two or three days is doing a lot of research 

. attempting to couple with some of our older 
cases to get as many cases as we can tied in with 
this character,” the police chief said. 

Police said earlier that Benefiel may be linked to 
the still-unsolved Jan. 29 disappearance of Delores 
Wells, 18, of 1229 S. 18th St. 

Loudermilk also said Thursday, “I think in 78, 
"79 and I think ’80 ... we had a three-year span 
there that we had the same thing happen to three 
different women ... all five of these women [lived 
then] basically close to the suspect.” 

| Asked about why his department is looking at 
those cases, Loudermilk said, “We definitely know 


our out of the five were grabbed and confined in- 


` the same manner that Miss Elmore was, so why 


wouldn’t we look Bock? — 


iel could face 
ars on 


‘onviction 


Loudermilk said he was not trying to clean all the 
unsolved cases out of his files and pin them on 
Benefiel. 

“When we say something, we want to make sure 
we can prove it with our evidence,” he said. 

Benefiel previously had Thomas C. Newlin as his 
defense attorney. But Newlin withdrew from the 
case Thursday. 

Newlin’s motion to withdraw says he was hired 
with borrowed money to represent Benefiel on a 
possible charge of criminal confinement. The 
charges filed Thursday are “of a substantial degree 


more complex and time consuming than the 
antic charge of criminal confinement,” and 
Benefiel has no other source from which to borrow 
money, the motion says. 

Benefiel claimed in court Thursday that he does 
not own any real estate on South 13% Street, 
contrary to previous reports. He said he has the use 
of only one house, through his mother-in-law. 

In answer to questions by Eldred, Newlin said his 
retainer was $3,500, of which $2,800 is left. Eldred 
said the $2,800 would be turned over to the court 
and used to ay the county for some or all of the 
services of Daniel L. Weber, one of the county’s 
public defenders. Weber was not available bor 
Sepmen gihe eang 

ail for Benefiel was increased Thursday t 
$400,000, no 10 percent, and he was returned z the 
vièt Coupty Jail pending further court proceedings 
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By Cheryl Bickel J $ reo 2 1 198] 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A composite drawing of a man suspected 
in 1979 of abducting and raping a Terre 
Haute woman resembles Bill J. Benefiel, 
who city police suspect abducted, raped and 
held captive a 17-year-old girl from October 
1986 through Feb. 11. 

“The suspect [Benefiel] and the composite 
are very, very much alike,” Police Chief 
Gerald Loudermilk said. 

Police would not release the drawing to the 
media on Friday. 


1979 r 9 rape suspect resembles Benefiel | 


wae Oe remains in the Vigo County 

Jail in lieu of $400,000 bail, no 10 percent. 
Police are trying to link him to the 
disappearance of Delores Wells, 18, of 1229 
S. 18th St. She has been missing since Jan. 
26 and remains the target of an intense 
search by police and volunteers. 

Publication of the composite did not result 
in any arrests in 1979, but a newspaper 
photograph of Benefiel’s house last week 
sparked that victim’s memory 

She told city police that aie was taken to 
Benefiel’s South 13% Street home, chained 
to a mattress and raped five times. 

A Terre Haute Star story dated July 6, 
1979, and written by J. Blaine Akers, now 


a deputy ipo autor in Vigo County, said the 
woman was abducted at puapii from her 
southside Terre Haute home by a man 
peninga nylon stocking over his head. She 
was taken to a house with a dirt-floor 
basement, chained to the mattress and 
raped. Her head and body were shaved. 

After being raped, she was taken to 
northwestern Vigo County near the Green 
Valley area, where she was left tied naked 
to a tree. 

The woman escaped and tried to find help 
at a nearby residence, but the owners did not 
answer. She took a rug from their front porch 
to wrap around herself and walked to Green 
Valley where she, was helped by some people 


camping there. 

Loudermilk said other rapefabdugtion 
cases over the past few years have 
similiarities to Benefiel’s suspected method 
of operation. But police are concentrating on 
compiling evidence against Benefiel in his 
suspected role as Elmore’s captor and Wells’ 
abductor. 

Their top priority is proving his involve? 
ment to Elmore, Loudermilk said. Second 
priority is proving Benefiel’s involvment to 
Wells, and third is linking him to unsolved | 
crimes, Loudermilk said. 

“There could be some charges filed at a 
ase date on some of our older cases,” he 
said. 
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By Cheryl Bickel Ts FEB 2 - pa 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The chilly air circling Vigo County’s winter- 
worn hills was chilly and unfriendly Saturday. 
It bore the scars and roars of rough-terrain 
vehicles and the hopes of hundreds of people 
searching for Dolores Wells. 

Many searched for a girl they didn’t even 
know. And will again today. 

Wells, 18, of 1229 S. 18th St. has been missing 
since Jan. 26. Hundreds of people in the Terre 
Haute area have volunteered to search for 
Wells. 

Among them was a hardened news reporter 
who laid down his pen to search alongside 
people who have never seen Wells or known she 
even existed and alongside her family — who 
want to see her smile again. 

Her cute arance has Proneht home two 
grertlingk ly o ifferent realities — heinous crimes 
can and do happen here, and yet this is still a 
place where neighbors help neighbors. 

“I'm thinking, what if I had a daughter or a 
sister out there in the same predicament,” Ed 
Henson, 55, said quietly as he scanned the 
countryside near Snow Hill. “I have six.” 

Hensen doesn’t know Wells or her family. He 


H ndre ds hel, 


Hats. dU) E Oe e'll be back to 
help them today. 

“Binieieenieies i come berdi pleasure, and this 
is an emergency,” he said, explaining why he'll 
give up his weekend to search. “I could think 
of a lot of things for leisure, but I can do that 


later.” 


The search turned up a pair of blue jeans, a . 


bracelet and other assorted items, but Wells’ 
stepfather and mother gave no indication that 
any of it might be hers. Police declined 
comment. 

Roger and Jenny Samm and four of their 
friends sent their children to babysitters, loaded 
up their three-wheelers and joined the search. 
They, too, have never met Wells or her family. 

“We care.” Roger Samm said. “Just trying to 
help out.” 

ud covered the vehicles as they roared up 
and down the muddy hills. It covered the 
searchers, too. Many had dug into dirtpiles 
thinking they might be shallow graves. 

They studied search lists handed out that 
morning. They looked for old mining areas, 
trees no more than five feet apart, silver duct 
tape or empty spools, tire tracks with narrow 
front tread and wider back tread, mounds of dirt 
and secluded, tree-lined areas. They came back 
with amazing amounts of detail about bits of 


Search for girl | 


éF94) 


kin 
ible evidence they found. a 

They looked for a large hot pink jacket, a red» 
sweater vest, white blouse with a tie, blue je 
and white high- -top tennis shoes. 

They found little but a shared interest in 
finding something — anything — to sey taj 
Wells’ whereabouts. 

“I can’t tell all you people how ich 1 
appreciate your help,” Margie Hagan, Wells’ 
mother said, near tears. “It may not do anys 
good, but by golly we're trying.” 

Helping them try was Alicia Elmore’s brother... 
Police say the Elmore girl was abducted, held 
captive and raped by Bill J. Benefiel. They're. 
trying to prove he is also responsie for Wells’ 
disappearance. : 

“Alicia, she’s doing fine,” said her brotliées 
Dan Batchelor, 23. “She’s talked to the 
detectives and she’s trying to help them. And 
theyre trying to help out the search party, 
trying to help them do everything that they can 


Wells’ family simply wants to know what 
happened to the happy child they called Baby. 
The search begins at 9 a.m. today in the Ci ye 
Hall parkin ng lot. 

“We would like to find her. I hope she’s alive” 
Wells’ stepfather Al Hagan Said; “We want to 
know where she’s at.” 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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The long, painful search may be over. 
‘Today, a pathologist will determine if a 
body found southeast of Terre Haute is that 
of Delores Wells, 18, of 1229 S. 18th St. Wells 
has been missing since Jan. 26 when she 
walked away from a relative’s South 17th 
Street home. 

-Family and close friends believe they have 
finally found Delores Wells- 

“I know it’s my baby,” Wells’ mother, 
Marge Hagan, said at her home Sunday. 

Mrs. Hagan said the family was contacting 
other relatives Sunday night and did not 
want to be interviewed, although they will 
have a statement at a later time. 

“At least now she can rest in peace,” a 
tearful David Wells, Delores Wells’ husband, 
said at the site of a grave found by searchers 
earlier Sunday. 

'.The grave was found by members of a 
search party about 11:30 a.m. Sunday in a 
wooded area north of Springhill Road and 
east of Canal Road. 

`: Karen Kaperak, who had searched with 
David Wells in West Terre Haute earlier in 
the day, praised the courage of the family. 
*“I think they [family members] are to be 
praised. It took a lot of courage and a lot of 
strength to ask people for help,” she said. 


v 


` ý R 3 _ Tribune-Star/Bob Poynter 
Grave site: A woman’s nude body was found buried in this four-foot grave. 


understand why.” 

Police and private citizens began canvass- 
ing the Vigo County Feb. 11, the day 
detectives found 17-year-old Alicia Elmore in 


Kaperak, who knows relatives of David 

Wells, participated in the searches. 
“Everybody says it won’t happen to me, but 

then it happens,” Kaperak said. “I don’t 


coun’ 
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a house at 322 S. 13% Street in a storage 
space in a suspended ceiling. 

Bill J. Benefiel, 30, has been charged with 
one count of criminal confinement, two 
counts of criminal deviate conduct and five 
counts of rape in connection with Elmore’s 
confinement. 

Police, who linked Wells’ disappearance to 
that of Elmore’s, conducted extensive 
searches using dogs and state police 
helicopters. 

Later, Wells’ family organized several 
search parties in an effort to locate the 
missing woman. This weekend, hundreds of 
persons volunteered to search the Snow Hill, 
Green Valley Mine and other rural areas 
both Saturday and Sunday. 

The location of a grave brought “sorrowful 
relief” to those who had been joined together 
in the search for the missing 18-year-old, 
Kaperak said. 

Strangers came with their four-wheel 
drive and rough-terrain vehicles to help the 
family locate the missing woman. 

Al and Marge Hagan believe their 
daughters disappearance- is linked to 
Benefiel. They believe she was kidnapped 
and held in the house where Elmore had 
been held for four months. 

Kaperak said the Hagans were determined 
to continue until they found something. 

“It takes a lot of courage,” Kaperak said. 
Now, at least, “the worry and wonder has 
been relieved.” 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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State investigators hope to de- 
termine today if a body found ' 
Sunday in a wooded area northeast) 
of the Springhill Road railro 
crossing southeast of Terre Haute 
is that of Delores Wells, missing 
since Jan. 26. - 
A group of volunteers that had“ 
been searching for Wells found- 
freshly turned soil about one-half- 
mile from Springhill Road about 
11:30 a.m. Sunday and immediate- 
ly notified Indiana State Police. 
ISP investigator Don Bosc dug 
about four feet before uncovering a 
knee, Terre Haute Police Chief 
Gerald Loudermilk said Sunday 
evening. 
_ Bosc and other police officers, 
including Loudermilk, dug around 
the knee and eventually uncovered 
the nude body of a white female, 
_ aged 18-25, Loudermilk said. Wells- 
was 18. < 
Loudermilk said the body was 
not bagly decomposed and the. 
woman’s hands were tied. 
- He would not say what, if- 
anything, had led the volunteer 
search party to that particular ` 
area. Searchers had combed that 
wooded area previously and came 
within yards of the shallow grave. 
__ “We were searching all over the 
ary he said. “It was an act of 
God that they found that body,” - 


ody found 


-~ The b Taken late Sunday 
fterneon to Indiana University 
Medical Center in. Indianapolis 
where forensic pathologist John 
Pless will perform an autopsy 
today. Results of his tests are 
ted today. 
avid Wells, husband of the 
sing woman, had arrived at the 
scene to join in the search when 
members of the search party 
emerged from the wooded area 
with news of the discovery. 
Wells had spent Sunday morning 
searching in an area near West 
Terre Haute, and arrived with 
friends at the Springhill site. He 
said he wasn’t positive, but “had a 
good idea” the body was that. of his 


wife. 

Looks of grief on the faces of the 
Wells’ stepfather, mother, and sis- 
ter, all of whom stood nearby being 
comforted by friends, seem to 
support that premise. 

ells disappeared Jan. 26 as she 
walked home from her sister-in- 
law’s South 17th Street home. 

Police believe Bill J. Benefiel, 30, 
being held under $400,000 bond in 
the Vigo County Jail in connection 
with the abduction of 17-year-old 
Alicia Elmore, may be linked to the 
Wells case, but refused to say 
anything that might establish a 
positive link. 

Benefiel is being charged with 
one count of criminal confinement, 
two counts of crimial deviate con- 
duct and five counts of rape in 
connection with Elmore’s reported 
abduction and confinement. 
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Tribune-Star Staff ot the lf 


The body of a nude female found 
Sunday buried in a 3-foot-deep 
grave was identified Monday as 
that of Delores Wells, who had 
been the focus of intensive searches 
since she disappeared Jan. 26. 

Wells’ dental records matched 
the corpse's dental imprints, cit, 
Police Chief Gerald leader atilk 
said. 

Preliminary tests showed Wells 
had been raped and sodomized 
before being killed. An autopsy 
listed her cause of death as asphyx- 
iation, Loudermilk said. 

Wells had been struck three 
times in the head, but not with 
enough. force to kill her, 
Loudermilk said. He added that 
traces of duct tape were found 
around her mouth, but no tape was 
recovered at the gravesite 
southeast of Terre Haute. 

Wells’ hands and feet had been 
bound before being buried. Her 
long blond hair had been cut short, 
but not shaved. Loudermilk said 
Wells’ arms were bruised, indicat- 
ing she had struggled with her 
assailant. i 

Pathologist Dr. 


how 


John Pless of 


be 


on el 


and d Cr VALE AANS 
Anaha wlis said Wells likely died 
before she was buried, Loudermilk 
said. Pless may continue examin- 
ing the body and not release it until 
Wednesday, Loudermilk said. 

The recovery of Wells’ body 
ended 28 days of anguish for her 
family, and may have given police 
enough evidence to prove Bill J. 


Benelfic?’s involvement in Ker dis- 
pe ed 


appearance. 

Benefiel, 30, is charged with 
abducting, raping and holding cap- 
tive 17-year-old Alicia Elmore. 
Police were tipped that Elmore was 
living in Benefiel’s 322 S. 13% St. 
home. They found Elmore bound 
above a ceiling and “enough 
physical evidence to link Beneficl 
to Wells,” Loudermilk said. 

He declined to identify that 
evidence. 

“L feel whether we found [the 
body| or not, we would have 
definitely tried to file charges,’ 
Loudermilk said. 

Vigo County Prosecutor Phillip I. 
Adler said he could not determine 
whether to add to Benefiel’s 
charges until police submit all their 
evidence. 

Benefiel tried to commit suicide 
Monday in the Vigo County Jail 
where he has been held since Feb. 
11. A jailer found him lying on his 
bunk above a pool of blood about 


á 


ore being 
ells raped 


8:30 a. ’) 

Sheriff James R. Jenkins said 
Benefiel chewed the eraser from a 
pencil and dug at his left wrist with 
the pencil’s metal band until he cut 
about an inch-long cut. 

Benefiel was treated at Union 
Hospital and released back to the 
jail by 9:45, Jenkins said. Jenkins 
said Bencfiel will remain alone in 


sa cell and will be watched more 


closely. 

Meanwhile, detectives will re- 
view past cases similiar to those of 
Ktmore and Wells to determine if 
Benefiel could be responsible for 
them 

One former Terre Haute woman 
told police last week she recognized 
Benefiel and one of his homes from 
news photographs. She said he is 
the man who abducted her from 
her home in 1979. She told police 
she had been taken to a dungeon at 
322 5S. 18% St., chained to a 
mattress and raped. Her head and 
body had been shaved before she 
was tied naked to a tree in a rural 
arca. 

She described her assailant to a 
police artist who drew a composite 
that was widely publicized in an 
cffort to apprehend the suspect. 
That composite resembles Beneficl, 
Loudermilk said. 
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By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Terre Haute, Ind. — The man accused of 
raping a 17-year-old girl he reportedly held 
hostage for four months slashed his wrist 
Monday with the broken end of a pencil, 
sheriff's deputies said. 

The incident came a day after sete 
ties discovered the body of another woman 


| police have linked with Bill J. Benefiel, 30. 


Benefiel was treated at Union Hospital 
here after deputies found him conscious 


| and bleeding in his cell at 8:30 a.m. Mon- 
| day when they brought his breakfast. 


Police also are investigating Benefiel in 


| connection with the death of an 18-year-old 


Terre Haute woman whose nude body was 
discovered Sunday by a search party. 

An autopsy conducted in Indianapolis 
Monday confirmed the body was that. of 


| Delores Wells, who had been missing since 


Jan. 26. 
Mrs. Wells died of asphyxiation and was 
already dead when she was buried in a 


- shallow grave, said forensic pathologist Dr. 


` John E. Pless. She had been sexually mo- 


lested. 


Pless said she had also been struck in 
the head three times. Two blows were mi- 
nor and one was serious, but none would 
have killed her. ' 

There also was evidence her mouth had 
been taped and traces of a strong glue were 
found inside her nose. 

Benefiel, who is being held in solitary 
confinement, was returned to Vigo County 
Jail less than two hours after going to the 
hospital. He received three stitches on his 
left wrist. 

Vigo County Chief Deputy Sheriff Wil- 
liam R. Harris said Benefiel removed the 
eraser from a lead pencil and cut his left 
wrist with the ragged metal band on the 
end of the pencil. 

Benefiel was charged Thursday with 
rape, criminal confinement and criminal 
deviate conduct for holding a 17-year-old 
Terre Haute girl captive in the crawlspace 
in his home for four months. She was freed 
by police. 

Terre Haute policemen interviewed Ben- 
efiel Sunday night about the discovery of 
Mrs. Wells’ body, but there was no evidence 
the discovery sparked the suicide attempt. 


Benefiel told a sheriff's deputy he tried to 
kill himself because he didn't receive a 
telephone call Sunday night. No other ex- 
planation was given. 


Terre Haute Police Chief Gerald W. Lou- 
dermilk said enough evidence had been 
taken from Benefiel’s house to prove Mrs. 
Wells was in the house. 


Chief Deputy Prosecutor James R. Walk- 
er said the prosecutor's office is awaiting 
final autopsy results before making a deci- 
sion on whether to charge Benefiel with; 
Mrs. Wells’ murder. | 


Walker said the office needs more test 
results to “help them nail down some loose! 
ends.” 

Meanwhile, outside the home i 
Benefiel reportedly held the woman hos- 
tage, a sign in Benefiel’s support and bear- 
ing the names of his children and 
‘‘Mommy" was set up. It read: 


“Daddy We love you very much! Billy, 
Chris, Shawn — Mommy.” 

Several hearts with arrows shot through 
them also were drawn on the plywood sign. 
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Judge changes mind, orders 
money to Marilyn Benefiel 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A judge ordered Tuesday that 
Marilyn Benefiel should get back 
the borrowed money left after 
initial private legal defense of Bill 
J. Benefiel, 30. 


` Benefiet is charged with one 


count of criminal confinement, two 
counts of criminal deviate conduct 
and five counts of rape. All eight 
charges list 17-year-old Alicia 
Elmore as the victim. 

Benefiel is now represented by 
Daniel L. Weber, one of the 
county’s public defenders. 

County Superior Court Division 
1 Judge Michael Eldred last week 
ordered $2,800 left over from initial 
private egal defense of Benefiel 


turned over to the county to help 
pay for Weber’s services. 

Tuesday, Eldred instead ordered 
the money released to Marilyn 
Benefiel, mother of the defendant’s 
children. 

“I thought it was his or her 
money, and that they were mar- 
ried,” the judge said in explaining 
his earlier order. 

Marilyn Benefiel told Eldred on 
Tuesday that she borrowed the 
money from the defendant's step- 
father and must repay it. 

“I can’t force someone else to pay 
the county for his legal fees,” 
Eldred said. 

Benefiel remains in the Vigo 
County Jail in lieu of $400,000 bail, 
no 10 percent. 

Authorities are continuing their 
investigation into other possible 


crimes involving Benefiel, includ- 
ing the death of 18-year- old De- 
lores Wells. Her body was found 
Sunday in a 3-foot-deep grave in a 
wooded area northeast of the 
Springhill Road railroad crossing. 
Police said earlier there was 
physical evidence linking Benefiel 
to Wells. 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said 
Tuesday, “The Terre Haute Police 
Department — and sp¢cifically the 
Criminal Investigation Division — 
has worked 24 hours around the 
clock in connection with the disap- 
pearance of Alicia Elmore and 
Delores Wells, and I am not sure 
that Vigo County realizes the 
quality of the Terre Haute Police 
Department and the tireless efforts 
that they have expended in these 
investigations.” 
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City Polite at HIA 
Loudermilk said Tuesday that 18- 
year-old Delores Wells probably 
died Feb. 7, four days before the 
man suspected of killing her was 
arrested on separate charges. 

Wells’ body was found Sunday in 
a three-foot-deep grave southeast 
of the city. She had been missing 
since Jan. 

Loudermilk said he is determin- 
ing the date of death on interviews 
conducted and evidence obtained 
by his department. 

Pathologist Dr. John Pless of 
Indianapolis said he is still examin- 
ing the body and would not say 
Tuesday when the body would be 
released. He declined to reveal 
what his investigation has de- 


termined at this time, saying anya 


we os -s 


information would have to come 
from Vigo County Coroner David 
Ferguson. 

Ferguson was unavailable for 
comment Tuesday night. 

Loudermilk said it may two to 
four weeks before any additional 
charges are filed against_Bill J. 
Benefiel. possibly in connection 

the death of Wells. 

Benefiel, 30, has been charged 
with abducting, raping and holding 
captive 17-year-old Alicia Elmore. 
Police found Elmore bound above a 
ceiling Feb. 11 and “enough 
physical evidence to link Benefiel 
to Wells,” Loudermilk said. 
Benefiel is in the Vigo County Jail 
in lieu of $400,000 bail. f 

“He {Benefiel] isn’t going 


anywhere; we've got time to do it 
up right,” Loudermilk said regard- 
ing the continuing investigation. 

Detectives are reviewing past 
cases similiar to those of Wells and 
Elmore to determine if Benefiel 
could be responsible for them. 

Delores Wells did not have a life- 
insurance policy, so Charley and 
Pat Myers, friends of her parents, 
Al and Marge Hagan, suggest that 
people interested in helping pay 
funeral expenses mail donations to 
Mr. and Mrs. Hagan at 701 S. 18th 
St., Terre Haute 47802. 

Wells’ husband, David, who 
works at a local pizzeria, said he 
also expects to receive assistance 
for funeral expenses from the 
Harrison Township trustee. 
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Terre Haute, Ind. — An 
year-old Terre Haute woman 
found strangled and buried in a 
wooded area near here probably 
was tied between two trees while 
her killer dug her shallow grave 

nearby, police said Wednesday. 

“An autopsy revealed that De- 
lores Wells also was sexually 
molested and struck in the head 
three times, although none of 
the blows would have killed her. 

~ There was evidence that her 
mouth had been taped and 
tracesřof a strong glue were 
found inside her nose, authori- 
ties said. 

Investigators believe Mrs. 
Wells died by asphyxiation be- 
fore she was buried on Feb. 7. - 

Her nude body was found 
Sunday in a rural area near an 
abandoned coal mine southeast 
of Terre Haute by a group of 
volunteer searchers. She had 
been missing since Jan. 26. 


Authorities have linked BILJ. 
fiel to the murder, although 
nefiel has made no statement. 

‘Benefiel, 30. is being held in. 
the Vigo County Jail on charges | 
of rape, criminal confinement | 
and criminal deviate conduct in 
onee of | with the disappear- 

ce of 17-year-old Alicia El- 
more. 7 

© He was arrested earlier this 
month after police discovered | 
Miss Elmore in a small, dark ` 
chamber inside an inner-city 
home owned by Marilyn Dishon, 
Benefiel's girlfriend and mother 
of his three children. 

‘Miss Elmore had been miss- 
ing since Oct. 10, when she left 
her home to buy a soft drink for 
her mother at a nearby service 
setae \ 

_ Meanwhile, members of the 
Benefiel family who asked not to 
be identified said they are con- 
vinced Bill Benefiel is not a 
member of their family. 

“I am fighting to clear our 
family name. .. I have children 
and grandchildren, nephews 

ho have kids and grandchil- 
dren, and. our name is being 
tenen, * said the family 
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Benefiel tested. 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff ae 


The defense attorney for Bill J. 
Benefiel_is asking that mental- 
health specialists be appointed to 
help determine whether his client 
is fit for trial and whether he may 
have an insanity defense. 

Benefiel, 30, is charged with one 
count of criminal confinement, two 
counts of criminal deviate conduct 
and five counts of rape. All eight 
charges list 17-year-old Alicia 
Elmore as the victim. Additional 
charges may be filed. 

Benefiel is represented by public 
defender Daniel L. Weber. 

In a motion filed Monday, Weber 
asked Judge Michael H. Eldred to 
appoint three psychiatrists or 

psychologists to examine Benefiel. 


They would help determine if 


Benefiel can understand proceed- 
ings against him and his ability to 
assist his attorney. 

The motion says Benefiel “has a 
history of treatment for 
psychological problems” and “has 
recently engaged in conduct which 


might bring into question his 
mental stability.” 

On Feb. 24, Benefiel tried to 
commit suicide in the Vigo County 
Jail. Sheriff James R. Jenkins said 
Benefiel chewed the eraser from a 
pencil and dug at his left wrist with 
the pencil’s metal band, producing 
a cut about an inch long. He was 
treated in brie 9 Hospital and 
returned to the j 

Weber’s motion says, “The derni 
dant, in the opinion of his attorney; 
is showing certain signs strongly 
suggestive of severe depression.” 

Another motion also filed Mon- 
day by Weber asks for authority to 
hire a private psychiatrist. 

That motion says, “The facts 
known to defendants attorney 
suggest the strong possibili ofa 
‘comprehension to stand trial issue 


‘and/or insanity defense in this 


case. Justice requires that the 
defendant have the assistance and 
testimony of an expert in the field 


of psychiatry not obtained by the 
state of Indiana or the court.” 

Benefiel is scheduled to return to 
court this morning for further 
legal proceedings. 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Judge Michael H. Eldred 
agreed Tuesday to have Bill J. 
Benefiel examined by three 16¢al 
mental-health specialists to 
help determine if Benefiel is 
competent to stand trial. 

e judge made no immediate 
ruling on whether to grant 
another defense request to ap- 
point a special outside 
peychigtrist to help determine if 

enefiel has an insanity de- 
fense. 

Benefiel, 30, is charged with 
one count of criminal confine- 
ment, two counts of criminal 
deviate conduct and five counts 
of rape. Additional charges may 
be filed. 

Benefiel is represented by 

ublic defender Daniel L. 

eber. 

Weber said Tuesday that ex- 
amination of his client by three 
mental-health specialists would 
be a routine and fair thing to do, 
given some reservations he has 
about his client’s competency for 
trial, the. nature of the charges, 
and Benefiel’s conduct in jail. 

Weber said he could not 
elaborate on his personal re- 
servations about Benefiel’s com- 
petency because that was 
privileged information. 

On Feb. 24, Benefiel tried to 
commit suicide in the Vigo 
County Jail. Sheriff James R. 
Jenkins said Benefiel chewed 
the eraser from a pencil and dug 
at his left wrist with the pencil’s 


metal band, pragun a cut. 


about an inch long. He was 


treated at Union Hospital and 


returned to the jail. 
Weber said a rich man could 


hire a psychiatrist to check now 
for a possible insanity defense, 
and Benefiel shouldn’t be denied 
that just because he has no 
money. Weber also said it would 
be fairer to have Benefiel ex- 
amined now rather than months 
later, and that a psychiatrist 
from the Terre Haute area 
should not be chosen to do that 
because public concern over 
allegations against Benefiel 
might make the job tough for a 
local person. 

Chief deputy prosecutor 
James R. Walker said there was 
no objection to having Benefiel’s 
competency for trial checked, 
but the prosecution did object to 
hiring a special psychiatrist to 
help determine if Benefiel has 
an insanity defense. Weber 
could talk to the regular mental- 
health specialists about that as 
well, Walker said. And 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said 
Weber could file a notice of 
insanity defense and have 
Benefiel checked, then 
withdraw the notice later if it 
turns out not to be warranted. 

Weber said he didn’t intend to 
file a motion for Benefiel intend- 
ing to withdraw it later, and 
that exploring a possible insani- 
ty defense with the regular 
mental-health specialists 
wouldnt work because Weber 
wouldn’t be comfortable having 
Benefiel discuss with them 
“what may or may not have 
occurred in the fall of this year 
on South 13% Street” where 
crimes allegedly involving 
Benefiel may have taken place. 

Eldred said hed study the 
request for a special 
psychiatrist, and “I'll have a 
decision fairly quickly.” 

No future court date was set. 


mt, 
“ITY | 


alll Bill I 
Captor s S 
may 


mdrome 


Vi minals Cis 


ave Save 


abducted woman 


By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL oer ase. ae 


Terre Haute, Ind. — In the 
four months 17-year-old Alicia 
Elmore was allegedly held cap- 
tive by Bill J. Benefiel, police 
believe she convinc im that 
she loved him and that’s what 
kept her alive. 

Authorittes also believe the 
young woman was affected by 
the same captor-hostage syn- 
drome that defense attorneys 
said affected newspaper heiress 
Patricia Hearst when she was 
held by the Symbionese Libera- 
tion Army in the mid-1970s. 

Terre Haute Police Chief Ger- 
ald W. Loudermilk told The In- 
dianapolis Star he believes the 
syndrome, known as the Stock- 
holm Syndrome. was definitely 
involved in the survival of El- 
more. 

“She suffered from the Stock- 
holm Syndrome to a certain ex- 
tent,” noted Loudermilk who 
based his conclusion on ‘what 
we read and from previous 
cases." 

Authorities said the young 
| woman was repeatedly assaulted 
and abused during her captivity 
in a crawl space of Benefiel's 
nome. During that period she 

apparent convinced ale aor 
loved him. > 


“For example, she said that if 
he wanted her to marry him, she 
would have," Loudermilk re- 
vealed. 

“The Elmore girl convinced 
Benefiel that she loved him. He 
loved her too. That’s the only 
thing that saved her life, in my 
opinion.” 


The phenomenon is named 
for a 1974 Swedish bank vault 
incident. A bank robber in 1974 
held a female bank employee 
hostage for several days. When 
the pair emerged from the bank, 
they were very much in love. 

Loudermilk said he expected 
a - Stockholm Syndrome expert 
will help prepare t case 
against Benefiel. 30. The Terre 
Haute man was arrested for 
criminal confinement on Feb. 
12. 

Authorities also believe Bene- 
fiel is connected to the murder of 
Delores Wells, who was found in 
a shallow grave in late February, 
and to the rapes of three other 
Vigo County women. 

Although charges have not 
been filed against Benefiel for 
Wells’ murder, Loudermilk be- 
lieves there is enough evidence 
against him to file charges. 
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By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


Terre Haute, Ind. — A 30- 
year-old Terre Haute man has 
been charged with criminal con- 
finement for holding a teen-age 
girl hostage for four months, po- 
lice said Thursday. 


Terre Haute Police Chief Ger- 
ald W. Loudermilk, however, re- 
fused to say if authorities believe 
Bill J. Bẹnefiel is connected with 
the disappearance of another 
teen-age girl. 


“We had two missing girls. 
We've found one and we are 
looking for the other.” Louder- 
milk said. 


Benefiel is in custody in the 
Vigo County Jail under 
$250,000 bond. His initial court 
appearance is scheduled for to- 
day on a charge of criminal con- 
finement with a deadly weapon. 

Alicia Elmore, 17, was found 


Chime missin 


dn er pees 


by police Wednesday 137% ©; 
the attic of a home owned by 
Benefiel near the center of town. 


Miss Elmore, a student at 
South Vigo High School, disap- 
peared Oct. 10 when she left her 
home to buy a soft drink for her 
mother at a pearoy gasoline sta- 
tion. 


She was apparently held cap- 
tive against her will until she 
was found by police who were 
acting on a tip, authorities said. 


When Miss Elmore was freed 
by police they were searching 
four homes Benefiel owned on 
the same street. 


Stolen property was removed 
from several of the homes, police 
said Thursday. 

“We got a lot of evidence from 
Benefiel's houses,” noted Lou- 
dermilk, who has been working 
on the case almost around the 
clock. 4 


„Terre Haute 
ect held 


Miss Elmore was treated and 
released at Union Hospital, but 
she and her mother were cau- 
tioned by police not to discuss 
the case. 


Benefiel reportedly is separat- 
ed from his wife, although he 
visits her and the couple's chil- 
dren several times a week in 
their home several doors from 
his. 


Commun 


An Indiana State Police heli-; s 


copter and several troopers are 
assisting city police in a search 
for the second missing girl. Po- 
lice concentrated their search on 
the north and west parts of the 
county, Loudermilk added. 


Delores J. Wells, 18, has not 


been been seen since Jan. 26, 
when she failed to return home 
after attending a meeting of 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly 
(TOPS). 
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‘By John Halladay (We 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


pill d._Benefiel may have to let 
police trim his beard 


Benefiel, 30, is charged with one 
count of criminal confinement, two 
counts of criminal deviate conduct 
and five counts of rape. 
Additional charges ma, lsa filed, 
and the prosecution is as for a 
court order requiring Bete iel to 
appear in a police line-up. 
ithin the past several years, 
two naes have reported to the 
Terre Haute 
Police Depart- 
ment that they 
had been ab- 
ducted and 
sexually 
abused by so- 
meone whose 
appearance 
generally 
matches the 
description of 
j! BENEFIEL the defen- 
- dant,” James R. Walker, Vigo 
- County chief deputy prosecutor, 
. said in a motion filed in Superior | 
Court Division 1. “Each of said 
` victims described the suspect as 
“having ajer, or hind beard. At 


TEAR ES 


- A court may order a person to 


appear in a line-up groomed the 
way he was on the date of the 
alleged crime, Walker says. —— 
. Benpfiel is represented be public 
defender Daniel L. Weber, who 
says his client shouldn’t be pruned 
into a shape that would make 
additional charges more likely. 

e says Benefiel believes the 
prosecution “wants his beard 
_trimmed to attempt to conform his 
“appearance to a description or 
-descriptions already furnished by 
‘the witness-victims” and “defen- 
dant should not be forced to alter 
‘his appearance in such a way that 
‘would improperly increase the 
‘likelihood that the witness-victims 
‘will see him as familiar.” 
~ Judge Michael H. Eldred will 
“conduct a hearing Tuesday on the 
-Benefiel case. 

Also scheduled to be back in 
court Tuesday is another of 
Weber’s clients, Brian Boyd, 21, 
charged with criminal deviate con- 
duct, criminal confinement and two 
counts of raping a local woman. 

He has claimed he acted under 
duress by his father, who the 
prosecution says should get the 
death penalty if convicted of 
murdering Donald E. Habbyshaw 
on Oct. 31. Boyd’s father also is 
accused of crimes against Hab- 
byshaw’s girlfriend, 
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By John Halladay 


trial set 
April 4 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Several important dates were 
set Tuesday for accused 
murderer Bill J. Benefiel. $ 

Benefiel’s mutder trial will 
start April 4 and last probably 
the entire month in Vigo 
Superior Court Division 1. 

“Wow,” Judge Michael H. 
Eldred said when he heard 
attorneys involved in the case tell 
him the probable length of the 
murder trial. , 

Benefiel, 31, is charged with 
murdering 18-year-old Delores 
Wells, and also with raping her, 
forcing her to submit to deviate 
sexual conduct, and confining her © 
in a house at 322 S. 13% St. after 
abducting her Jan. 26. 

Benefiel is also the defendant 
in one count of criminal confine- 
ment, two counts of criminal 
deviate conduct and five counts of se A > 
rape, with a 17-year-old girl as Be aes | a " Tribune-Star/Jim Avelis 
that victim. vps offenses al- % 
Jegedly took pie in October Date set: Benefiel leaves court after hearing trial date. | Ẹ 


1986. Trial on those charges has , s . 
T defenders said Benefiel’s formation, so A the m 

ee a tas ai nee depression may be keep- that flowed from that should be — 
so luesday, red gran ing him from n helping them as he thrown out of court. A hearing on — 
Sth by defense fe Eee fi. oe that motion was set for Dec. 2. | 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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Hostility was evident on Thursday toward Bill 
J. Benefiel as he made his way to court, where 
he was formally charged with murdering 18- 
year-old Delores Wells and { 7 ; 
committing sex crimes 
against her while she was 
still alive. 

Wells’ body was found in 
a shallow grave in March in 
southern Vigo County. 

Coupled with alleged 
crimes against a 17-year- 
old, the new charges 
against Benefiel could 
bring him the death penal- 
tys 
The charges against Benefiel are: two counts 
of criminal confinement, six counts of rape, 
three counts of criminal deviate conduct and one 
count of murder. 

Vigo County Sheriff James R. Jenkins said 
. Benefiel was being escorted to Superior Court 
Division .1 when people ee yelling at him. 

“Then as we got off the elevator on the third 
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Hostility hurled at prisoner 
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floor again some members of the family were 
close to him, and I had one of my officers ask 
them to move back,” Jenkins said. “They were 
then forcibly moved back. We were just simply 
tning to be as cautious as possible ın handling 

r. Benefiel because of the extreme range of 
emotions involved here. 

“It’s our duty to see that he gets to and from 
court on time,” he added. “Or, for that matter, 
we don’t want any of the victims’ families to be 
injured or harmed.” 

There was some yelling at Benefiel at the 
courthouse. 

“I honestly didn’t make out what they were 
yelling, but there were some obscenities yelled 
at him — and, like I say, he’s going to have to 

et used to this: He’s charged with some very 
einous crimes,” Jenkins said. 

Hagan, stepfather of Delores Wells, 
declined comment about what happened outside 
the courtroom, saying he wanted to talk to the 
sheriff. 

“He was wart with the way it was handled,” 
Jenkins said. “He thought it was a little too 


forceful, and I agreed with him. And I assured 
him that in the future we will try to keep the 
parties separated, but not be as pushy as we 
have been.” 

Benefiel did not appear worried as he was 


court met with 


hecklers 


taken into Vigo Superior Court Division 1 under 
heavy guard — and, in the courtroom, he 
occasionally smiled as he talked with defense 
attorney Daniel L. Weber. . : 

Inside the courtroom, Judge Michael H. 
Eldred told everyone that they must act 
properly or be found in contempt of court. 

Eldred said later he is aware of “a very tense 
kind of interaction between Mr. Benefiel’s 
family and the victims’ families, and Mr. 
Benefiel; and there’s kind of an undercurrent of 
potential for a very bad situation. And there has 
been some actual harassment of Benefiel and 
the victims’ families — it goes both ways.” 

But he added, “Everything will be conducted ` 
properly and according to law; and participants, 
spectators — everyone involved — wil! conform 
their conduct to the proper civilized way in 
which people should conduct themselves in legal 
proceedings.” 

He said he did not know the specifics of all 
that has gone on, but he wanted to “nip this in 
the bud.” 

Eldred added that he is confident the sheriff 
will maintain security and decorum. 

Benefiel returns to court May 19 for further 
proceedings and is being held in the Vigo 
County Jail without bail. 
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Insanity plea pl 
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* “Attorneys for Bill J. Benefiel 
have filed notice of a planned 
. insanity defense of their client, who 
_ is accused of murder. 
Jury selection for Benefiel’s trial 
is set to begin Sept. 12 in 
~ Evansville. Jurors will be brought 
- back to Terre Haute. 
? Benefiel is charged with murder 
~ and other crimes against 18-year- 
old Delores Wells, as well as 
separate confinement and sex 
-= crimes involving a 17-year-old girl. 
Benefiel was arrested and the 
‘17-year-old girl was found as 
authorities executed search war- 
~ rants on Feb. 11, 1987. 
_ Wells’ body was found on Feb. 22, 
'. 1987, by a volunteer search party 
. south of Terre Haute. 
If convicted of all the charges 
. against him, Benefiel could receive 
» the death penalty or up to 490 
< years in prison. 


The aim of an insanity defense is 
a verdict “not responsible by reason 
of insanity at the time of the 
crime.” 

If that’s the verdict, the prosecut- 
ing attorney then files a petition 
with the court for the commitment 
of the insane person, and a hearing 
is conducted to see if the person is 
still mentally ill and dangerous, or 
still mentally ill and gravely dis- 
abled. f 

If so, the person is committed to 
the Department of Mental Health 
until he or she gets well. If a 
hearing determines that the person 
is not still mentally ill and 
dangerous, or mentally ill and 
gravely disabled, he or she is 
released. 

Jurors could find Benefiel guilty 
but mentally ill at the time of the 
crime, in which event he would be 


anned 
enefiel 


senténced to the custody of the 


Department of Correction and 
could receive mental health treat- 
ment but would serve whatever 
sentence was imposed, no matter if 
his mental health improved. 

Defense attorneys Christopher 
B. Gambill and Daniel L. Weber 
will have a private psychiatrist in 
their corner to consult with them, 
court papers say. 

Three mental health specialists 
who already have examined 
Benefiel also have been ordered to 
conduct such additional examina- 
tions'as may be necessary and turn 
in reports related to Benefiel’s 
insanity defense by July 20. Those 
reports would deal with whether 
Benefiel could understand what he 
was doing was wrong and whether 
he could control himself at the time 
of the crimes. 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Larry J. Wagner says he’s too 
busy to help Daniel L. Weber 
defend Bill J. Benefiel. 

_ Weber requested some help 
because the charges against 
Benefiel are so serious and com- 
- plex, and Judge Michael H. Eldred 
appointed Wagner. 

* But, in a legal motion filed 
‘Monday, Wagner says he has “an 
‘extremely heavy case load and 


S off 


phi tals U 
would not be able to devote suffi- 
cient attention towards prepara- 
tion of this case.” 

Christopher B. Gambill, a 
member of the same law firm as 
Wagner, has talked to Benefiel 
“and would have sufficient time to 
adequately assist in the prepara- 
tion of the defense,” Wagner's 
motion says, recommending that 
Gambill be appointed instead. 

Eldred late Monday afternoon 
had not yet acted. 

Benefiel, 30, will be tried start- 
ing Sept. 28 on charges he 


murdered 18-year-old Delores 
Wells. He also is charged with 
raping her, forcing her to submit to 
deviate sexual conduct, and confin- 
ing her in a house at 322 S. 138% 
St. after abducting her Jan. 26. 


He was previously named in 
another set of charges as defendant 
in one count of criminal confine- 
ment, two counts of criminal de- 
viate conduct and five counts of 
rape. Those previous charges list a 
17-year-old as his victim. Trial on 
those charges will be conducted 
later. 


Benefiel case, citing case load 


If convicted of all charges against 
him, Benefiel could receive the 
death penalty or up to 490 years in 
prison. 
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By John Halladay, | © AUG 0 © 138 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter Ss 


The murder trial of Bill J. Benefiel was 
postponed indefinitely Tuesday, in part so his 


attorneys can attend a seminar on how to defend 
people who face the death penalty. 

Thomas A. Boyd’s murder trial was also 
postponed Tuesday, to Benefiel’s original trial 
date, so it can be determined if Boyd should 
undergo additional testing. 

-` Benefiel, 31, was to be tried starting Sept. 28, 
the date that Boyd will now go on trial. Benefiel 
is charged with murdering 18-year-old Delores 
Wells, and also with raping her, forcing her to 
submit to deviate sexual conduct, and confining 
her in a house at 322 S. 13% St. after abducting 
her Jan. 26. œ 

` He was previously named in another set of 
charges as defendant in one count of criminal 
‘confinément, two counts of criminal deviate 
conduct and five counts of rape. Those previous 
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charges list a 17-year-old as his victim. Trial 
on those charges will be conducted later. 

If convicted of all charges against him, 
Benefiel could receive the death penalty or up- 
to 490 years in prison. — gan’ sper 

Judge Michael H. Eldred said Tuesday he 
does not foresee the Benefiel trial being 
rescheduled until after the first of next year. 

Defense attorneys Daniel L. Weber and 
Christopher B. Gambill asked that Benefiel’s 
trial be put off “into early 1988” so they could 
attend a December seminar on defending people 
who face the death penalty. 

Their motion also says there are several 
issues to be delt with before the trial itself, 
including a possible insanity defense and a 
possible motion to move the trial to another 
county or select jurors from another county and 
bring them here. 

The prosecution also wanted the Benefiel trial 
postponed. 

James R. Walker, Vigo County chief deputy 
prosecutor, said his side is “still collecting 


postponed 


reports” that may be used in the case. — 

Benefiel’s vacated Sept. 28 date is now the 
trial date for Thomas A. Boyd. .. +, 

Boyd, 39, was scheduled for trial Aug. 31, but- 
his defense attorneys have asked for additional 
testing to help determine if Boyd has brain 
damage that might influence his sanity or could 
be a mitigating circumstance if he is convicted. 

Boyd is accused of fatally stabbing Donald E. 
Habbyshaw, 25, of 2405 N. 13th St. on Oct. 31. 

Boyd also is charged with rape, criminal 
confinement and five counts of criminal deviate 
conduct involving Habbyshaw’s fiance. 

If found guilty, he could be sentenced to die, 
or he could be sentenced to up to 380 years in 
the custody of the Indiana Department of 
Correction. 

Eldred said Tuesday he needs some time to 
talk to a clinical psychologist and decide if the 
additional testing is necessary. 

Eldred also presided at the trial of Boyd’s son, 
Brian, and sentenced him July 28 to 40 years 
for crimes against Habbyshaw’s fiance. 
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Benefiel excited by violence 


Bill J. Benefiel became Mie SER 2 R a 
television showing Jan. 25, 1987, of the violent 
movie, “Nightmare on Elm 'Street, Part II.” 

“Cut the little b------ ' throats! Kill the little b--- 
---. Kill the little sluts!” Benefiel said in “a very loud 
and evil- sounding voice” while watching the movie, 
his wife, Marilyn, testified Monday. 

Benefiel, 32, faces a possible sentence to the 
electric chair if he is es of murdering Delores 
Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, 

ile the movie a A “He looked at me, and 
his eyes looked just like lass,” Marilyn Benefiel 
said. “He looke at me an said, ‘Right, Marilyn?’ 


Community Affairs File 


and, I said, Whatever you say, Bill; whatever you 
say.’ 

She said, “When somebody got killed, he’d clap 

his hands ... especially when they was doing the” 


- girls.” 


Marilyn Benefiel said her husband later fell 
asleep on the couch, and she felt “relieved because 
he was asleep but scared because he was in my 
house.” 

She said she put a chair under the knob of her 
door so her husband couldn’t get in, “and I did not 
go to sleep that entire night.” 
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Benefiel’s chief accuser 
says actions ‘unusual 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


“He knew what he was doing; he 
knew it was wrong,” Alicia Elmore 
said Tuesday as she finished her 
testimony in the trial of accused 
murderer Bill J. Benefiel. 

Defense attorneys for Benefiel 
cross-examined Elmore for hours 
Tuesday, ae to show their 
client inay. have “multiple 
personality disorder” and was in- 
sane at the time of crimes, includ- 
ing the Feb. 7, 1987, murder of 
Delores Wells. 

Defense attorney Daniel L. 
Weber asked if Elmore thought 
Benefiel was crazy — a question 
that drew objections from 


Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler, who 
said the term has no meaning in’ 
medicine or law. 

Weber pointed out that Elmore 


agreed when she was asked in 
earlier deposition proceedings if 
Benefiel was crazy. Elmore said 
she meant by that that Benefiel’s 
actions were “very strange and 
unusual.” At a later point, Elmore 
said she was referring to Benefiel’s 
actions, not his state of mind. 

Weber also brought out that 
Elmore said Benefiel had told her 
he had played Russian roulette — 
a deadly game of chance in which 
a person spins the cylinder of a 
revolver containing only one bullet, 
then puts the gun to his head and 
pulls the trigger. 

Defense attorney Christopher B. 
Gambill brought out during ‘his 
cross-examination of Elmore that 
Benefiel said he had no conscience 
when it came to killing people and 
that he ordered her to stop bleed- 


in 
fiie had mood changes,” Elmore 
said. “Everybody has tjent rs 


= 


Videotape showing Wells’. 
exhumation shown to jury © 


Jurors watched intently Tuesday 
as a videotape of the Feb. 22, 1987, 
exhumation of Delores Wells’ body 
was shown in the Vigo Circuit 
courtroom. By 

The tape was shown as part of 
the trial of accused murderer Bill 
J. Benefiel. 

Benefiel, 32, faces a possible 
sentence to the electric chair if he 
is convicted of murdering Wells, 18, 
on Feb. 7, 1987. 


Her body was exhumed from a 
grave discovered in an isolated 
area south of Terre Haute as part 
of a volunteer search effort. 


As the exhumation tape was 
shown, Benefiel watched calmly, 
leaning back in a chair, his fingers 
laced together over his stomach. 


There was no particular emotion 
on his face. 


The tape provoked nausea in at 
least one of the jurors, judging from 
the way she twisted her mouth and 
moved in her seat. 


Defense attorneys Daniel _L.. 
Weber and Christopher B. Gamba 
threw up a barrage of objections to 
keep the tape from being shown, 
claiming among other things that 
showing the tape as Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Alder proposed “can only 
be said to serve the purpose of 
inflaming the passions of this jury.” 

Judge Michael H. Eldred rejected 
the defense objections. 


The defense objections were 
followed by comments by members 
of the audience — comments too 
soft to hear exactly but which 


seemed to come from people unhap- Ô 


py with the defense attorneys. 


“There has been some murmur- 
ing,” Eldred said. He told spec- 


‘tators, “Think what you want, but 


please keep your mouths shut.” 


He warned that future violators 
might be ejected from the 
courtroom or found'in contempt of 


‘court. | : 


Elmore says Benefiel on 
committed other crimes 


Accused murderer Bill J. 
Benefiel may have committed 
many other crimes. 


Alicia Elmore, who testified 
Monday and Tuesday as the major 
Br rosecution witness against 

enefiel, said he told her during 
her four months’ captivity that 
when he needed money he would 
burglarize some home or business. 

Elmore said Benefiel had police 
scanners and knew when a home 
would be vacant. She said he also 
said he would break into cars 
parked outside a sporting event 
and, by checking the registrations, 
know who would not be at home. 

Elmore said Benefiel told her 
when cold weather was coming he 
would steal a furnace, and sure 


enough one was available by 
winter. . 

She said Benefiel told her that he 
stole eno ugh valuables to make it 
worth w to keep track of daily 
gold and silver prices. ; 

Benefie} is being defended by two 
of the county’s public defenders 
because he has no money for a 
private attorney. 


Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said 
at one point Tuesday that Benefiel 
may have committed “hundreds” of 
burglaries, in addition to other 
rapes than those with which he has 
been charged. 

Elmore said Benefiel also 
claimed he was responsible for a 
wave of tire slashings in the city 
and several fires. 


yrange 


By John che nihe 2 9 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Clinical psychologist Stephen 
Stewart began testifying Wednes- 
day and continues testifying today 
about whether accused murderer 
Bill J. Benefiel suffers from “multi- 
ple personality disorder” — more 
than one personality in one body. 

Defense attorneys Daniel L. 
Weber and Christopher B. Gambill 
hope to convince jurors that 
Benefiel i is not responsible because 
he was unable to appreciate the 
wrongfulness of his conduct at the 
time of crimes with which he is 
charged — including the Feb. 7, 
1987, murder of Delores Wells. 

Stewart did not get far in his 
testimony Wednesday before court 

“had to be a Sara for the day 
because of a bomb scare. 

While he was on the witness 
stand, Stewart told of articles he 
had read to familiarize himself 
with multiple personality disorder, 
as well as interviews and more 
reading he has done to familiarize 

` himself with Benefiel and his 
background. 

Stewart said multiple personali- 
‘ty disorder is one of a family of 


Expert supports 
enefiel’s split 


wal) < that includes some types 
of amnesia. 

A person with multiple 
personality disorder is sometimes 
called “a multiple” by mental- 
health practitioners, Stewart said. 

“It used to be considered very 
rare, but in the past 10 to 15 years, 
we've been discovering it’s not:such 
a matter of rare as it is -very 
difficult to identify.” 

People who have the disorder 
know they have periods of time for 
which they cannot account, and 
“they make up memories” for such 
periods of time, he said. 

Mental-health practioners are 
finding the disorder is more 
prevalent than had been thought in 
people who had trauma as 
children, Stewart said. 

Documents identified Wednes- 
day by Stewart and passed earlier 
to jurors for their examination 
included previous school and men- 
tal-health records of the defendant. 

In one of those sets of documents, 
an apaistan principal said in a 
Ma 1971, letter that “if 
not ak is done in the immediate 
future, Bill will soon be beyond 


hel ape 
ourt resumes at 8:30 a.m. 
today. 


Expert finds 3 faces of Benefiel 


‘Wimpy Bill’ 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Bill J. Benefiel very likely suffers 
from multiple personality disorder 
.— and, if he does, “Billy” (the 
“wimpy” personality) could not 
have killed Delores Wells and may 
not even have known what “Bill” 
(the bad personality) was doing, a 
| clinical psychologist said Thurs- 
day. 

‘Multiple personality disorder 
means there is more than one 
personality in one body, clinical 
psychologist Stephen Stewart said. 

Defense attorneys Daniel L. 
Weber and Christopher B. Gambill 
hope to convince jurors that 
Benefiel i is not responsible because 


AM bad CAMinel ¢ le) 
he was ah apprecia' 


wrongfulness of his conduct at the 
time of the crimes including the 
Feb. 7, 1987, murder of Delores 
Wells. 

If the defense attorneys fail, 
Benefiel faces a possible sentence 
to the electric chair. 

Stewart said he couldn’t say with 
absolute certainty, but, “There is 
an extremely high likelihood that 
this man [Benefiel] is a multiple 
personality disorder.” 

Stewart said there may be three 
Benefiel personalities: “the wimpy 
fellow, ‘Billy’; the very unpleasant, 
aggressive and hostile ‘Bill’; and 
this „impression I had of a little 
boy.” The name of the little boy 
personality is not known, and only 


the two main personalities figure 


NICE 


Benefiel is Aduna abiat of 
confinement and other crimes 
against Alicia Elmore. 

A person with no severe mental 
problems who looked in the window 
may have seen Elmore handcuffed 
to a bed. But Benefiel may have 
seen things differently, Stewart 
said. 

“It is very conceivable that in his 
mind — the mind of Billy’ — he did 
not experience himself as keeping 
her hostage” but may have believed 
she was staying voluntarily 
because of love, Stewart said. 

“This stuff gets so dramatic, it 
gets so bizarre, it gets so weird, 
that it [seemingly] cannot possibly 
be true. Apparently . . . it happens 
to people, Stewart said. 


couldn't have killed, he says 


Stewart said “Billy” is not a 
murderous person, but “Bill” is 
sadistic, anti-social and mean. 

“ ‘Billy did not have the capacity 
to stop ‘Bill’ from killing Delores 
Wells even if he knew ‘ill’ killed 
Delores Wells,” the defense 
psychologist said. 

If Benefiel has multiple 
personality disorder, “ ‘Billy may 
not have..known that that hap- 
pened,” he said. “That’s why ‘multi- 
ples’ have these ‘lost time’ ex- 
periences.” 

He said, “I don’t think that ‘Billy 
killed her; I think that ‘Bill’ killed 
her,” and that “Billy” either knew 
nothing or was powerless to stop 
the bad personality, Stewart said. 


Bene re € J lD hi Ay: 


Wien County Public Library 


Tribune-Star. Staff Reporter. 


Bill J. Benefiel, who faces a 
possible death sentence if convicted 
of crimes against two young Terre 
Haute women including murder, 
rape and confinement, on Tuesd 
tried for the second time to ki 
himself — this time with a dis- 
posable razor blade. 

On Feb. 24, Benefiel chewed the 
eraser off a pencil and dug at his 
left wrist with the pencil’s metal 
band. He managed to make a one- 
inch-long cut. 

He has not been allowed pencils 
since then. He also cannot have 
shoelaces or belts. He is kept in a 
cell block where prisoners are 
supervised while shaving and are 
not allowed to keep razors. 
Authorities don’t know how he 
managed to keep the razor. 

Benefiel was found about 3:15 
a.m. Tuesday bleeding profusely 
from two gashes to his left arm, 
Vigo County Jail Commander 
Steve Barnhart said Wednesday. 

Barnhart said Benefiel’s cell- 
mate awoke, found Benefiel in- 
jured, and alerted a er. 

The cell-mate — who is charged 
with child molesting — was sleep- 
ing in a bunk below Benefiel. The 
cell-mate did not say what woke 
him, Barnhart said. 


ane 


Benefiel slashes 


BS tein ow 


“He had one prett 
gash here,” Barnhart said, pointing 
to his left forearm. “And another 
light one here,” he said pointing to 
the underside of his forearm. 

Benefiel was treated at Union 
Hospital where he was given one 
pint of blood and seven stitches 

efore being returned to his 
cellblock, Barnhart said™. 

“Were watching him, but he’s 
not in a private cell,” Barnhart 
said. “He’s a quiet guy. He doesri’t 
really cause any problems.” _ 

Nearly 24 hours after Benefiel’s 
attempted suicide, his mother died 
in the same hospital where he had 
been treated. ah caer: 

Helen L. Benefiel, 66, of 318 S. 

13% St. died at 2:16 a.m. Wednes- 
day in Union Hospital. 
- Benefiel is charged with abduct- 
ing Delores Wells, 18, on Jan. 26, 
raping her, forcing her to submit to 
criminal deviate conduct and con- 
fining her to a house at 322 S. 13% 
St. Wells’s nude, bound body was 
found Feb. 22 in a grave southeast 
of Terre Haute. 

Police said she likely was killed 
on Feb. 7 — four days before 
Benefiel was arrested on charges 
that he raped a 17-year-old, forced 
her to submit to criminal deviate 
conduct and confined her for four 
months. Police found her on Feb. 
11 in a storage space in suspended 
ceiling of the house at 322 S. 13% 

t. j 
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Benefiel wants 


Ts NOV 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Initial police allegations against 


accused murderer Bill J. Benefiel 
were false, so evidence gathered as 


a result of those allegations should 
be thrown out of court, Benefiel’s 
defense attorneys said. 

Benefiel, 31, is charged with 
murdering 18-year-old Delores 
Wells, and also with raping her, 
forcing her to submit to deviate 
sexual conduct, and confining her 
in a house at 322 S. 13% St. after 
abducting her Jan. 26. Her body 
was found Feb. 22 by a volunteer 
search party south of Terre Haute. 

Benefiel is named in another set 
of charges as defendant in one 
count of criminal confinement, two 
counts of criminal deviate conduct 
and five counts of rape, with a 17- 
year-old girl as that victim, and 
those offenses allegedly took place 
in October 1986. 

ayen was arrested and the - 

Tear -old girl was found as 
Aa orities gaa search war- 
rants Feb. 


Benefiel’s | Aiet trial is expected to’ 


come next year — but defense 
attorneys said in a motion filed 
Thursday that a police affidavit 
used to get the first search war- 
rants contained false allegations. 
The original affidavit says police 
were told Jan. 16 by a confidential 
informant who had given reliable 
x 


vidence t tossed’ «. ae 


se previously that the 172 

-old girl “is in the company o 

Bill Benefiel” and that the girk 

was identified “based on photo, 

graphs seen in this community of 
this missing person. 

Defense attorneys Christopher 
B. Gambill and Daniel L. Weber 
say they can refute those state 
ments. i 

The defense motion filed Thurs- 
day contains an affidavit from 
Jeanine Dishon, sister of Benefiel’s 
live-in companion, saying she 
believes she is the confidential 
informant in the first affidavit and 
that she never talked to the police 
detective before Jan. 24. Dishan 
also says she repeatedly told the 
police detective she had not ai 
the 17-year-old gi 

Gambill said Hhursday that just 
the lists of evidence the defense 
wants suppressed amounts to 
“pounds of paperwork alone.” 

Police declined comment on the’ 
motion filed Thursday. 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler noted 
Thursday that Dishon i is Benefiel’s 
live-in compnion’s sister, while Jae 


A the police detective who 
ed the po ice davit, has, 
lon and succes rack reco 


and he would tend to give 
Newport’s affidavit more gedenke- = 

No hearing date has been set fór 
the defense motion. 

Gambil also said Thursday that 
Weber probably would file ‘a 
grange: of-venue motion in about a 
wee "73 


saic 
H F senefiel, 31, is charged with 
18-year-old Delores 


t irderinj 
We lls, and also with raping her, 
fe her to submit to deviate 


t 


8 exual conduct, and confining her 
im a house at 322 S. 13% St. after 


cut 


Benefiel zri also defendant in 
court action alleging one count of 
criminal confinement, two counts 
of criminal deviate conduct and five 
counts of rape, with a 17-year-old 
girl as that victim. Those offenses 
allegedly took place in October 


Benefiel was arer Feb. 11. 
He is expected to be tried next 


ught t I Sud cure 


Vige County Publi 


V1 4 1997 


Y Deferise attorneys Christo stopher 
B. Gambill and Daniel L. Weber 
say Benefiel needs s b apecial medical 
help to fight mental depression: 

ichael Murphy, a clinical 
psychologist, “has indicated that he 
cause to believe that the 
defendant is suffering from severe 
depression” that Gambill and 
Weber say may be keeping Benefiel 


ic Library, 


Benefiel’s blues — 


from Helping his defense attorneys 
as he should. 

Gambill and Weber said in a 
motion filed Friday that a 
psychiatrist should be appointed to 
examine Benefiel and perhaps 
prescribe medication for him. 

No date has been set for ruling 
on that motion in Vigo Superior 
Court Division 1. 


Community Affairs File 


REFERENCE 
DONOT CIRCULATE 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A motion to suppress evidence 
against accused murder Bill J. 
Benefiel has been postponed. 
~—Benefiel’s murder trial is 
scheduled to start April 4 and last 
probably the entire month in Vigo 
Superior Court Division 1. 

enefiel, 31, is charged with 
murdering 18-year-old Delores 
Wells, and also with raping her, 
forcing her to submit to deviate 
sexual conduct, and confining her 


abducting her Jan. 26. 

He is also defendant in one count 
of criminal confinement, two 
counts of criminal deviate conduct 
and five counts gf rans with a 17- 
year-old girl as that victim. Those 
offenses allegedly took place in 
October 1986. Trial on those 
charges has not been scheduled. 

The girl named as the victim in 


the second set of charges has been 


giving a deposition behind closed 
doors this week, as prosecution and 
defense attorneys try to get ready 
for the April trial. 

The deposition session is taking 


Benefiel’s petition to throw out _ 


Nednesday 


2 


1 


longer than expected and wii 
continue Wednesday, which mea 
a motion to suppress evidence 
against Benefiel that had been’ 
scheduled for Wednesday must be 
put off. Do 
A new date has not been set yeț; 
court staffers said this week. | 


vy 7 
Defense attorneys istopher 
B. Gambill and Daniel _L. Weber 


say in their motion to suppress, 
evidence that the first search. 
warrant police got before Benefiel’s 
Feb. 11 arrest was based on false, 
information, so all the evidence. 
that flowed from it should be. 
thrown out of court. a 

aL 
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Dishon believes Be 


Informant fears accused murd 


Despite abs pEC 2? 0, lied about the 


times she supplied them with information that 
led to Bill J. Benefiel’s arrest, Jeanine Dishon 
believes he is gūtlty and will kill her in revenge 
if he is freed. 

“I think if he would*get out of this, I would 
get.a gun and carry it with me all the time,” 
Dishon said Monday. “Me and Bill never did get 
along. We never did like each other.” 

Vigo County Superior Court Division 1 Judge 
Michael H. Eldred is to decide Jan. 29 if he will 
allow or suppress crucial evidence linking 
Benefiel to the abduction, sexual assault and 
death of Delores Wells, 18, and the confinement, 
sexual assault and confinement of a 17-year-old 


rl. 

Without that evidence, police have no case 
against Benefiel. 

Dishon, 26, of Terre Haute is a sister to 
Marilyn Benefiel, Bill Benefiel’s live-in compa- 
nion. Dishon and her sister led police to 
Benefiel, saying the 17-year-old girl was living 
in a house with him at 318 S. 13% St. 

“Were not defending him,” Dishon said of 
herself and Marilyn Benefiel. “The man’s not 
normal.” 

Dishon has disputed detectives’ records of the 
times she and her sister talked with them. Her 
statements are included as part of a request to 


Eldred that he suppress the evidence connect- 
ing Benefiel to the crimes. Also part of the 
suppres sion request is a reportedly misleading 
statement in the affidavit asking for a search 
warrant that would lead police to find the 
missing girl hidden ina ceiling storage space 
inside Benefiel’s house. 

Dishon’s allegations that police lied are also 
part of the request to suppress the evidence. But 
if Benefiel is freed, she said, it won’t be because 
of anything she did. 

“My honest opinion is, no, he shouldn’t be free 
to walk, but I don’t think [Detective Sgt. Joe] 
Newport should have put things in his report 
like he did,” Dishon said. “It ain’t my fault. It’s 
the police department’s fault. If they hadn’t put 
things in those reports like they did, there never 
would have been a suppression hearing.” 

Two experienced police detectives said Dishon 
had helped them with unrelated cases before 
the Benefiel case emerged. They said she had 
talked with them in City Hall and was a known, 
reliable, confidential informant. 

Dishon disputed that. 

She said the girl — who police said curled in 
a fetal position and mumbled incoherently like 


` a baby when discovered — wanted to be in the 


cere because she did not want police to find 
er. 
j 


ne iel is guilty 


erer-rapist would kill her 


“She needed help and he was helping her and 
they fell in love,” Dishon said of the girl. s 
Dishon said Benefiel told her the sexual 
assaults on the girl were committed by other 
men. Dishon said she had never seen the girl, 
but knew she was in the Benefiel house for two 
months before she called police. She said she 
called after Benefiel angered her by mistreating 
Marilyn Benefiel. ; $ 

“I felt like I did it because I had to do it, caus 
he was breaking my sister’s heart,” she said. “I 
thought [Marilyn[ was going to have a nervous 
breakdown.” 

Benefiel had beaten Marilyn Benefiel on 
various occasions, but she continued to love 
him, Dishon safd. ; = 

“She’s been with him almost 13 years. She's 
got three kids by him,” Dishon said. “She loves 
him so much, she’s almost obsessed with him.” 

Marilyn Benefiel told The Tribune-Star four 
days after Benefiel’s arrest that she knew the 
girl was there for three months and said she 
loved Benefiel despite his sexual relationship 
with the girl. She also said the girl wanted to 
stay with Benefiel and was a willing participant 
in their relationship. ‘57 


— Chery! Bickel 
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By Cheryl Bickel f 5 A 
Tribune-Star Staff Js REC 29 1987 


A Vigo County judge is to decide Jan. 29 
whether to suppress crucial evidence 
against accused murderer and rapist Bill 
J. Benefiel, which could allow him fo 
nore prosecution on all charges against 

im. 

Defense attorneys say Vigo County 
Superior Court Division 1 Judge Michael 
H. Eldred should rule that all evidence 
against Benefiel was illegally obtained 
because Terre Haute police misled the 
judge into giving them a search warrant 
which, in turn, led to the charges. 

Vigo County Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler 
maintains police never meant to mislead 
Eldred, but acted in good faith on 
information that led them to arrest 
Benefiel. 

Benefiel is charged with abducting, 
sexually assaulting and confining a 17- 
year-old Terre Haute girl for four months 
in a house at 322 S. 13% St. He is also 
charged with abducting, sexually assault- 
ing and killing Delores Wells, 18, of Terre 
Haute. Those charges — if brought to trial 
and proven — could give Benefiel the 
death penalty. 

The 17-year-old girl was discovered 


UK 


LV i 
during a police search of Benefiel’s house 


after investigators obtained the warrant. 

Her statements and evidence found 
inside the house led authorities to charge 
Benefiel with the crimes against her and 
Wells. 
If the search warrant is suppressed, 

§ authorities will be 

4 unable to use any 
4 evidence obtained 
following the is- 
suance of that 
warrant. 

Jeanine Dis- 
hon, Marilyn 
Benefiel’s sister, 
was the confiden- 
tial informant 
who told police 
the 17-year-old 
a irl was in 
- — enefiel’s house. 
BENEFIEL Included in the 
affidavit asking for search warrants was 
information supplied by an anonymous 
telephone caller. Police confirmed a suspi- 
cion after their search that the anonymous 
caller was Ms. Benefiel, Benefiel’s live-in 
companion. She is the mother of his 
SLAE and uses his name, but the 
Benefiels are not married. 

In a hearing Monday, attorneys Daniel 
L. Weber and Christopher B. Gambill said 


ainst Benefiel coul 


Detective Sgt. Joe Newport led Eldred to 
believe that Dishon had seen the 17-year- 
old inside Benefiel’s house. Newport knew 
Dishon never saw the girl, but had been 
told by Ms. Benefiel that the girl was 
there, Gambill said. 

Ms. Benefiel told Dishon she recognized 
the girl from a picture in an Illinois 
department store. 

n court, Newport said he knew Dishon 

ad not geen the girl. He agreed that the 
affidavit he gave Eldred could be in- 
terpreted to mean Dishon had seen the 
girl. But Newport said he told Eldred that 

ishon had not seen the girl before he 
btained the warrant. In his report, which 
he knew defense attorneys would receive, 
Ep wrote that Dishon had never seen 
er. 

Newport said he never intended to lie to 
the ju ge and, if he were going to lie, he 
would not have said-in his report that 
Dishon had not seen her. 

The affidavit also contained information 
from the anonymous caller, who supported 
Dishon’s information, Newport said, ad- 
ding that he believed that gave him 
enough reason to ask for a search warrant. 

Gambill said what Newport told Eldred 
is unimportant because the written docu- 
ment giving reasons for allowing the 
search must stand alone as legal basis for 
granting the search. 


Community Affairs File 


Adler said the search should be con- 
sidered legal and the evidence heard. He 
said he expects Benefiel’s case to go to a 
higher court regardless of Eldred’s de- 
cision. 

Both he and Weber said they would 
appeal if they lose. 

he informant, who led police to arrest 
Benefiel, also accused them of lying. 

Dishon said Newport lied about when he 
talked with her and about meeting her on 

revious occasions when he said she 

elped police in other investigations. 
ishon also said Detective Cpl. Drew 
Roman lied when he supported Newport’s 
assertions that Dishon had been a reliable 
confidential informant to detectives on 
other occasions and had talked with him 
and Newport in City Hall. 

Newport maintains he talked with 
Dishon on Jan. 16, when she first told him 
the 17-year-old girl was in Benefiel’s house 
and that Benefiel would drive his van to 
one of his four houses in the 300 block of 
13% Street to drop her off or pick her up. 

Dishon maintains she never talked to 
Newport until Jan. 24 and never saw him 
until Benefiel’s arrest on Feb. 11. 

Early in January, Newport said he was 
told by an anonymous caller — later 
determined to have been Ms. Benefiel — 
that the girl could be found within five 
blocks of Ohio and 13th streets. ree | 


k 
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Newport said he knew that was not 
enough information to obtain a search 
warrant but, if he had meant to mislead 
Eldred, he could have done it then. 

Newport said he continued talking with 
Dishon about Benefiel during January and 
February. : 


On Feb. 10, he got another anonymous 
call — this time the same caller (Ms. 
Benefiel) said Wells was also in the house, 
Newport said. The anonymous information 
was identical to Dishon’s, but included 
more information. The anonymous caller 
hag seen the girl in the house, Newport 
said. 


At that point, he wrote an affidavit 
asking for a search warrant based on both 
callers’ information. The paragráth de- 
fense attorneys’ have attacked says, “The 
confidential informant advised this affiant 
that she believes a person in this house is 
[the 17-year-old[, based on photographs 
seen in this community of this missing 
person.” : 


Weber said that paragraph led Eldred ta’ 
believe Dishon had identified the girl when. 
she had not and, in doing so, Newport 
didn’t follow specific procedure. rvs 

“No one should obey the law more than 
the police,” Weber said. “We're winners on 
this; either here or somewhere else. The 
facts and the law are both in our favor.” 
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Sentence 


By Cheryl Bickel 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A: vaguely structured sentence in a 
search warrant request could mean an 
accused murderer and rapist may not 
stand trial, but police hope the warrant 
won't be disallowed because of bad gram- 
mar. 

Vigo County Superior Court Division 1 
Judge Michael] H. Eldred is to decide Jan. 
29 if evidence against Bill J. Benefiel was 
properly obtained. If Efdred decides it was 
not, police have no evidence against 
Benefiel. 

Benefiel is charged with the abduction, 
confinement and rape of a 17-year-old girl, 
and the murder of Delores Wells, 18, who 
had also been abducted, confined and 
raped. 

Daniel L. Weber, one of Benefiel’s 
attorneys, contends the search warrant is 


cri 


invalid because Detective Sgt. Joe 
Newport misrepresented facts to Eldred to 
get it. Weber said he doesnt believe 
Newport set out to mislead Eldred, but he 
did, and that makes the warrant illegal. 

The detectives who investigated the 
Benefiel case under Newport’s direction 
say Weber’s defense is about grammar and 
ignores Newports good intentions to 
satisfy the law. 

“Its an issue of a choice of words,” 
Detective Cpl. Drew Roman said Wednes- 
day. “Its not a question of misuse of 
[police] power.” 

Attorneys contend this sentence made 
the warrant illegal: “The confidential 
informant advised this affiant that she 
believes a person in this house is [the 
missing giri, based on photographs seen in 
this community of this missing girl.” 

The informant believed the girl was in 
the house, but it was an anonymous caller 
who identified the girl from the pictures 
that they had both seen, Newport said. He 
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added that he told Eldred that the 
anonymous caller was the one who saw the 
girl, and that the informant had not. 

In the affidavit, Newport asked Eldred 
to issue warrants for searches of four 
homes owned by Benefiel based on in- 
formation from a known informant and an 
anonymous caller. Four weeks after the 
informant told police that a girl was being 
held by Benefiel, the anonymous caller 
confirmed that and identified the girl as 
one that had been missing for four months. 
The anonymous caller had seen the 
missing girl and said another girl was also 
in the house. 

In his warrant, Newport supported his 
reasons for wanting to search Benefiel’s 
houses with the callers’ information that 
Benefiel sometimes transported the girls 
in a blue van, which he parked near the 
houses to pick them up and drop them off. 

“Its very vague and [ll be the first to 
admit that it was vague,” Newport said. “It 
wasn’t meant to be; the information we 
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had was vague.” 

The search was made the following 
morning, when Newport thought police 
had the best chance of finding the girl. He 
said if they had searched when she and 
Benefiel were gone, Benefiel would have 
killed her when he learned police had been 
there. : 

“The defense attorneys are just doing 
the best they can, and I think the police 
just did the best they could,” Newport said. 
“The only difference is we saved a life.” 

Weber justified his efforts to suppress 
evidence, saying that part of an attorney’s 
job is forcing police to adhere to constitu- 
tional rights even if an accused criminal is 
not brought to trial. 

“I can’t imagine a more worthwhile 
endeavor,” Weber said Monday after he 
and attorney Christopher B. Gambill 
asked Eldred to suppress evidence. “No 
one should obey the law more than the 
police. If they had obeyed the law, and I 
don’t think they did, then this case would 
be decided on its Pn ee a l 

Newport said he upheld the law in 
arresting a suspected murderer and rapist. 

“The defense claims that police more 
than anybody should obey the law, and to 
that I agree,” he said. “But these are points 
of interpretation of the law, and you may 
find a number of differing opinions, even 
among attorneys and judges, not only on 
the trial level, but in the appeal process.” 
` If Newport’s warrant is upheld, it would 
allow police to enter anyone’s home 
because they had incriminating third- 
party information, Weber said. 

Newport disagrees. 

“He’s talking about generalized rules in 
a specific case,” Newport said. “I went in 
there thinking there was a girl in there in 
danger of being hurt Br: Killed, believin 
the whole time that I had a valid searc 
warrant. I never thought that I was doing 
anything wrong and still don’t.” . 


Ss oe 


Benefal, BAL a 


Lawyers 


ACME encol ve 


By John Halladay 9 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Accused murderer Bill J. 
Benefiel may be examined by an 
oat-6fttown psychiatrist to help 
determine his competency to stand 
trial. 

Benefiel, 31, is charged with 
mand ey ins 18-year-old Delores 
Wells, and also with raping her, 
forcing her to submit to deviate 
sexual conduct, and confining her 
in a house at 322 S. 13% St. after 
abducting her Jan. 26, 1987. Her 
body was found Feb. 22 by a 
volunteer search party south of 
Terre Haute. 

That trial is scheduled to begin 
April 4. 

Benefiel is named in another set 


of charges (and a later trial is 
planned) on one count of criminal 
confinement, two counts of 
criminal deviate conduct and five 
counts of rape, with a 17-year-old 
girl as that victim. Those offenses 
allegedly took place in October 
1986. 

Benefiel was arrested and the 
17-year-old girl was found as 
authorities executed search war- 
rants Feb. 11. 

Benefiel’s defense attorneys say 
a police affidavit used to get the 
first search warrants contained 
false or misleading information, so 
all the evidence gathered as a 
result should be thrown out of 
court. 

A ruling on that motion has not 
yet been made; attorneys have 
until Jan. 29 to file legal briefs. 


Meanwhile, Benefiel was taken 
to court Friday under heavy guard 
for a hearing on a report by clinical 
psychologist Michael J. Murphy. 

Christupher B. Gambill, one of 
Benefiel’s defense attorneys, says 
there are “continuing defense 
counsel concerns” that Benefiel 
may not be mentally competent to 
stand trial. 

The defense asked earlier for 
psychiatric help to fight Benefiel’s 
mental depression, and Judge 
Michael H. Eldred granted that 
motion Nov. 16. í 

Gambill said in an affidavit filed 
Friday that he’s met with Benefiel 
at least 10:times, and although “no 
psychiatrist was available or will- 
ing to provide the appropriate 
care,” Benefiel doesn’t seem as 
depressed as he first did — but “he 


say _Benefiel needs psychiatric help 


still is unable to provide pertinent * experiences that he 


facts and information” necessary to 
help Gambill and fellow defense 
attorney Daniel L. Weber prepare 
their case. 

Eldred said he noticed during an 
earlier deposition hearing behind 
closed doors that Benefiel 
participated rather freely with his 
defense attorneys. 

Gambill said, “I would differ with 
the court’s impression.” 

Murphy says in his report that 
Benefiel “perceives himself to be 
the weak and passive victim of the 
harsh and uncaring judgment of 
others and states that this has 
always characterized his life. 

“He states that the treatment he 
receives while in court and from 
other inmates represents only an 
intensification of the same set of 


has had 
throughout his lifetime. The 
depression noted did not appear to 
be arising from a deep sense of 
guilt, but rather a hostile and self- 
elected avoidance of what ‘he 
preceives as harsh and uncaring 
treatment from others.” z 
Murphy also said in his report 
that Benefiel told him, “ “They hate 
me but they always did, so now I 
don’t care. ” and also says Benefiel 
“perceives little likelihood that he 
will not be convicted and he desires- 
to die,” preferably at his own 
hands. . i 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said Ẹ 
he would not object to the defense 
request. nh” “a 
Eldred said he would look over 


the earlier reports, and, “I'll have fe 


a decision Monday or Tuesday.” 
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By John Halladay 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


An out-of-town psychiatrist has 
been appointed to examine accused 
murderer Bill J. Benefiel, and 
Benefiel’s at “Friday 
filed additional legal papers in 
their fight to throw out evidence 
against Benefiel. 

Benefiel, 31, is charged with 
murdering 18-year-old Delores 
Wells, and also with raping her, 
forcing her to submit to deviate 
sexual conduct, and confining her 
in a house at 322 S. 13% St. after 
abducting her Jan. 26, 1987. 

That trial is scheduled to begin 
April 4. 

Judge Michael H. Eldred on 
Friday appointed David Crane of 
Bloomington to, help determine if 
Benefiel is competent to stand 
trial. 

Benefiel is named in another set 


of charges (and a later trial is 


planned) on one count of criminal 
confinement, two counts of 
criminal deviate conduct and five 
counts of rape, with a 17-year-old 
girl as that victim. 

Benefiel was arrested and the 
17-year-old girl was found as 
authorities executed search war- 
rants Feb. 11. 

Benefiel’s defense attorneys say 
a police affidavit used to get the 
first search warrants contained 
incorrect or misleading informa- 
tion, so all the evidence gathered as 
a result should be thrown out of 
court. 

A judicial ruling on that motion 
has not been made; attorneys have 
until Jan. 29 to finish filing legal 
briefs. 

Defense attorneys Christopher 
B. Gambill and Daniel L. Weber got 
their first brief in just before the 
Friday afternoon deadline. 

They say Detective Joe Newport 
knew he was using second-hand 
information to get the February 
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eard warrants, yet he said in an 
affidavit to get the search warrants 
that he believed a confidential 
informant “spoke from personal 
knowledge” about recognizing 
Benefiel from pictures. _ 

“When I was writing it, I had ‘in 
my mind what I.meant. I agree 
with you that it doesn’t come out 
the way it appears now,” Newport 
said during a hearing last month. 

“Unquestionably, Feb. 10, 1987, 
{when the warrants were re- 
quested] was a tense time for the 
Terre Haute Police Department 
and Detective Newport in 
particular,” the defense said. But 
the attorneys add that personal 
knowledge is a constitutional re- 
quirement, and “if the Constitution 
is not followed because the crime 
charged is heinous, then even the 
most law-abiding citizen is ng 
safe.” 

The prosecution is to file its briéf 
by Jan. 25, and the defense has 
until Jan. 29 to answer that brief. 


Danjal, faut 


Higher c 


By John ‘Halladay s JAN 
Tribune-Star Staff AE 17 1988 


pe ch T U a UE o aa Tan 

A, higher court may end up ruling on 
whether evidence against accused murderer 
Bill J. Benefiel was improperly obtained, one 
of Benefiel’s defense attorneys said this 
week. 

Benefiel, 31, is charged with murdering 
18-year-old Delores Wells, with raping her, 
forcing her to submit to deviate sexual 
conduct, and confining her in a house at 322 
S. 13% St. after abducting her Jan. 26, 1987. 
Her body was found Feb. 22 by a search 
party south of Terre Haute. 

Trial is scheduled for April 4. 

Benefie! is named in another set of charges 
on one count of criminal confinement, two 
counts of criminal deviate conduct and five 
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counts of rape, with a 17-year-old girl as that 
- victim. i 
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Benefiel was arrested and the 17-year-old 
girl was found when authorities executed 
search warrants Feb. 11. 

Benefiel’s attorneys say an affidavit used 
to get the first search warrants contained 
incorrect or misleading information, so all 
the evidence gathered as a result should be 
thrown out of court. 

A judicial ruling has not yet been made. 

As for concerns expressed in letters to The 
Tribune-Star about Judge Michael H. Eldred 
taking a second look at a request for a search 
warrant he originally approved, Christopher 
B. Gambill, one of Benefiel’s defense at- 
torneys, said that’s no real problem. 

As Gambill asked rhetorically, who better 
to review the warrant than the judge who 
signed it? 

But Gambill says there may be an 


may)rule on Benefiel evidence 


“interlocutory appeal” of whatever ruling 
Eldred makes. } 

Gambill said if a judge makes a crucial 
ruling, the side unhappy with that ruling 
can ask that it go to the appellate court 
before the case proceeds. He said the judge 
may grant such a motion “because we would 
obviously allege — and, I think if the shoe’s 
on the other foot, the prosecution will allege 
— that that decision is so crucial to the case.” 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler also says an 
interlocutory appeal is a possibility. “If the 
judge rules against us, that’s our only 
remedy” because “we would have no case 
left,” he said. 

If the defense requests and receives an 
appeal, Benefiel would remain in jail while 
the appeal is decided, Gambill said. 

On the other hand, “if the state appeals, 
that would be an interesting question.” 
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whether motions were filed and granted 


Whether Benefiel would be released while 
that appeal is going on would depend on 


or possibly new charges for other crimes 
were filed, Gambill said. mi. 
To reports that a police detective clarified 


Gambill said, “The judge [later] refed oy 
hear evidence on that. It’s inadmissible.~ 

“Indiana law is really clear: An affidavit 
must stand on its own feet. It can’t bë 
‘explained’ by oral evidence or orai 
testimony,” Gambill said. =p 

Eldrededeclined comment. He said he: is 
ethically required not to comment abou 
pending matter and to maintain neutra 
while considering it. "a 
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To the Editor: {VNR ev 

We would like to express our support for 
Detective Joe Newport. We trust and believe in 
him with our whole being. On Feb. 11, 1987, 
Detective Greg McCoy came to our home and 
told us about finding Alicia Elmore. At that time 
we were told our daughter, Delores Wells, was 
dead also; how she died, when she died, how she 
was buried and some of the terrible things that 
were done to her before her death. 

When we asked for help, we knew we were 
looking for her body. You can’t imagine the hell 
of digging in dirt with your hands, and hoping 
this time to find her, and yet at the same 
praying that we would not. 

On Feb. 18 we found a place at the Mount 
Pleasant Mine that we thought might be a 

ave, and after digging for a while we called 
or the police. Joe Newport was the Terre Haute 
Hoyce Department detective who answered the 
call. 

When the police arrived we were asked to 
leave the area while Joe and the police dug for 
a while. Joe then sent for us, and told us there 
was nothing to be found, but he wanted us to 
see for ourselves. I told him I believed him and 
said, “Were not going to find her, are we, Joe?” 
Then he said, “Mrs. Hagan, if he doesn’t talk, 
then no, I don’t believe we ever will.” 

If that kind-hearted man wouldn’t tell me, 
Delores’ mother, a little white lie to give me 
some hope and peace of mind, then he would not 
lie about other things. 

About two months ago, I talked to Joe as I had 
a question that had been eating at me for a long 
time. I needed to know if the Terre Haute Police 
Department could have gotten Delores out of 
Benefiel’s house alive if they had been able to 
act sooner. He then told me about the telephone 
¢alls received from a confidential police infor- 
mant early in January, and how she told him 
about Alicia. He said he had to wait until he had 
{more information to go on before he could act. 
the telephone calls continued into February. 
‘All that time Delores was there, so yes, if they 
had acted sooner, Delores would be alive today. 
Of course I wish they had acted sooner, but they 
‘had to be sure it was done properly. 

+ We are not made at Joe Newport, or any of 
the fine officers, because we are not 
professionals and they are. I am just a mother, 
and had I known where my baby was, I would 
have "Was her out. I will tell you one thing, 
Į would not have worried about obtaining a 
search warrant, and I would have let my 
“bessie” do my talking for me. 

guess now we can talk about the evidence, 
eve me there is plenty. I know what was 
and I even had to identify some of the 
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Mother's frantic search: Last February 
Marge Hagan, her husband Al and 


Tribune-Star file photo. 
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dozens of volunteers such as Ronald 


Frye joined forces in hopes of finding 
the Hagans’ daughter Delores Wells 
alive. Mrs. Hagan says in the accom- 
panying letter to the editor: “...You 
can’t imagine the hell of digging in dirt 
with your hands, and hoping this time 


to find her [Delores], and yet at the 


same praving that we would not.” 


evidence found in the house. There is no doubt 
in my mind that Delores was taken by force, 
eld for 13 days, and then murdered. , 
+ Benefiel’s lawyers say they are not arguing 
the evidence was found, only how it was 
btained. The lawyers know what evidence was 
found, so I don’t see how, in good conscience, 
they can try to get the “evidence suppressed” on 
an “alleged minor technicality.” 
+ Let Benefiel stand trial now, with all the 
evidence found, and by a jury of his peers. He 
has lawyers to do his speaking for him, but who 
does the speaking for the innocent victims, like 
Delores? It is now time that “we the people” 
speak up for our rights, as citizens, and to be 
protected under the law, instead of the 
possibility of letting an alleged rapist and 
murderer go free. I am not arguing that he 
should not have a lawyer, as this is the 
American way, but when a lawyer takes the 
evidence before him and tries not to defend his 
client but rather to seek loopholes to free him, 
then “we the people” must speak out for OUR 
rights. 
; Concerned citizens — this time it was our 
loved one — next time it could be YOUR loved 
one. Do you want to see this man free to walk 
the streets of YOUR community? 


t To the lawyers defending Benefiel — we 
would gladly change chairs with you in the 
courtroom so that you could be a spectator and 
not be permitted to open your mouth for fear of 
being held in “contempt of court.” 

’ Benefiel’s trial is going to cost the taxpayers 
‚of Vigo County a huge amount of money. With 
‘all of the pre-trial delays in trying to “suppress 
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the evidence” it will cost the taxpayers a small 
fortune. What this all boils down to is that we 
are paying to let our loved ones be raped, 
_ tortured and even murdered. $ 
It made me sick to my stomach to sit in the 
courtroom and have to watch the lawyers 
laughing, talking and patting Benefiel on the 
back when they felt they had won a point. This 
| hearing seems no more than a game to them — 
a deadly game — with a very dangerous man 
for a client. We would like them to do us a favor 
— if they get Benefiel off — since they seem to 
think he is such a great person, let them take 
him home to THEIR loved ones, and keep ours 
safe. 


We, the taxpayers, had better start backin 
our police departments and judges, and we nee 
to send politicians to our state capital who will 
speak for all the Delores Wells’ of the world. The 
next victim could your loved one. I will tell from 

first-hand knowledge that the victim has no 
| rights, and no laws to do the speaking for them. 
Let’s get behind Detective Joe Newport — we 
need more like you. Thank you. 


If you, as a taxpayer, are as appalled as we 
are about the developments of this case, then 
come and join our peaceful demonstration in 
support of our police department and judges. 
For more information regarding this de- 
monstration please call 232-8653 any time, and/ 
or 235-4600 in the evening. Bring your signs 
and come join us. 


— Marge and Al Hagan 
— 701 S. 18th St. 
— Terre Haute 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A peaceful demonstration is 
scheduled for noon today outside 
the Vigo County Courthouse in 
connection with the Bill J. Benefiel 
case and to support law enforce- 
ment. 

Benefiel, 31, is charged with 

murdering 18-year-old Delores 
Wells, and also with raping her, 
forcing her to submit to deviate 
_ sexual conduct, and confining her 
in a house at 322 S. 13% St. after 
abducting her Jan. 26, 1987. 

That trial is scheduled to begin 
April 4. 

Benefiel is named in another set 
of charges (and a later trial is 
planned) on one count of criminal 
confinement, two counts of 
criminal deviate conduct and five 
counts of rape, with a 17-year-old 
girl as that victim. 

Benefiel was arrested and the 
17-year-old girl was found as 
authorities executed search war- 
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Accused — murderer J. 
Benefiel can't get a fair Trial 
from Vigo County jurors, his 
defense attorneys said Friday. 

Public hostility toward 
Benefiel, “resulting from the 
publication of the nature of the 
offense and disclosures of 
evidence which may be de- 
termined inadmissible,” has 
become so extreme that the trial 
must be moved elsewhere, or 
jurors selected from another 
county and brought here, the 
defense attorneys say. 

The defense says the hostilit 
“has been displayed throug 
reports in. the media and 


rants Feb. 11. 

Benefiel’s defense attorneys say 
a police affidavit used to get the 
first search warrants contained 
incorrect or misleading informa- 
tion, so all the evidence gathered as 
a result should be thrown out of 
court. 
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through published letters ap- 
pearing in local newspapers.” 

“I would be lying if I said this 
case hasn't received ex- 
traordinary publicity,” 
Prosecutor Phillip 1. Adler said. 

Adler said he would oppose 
moving the whole trial from 
Vigo County. He said picking 
jurors elsewhere and bringing 
them here “would certainly be, 
in my opinion, the best way to 
handle it” if Judge Michael H. 
Eldred grants the defense mo- 
tion. 

No date has been set for , 
ruling on that motion, filed late 
Friday afternoon. 


A judicial ruling on that motion 
has not been made. Attorneys have 
until Friday to finish filing legal 
briefs. 

Al and Marge Hagan, Wells’ 
parents, expressed concern about 
the case and invited people, in a 


letter to the editor Thursday in The, 


DONOTC: 


Tribune-Star, 
monstration. , 

“We just hope to have a peaceful 
demonstration,” Al Hagan said 
Friday afternoon. He said 150 to 
200 people called after the letter to 
the editor was published. 

One aim of the demonstration 
will be to show support for Terre 
Haute Police Detective Joe 
Newport, Hagan said. 

Newport prepared the affidavit 
for the search warrants, now being 
contested by the defense. Newport 
did what he thought had to be done 
and was truthful, Hagan said. 
Other letters-to-the-editor recently 
also have supported Newport. 

Sheriff James R. Jenkins said he 
only plans to have one deputy 
check on the demonstration as part 
of routine patrol of the courthouse 
area. : 

Christopher B. Gambill, one of 
Benefiel’s defense attorneys, said 
Friday, “I wouldn’t criticize 
anyone’s right to assemble and 
voice their views, whatever their 
views may be.” 
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By Liz Carver 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


> About 100 people gathered at the 
Vigo County Courthouse at noon 
Saturday to show support for the 
Terre Haute Police Department 
and detective Joe Newport for their 
work in uncovering evidence in a 
murder case. 
` Protesters walked with picket 
signs to support victims’ rights, 
especially for a victim who can no 
| _ longer speak for herself. They came 
4 2) potest the legal rights accorded 
ill J. Benefiel, charged with the 
death of 18-year-old Delores Wells, ki 3 Tribune-Star/Bonnie Jeffery 
ights are an injustice. ‘Victims’: Delores Wells’ parents, Al, Marge Hagan, march. 


eu such r 
Al “Hook” Moldroski, an 87-year- 
old foe of City Hall, made about 20 day's Tribune-Star. _ took. Wells’ life. yed 
s for use in the demonstration, ‘We had an awful lot of calls, but “If they would ke let [the 
ich lasted until 2:30 p.m. _ the streets are bad,” Marge Hagan detectives] do what they had to do, 
People said Benefiel is the one said Saturday of the turnout. Delores would be alive,” one 
| responsible for Wells’ death, as Fighting tears, she said, “I have woman said. She was’ referring to 
| ey stood in the cold slush holding a lot of strong convictions, but it’s evidin Paan be s pePresced, 
mer signs which said “kidnapper,” hard to put them into words.” Fegange: it was obtained with a 
“murderer,” and “rapist.” Wells’ husband, David, was not searc warrant now being ques- 
as They want him to pay. there, but his grandmother, ucille tioned by Benefiel’s attorneys. 


á think they oughta let him out,” Fox, was. She and a neighbor said They circled once at noon, then 
‘fae: protester said, adding that if he holds his anger inside. But adurned in snowsuits, boots, mit- 
officials did, the people who loved | fortunately, Fox said, David Wells tens and hats, fhey circled again. 
< Wells wouldn’t let him” porgh his turned to God since his wifes Some of the older folks dropped 


| erime. mate iii “death. out, but the Ri went again a 

ie -Young and old. Aee and Demonstrators walked not only third and a fourth and a fifth time. 

‘friends were led by Marge and Al to remember the victims and to ' sipped eg aude iuddied in 

Hagan, Wells’ parents. The Hagans Pea oa O , but also to rejeefhe: the parking lot behind the. 
k t 
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Community Affairs File 


Taking case to streets: Protesters marched around the Vigo County Courthouse Saturday. 


Coffey; 20, who has cancer, met _ 
e 


Delores in church, and they becam 
close companions. “She was my 
best friend. I don’t know another 
person who was sweeter or more 
wonderful.” Coffey said. She 
described Wells as having energy 
and excitement about life. 
Another friend of Wells; Hazel 
Batchelor, 18, said Wells was “the 
best friend I’ve ever had — that’s 
the truth.” sf 
Batchelor met Wells in Booker T. 
Washington Alternative School, 
she said. “I used to cut her hair. 
She was always wanting her hair 


cut,” she said. “My heart goes out 


to Delores’ mom, especially,” she 
said. 


Bobbie. Agan, whose- husband 
was slain in a similar incident in 
Vermillion County in 1983, said 
she is still waiting to hear some 
information about her husband’s 
case and about the suspect, Larry 
Eyler. Agan said she thinks people 
like Benefiel should not be set free. 

Wells was slain metime after 
Jan. 26, 1987, when she was 
abducted, and Feb. 22, 1987, when 
her body was found in a four-foot 
grave south of Terre Haute. 
Autopsy reports show she had been 
raped, sodomized, struck three 
times in the head and was dead 


before being buried. 


Benefiel, 31, stands accused in 
that case and is in the Vigo County 
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Jail awaiting trial. . .. {r 
Defense attorneys filed a motio 
Friday to have new jurors brought 
in from outside Vi o county, 
because they say publicity has 
badly hurt their case. Judge 
Michael H. Eldred must first rule 
on the defense motion. No ruling 

date has been set. 


Benefiel has also been charged 
with the rape and confinement of 
another victim, a 17-year-old girl, 
who disappeared about the same 
time last year. She lived. 


That girl’s mother was also at 
the demonstration. “I can’t talk,” 
she said, as tears cut her speech 
short. i 
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By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


Terre Haute, Ind. — Some 75 
people braved bitter winds and 
snow flurries Saturday to show 
their support for the family of 
Delores Wells, an 18-year-old 
‘Terre Haute woman found stran- 
gled and buried in a shallow 
grave last February. 

Bill J, Benefiel, 31, has been 
charged with abducting Wells at 
gunpoint Jan. 26, 1987, holding 
her captive, raping her, forcing 
her to engage in criminal deviate 
conduct and then murdering her 
on Feb. 7. 

Benefiel was arrested almost 
a year ago after police discovered 
Alicia Elmore, 17, being held in 
the attic of a home he owned. 
Elmore, a high school student 
here, disappeared Oct. 10, 1986, 
when she left her home to buy a 
soft drink for her mother at a 
nearby gasoline station. 

She was apparently held cap- 
tive against her will until she 
was found early in February by 
police, who were acting on a tip. 

Defense attorneys claim that 
the affidavit used by the police to 
obtain search warrants for Bene- 
fiels property contained incor- 
rect information, and that all 
evidence collected under the 
warrants should be inadmissi- 
ble. 

Marge and Al Hagan, the par- 
ents of Wells, asked supporters 
to join them Saturday in a noon 
march around the pee County 


j = Saag and jail. 


Hagan said he nda his wife _ something has to be done.” i: 


selected the day partly becausé 
Friday will be the first anniver- 
sary of the day their daughter 
was abducted, and also to focus 
attention on the possibility that 
Benefiel could be freed. 

“We don’t think he will be. 
but there is always that possibil- 
ity that they may find some loop- 
hole,” Hagan said. “We realize 
that the defense attorneys must 
do all they can, but we hope 
justice prevails. ' 

“Hundreds of people came tọ 
this same parking lot last year 
and went out with us searching 
for Delores. We wanted to show 
that they are. still behind us,” 
Hagan said. 

Search parties of police and 
residents scoured the country- 
side almost daily looking for 
Wells after authorities found El- 
more last February. More than 
100 volunteers, divided into 


teams, were helping the Hagans: | 


in their hunt when the body was 
discovered. 

Marchers carried a variety of 
signs Saturday, including one 
with a photo of Wells and her 
son. Others said: “We are all 
victims of our system,” “Protect 
our Children,” and ‘“‘Benefiel 
Murderer.” 

Local residents Joyce and 
Clifford Julian were among the, 
group. 

x ` We went on all the search». 

“Mrs. Julian said. "My husz- 
band was on the CB when the, 
body was found, and I was: 


_ searching. We are here because» 


- 


Community Affairs File 


© Benefiel 


Walker, , 


disputes 


Benefiel’s 


By John Halladay (U 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Search warrants used to gather 
evidence against accused murderer 
Bill J. Benefiel meet legal require- 


“ments, thief deputy prosecutor 


James R. Walker said Monday. 

Benefiel, 31, is charged with 
murdering 18-year-old Delores 
Wells and committing other crimes 
against her, as well as separate 
confinement and sex crimes involv- 
ing a 17-year-old girl. Benefiel was 
arrested and the 17-year-old girl 
was found as authorities executed 
search warrants Feb. 11, 1987. 

Benefiel’s defense attorneys say 
a police affidavit used to get the 
first search warrants contained 
incorrect or misleading informa- 
tion, so all the evidence gathered as 
a result should be thrown out of 
court. 

Defense attorneys Christopher 
B. Gambill and Daniel L. Weber 
say Detective Joe Newport knew he 
was using second-hand informa- 
tion to get the February search 
warrants, yet he said in an af- 
fidavit to get the search warrants 
that he Believe a confidential 
informant “spoke from personal 
knowledagi about recognizing 

m pictures. 


== Fhe defenders quoted Newport 
as saying in a hearing last month, 
“When I was writing it, I had in my 
mind what I meant,” but that it 
didn’t come out that way. + 

The defenders said that if con- 
stitutional safeguards are not met, 
no one is safe. 


Walker said in his 16-page 


response filed late Monday after- 
noon that the defenders have 
misinterpreted the facts, mis- 
understood the law, and made the 
same type of mistake themselves. 

Walker admits that two para- 
graphs in the affidavit were am- 
biguous, but “the ambiguities were 
the innocent results of somewhat 
careless draftsmanship by Sgt. 
Newport. Sgt. Newport’s training is 
that of a professional law enforce- 
ment officer, not of a professional 
writer.” 

Newport had other information 
not listed in the affidavit, and that 
halps show Newport did not intend 
to mislead Eldred into authorizing 
the warrants, Walker said. “After 
all, a person who would resort to 
perjury to accomplish a particular 
ee would want to make sure 

e in fact accomplished that 
purpose.” 

Even if the search warrants are 
no good, the evidence could still 
come into court under the U.S. 


Supreme Court’s p009 faith excep- 


tion,” Walker sai 


Communi 


DC 


| “Cam Caunas l) 5 
Eldred’s ru a a S case 
expected today or Wednesday 


Vigo Superior Court Division i FER Rugul ghat “the ambiguities 


Judge Michael H. Eldred ‘is ex- 
pected to rule today or Wednesday 
on whether to suppress evidence 
contained in a a_probable-cause 
affidavit which led to the arrest of 
Bill J. Benefiel. 

enefiel is charged with murder- 
ing Delores Wells. 

Attorneys for Benefiel said the 
probable-cause affidavit contained 
reckless or intentionally false 
statements. 

Public defenders just made the 4 

.m. deadline Monday to file their 
Raal legal brief in their motion to 
Suppress evidence. 

e state has said that two 
paragraphs in the affidayit were 


were the 
somewhat careless draftsmanship 
by Sgt. [Joe] Newport.” 

Chief deputy prosecutor Jim 
Walker said Newport had other 


information not listed in the af- 


fidavit, which helps show.Newport 
did not intend~to mislead Eldred 
into authorizing warrants. Walker 
said that search warrants used to 
gather evidence against Benefiel do 
meet legal requirements. 

Public defender Chris Gambill 
disputes the state’s contention that 
misstatements or omissions were 
made innocently or negligently, in 
which case the false statements 
would not have to be set aside. 


innocent results of 


“We're saying they were clearly 
reckless and intentional” and the 
legal brief points to other similar 
court cases which support that 
contention, he said. 

If the defense can demonstrate 
statements were intentionally mis- 
leading or recklessly false, the false 


statements must be taken out of 


the affidavit. == 

In the affidavit in question, 
“What remains is not probable 
cause to issue a search warrant,” 
Gambill said. 

Benefiel, 31, is charged with 
murder and other crimes against 
18-year-old Delores Wells, as well 
as separate confinement and sex 


crimes involving a 17-year-old girl. 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Eldred says evidence admissible 
orneys expect to win on appeal 


By John Halladay | s 
Tribune-Star Staff vs FEB 04 1966 


_“Benetiel’s att 


Evidence against accused murderer . Bill J. 
Benepe’ will be allowed in court, Judge Michael 
H. red ruled Wednesday afternoon. 

“We're just grateful for the judge’s ruling,” Al 
Hagan, stepfather of slain Delores Wells, said 
Wednesday. “Now maybe we can get on with the 
trial.” 

Benefiel, 31, is charged with murder and 
other crimes against Wells, 18, as well as 
‘separate confinement and sex crimes involving 
a 17-year-old girl. 

Benefiel was arrested and the 17-year-old girl 
was found as authorities executed search 
warrants Feb, 11, 1987. The first of two trials 
for Benefiel is scheduled to begin April 4. 

Benefiel’s defense attorneys said an affidavit 
by police Detective Joe Newport used to get the 
search warrants contained incorrect or mislead- 
ing information, so all the evidence gathered as 
a result should be thrown out of court. 

Eldred said in a four-page ruling Wednesday 
that “While Detective Newport admitted openly 
that the language viewed in retrospect was 
ambiguous and perhaps misleading, there was 


no direct evidence to persuade the court that he 
intentionall. busied or acted in reckless 
disregard for the truth. Rather, a more 
common-sense analysis would indicate that 
Newport in the haste of a death-preventative 
criminal investigation was guilty of sloppily 
constructing his sentences.” 
_ Problems with 
4 sentence construction 
4 do not make the war- 
rants invalid, the judge 
said. 
Newport answered 
questions about what 
e did in a 
straightforward and 
non-evasive manner, 
and “his appearance, 
voice inflection, eye 
contact and demeanor 
were all consistent 
with a person who is 
BENEFIEL telling the truth. He 
clearly denied any intent to mislead or act in 
a reckless manner,” and defense attorneys 
presented no direct evidence to the contrary, 
Eldred said. 
Terre Haute Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk 
said he thought the police were right all along. 


He said it’s now time for everyone to switch 
focus and pay more attention to the rights of 
victims, rather. than defendants. 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said, “I’m de- 
lighted but not surprised” at the judge's ruling 
because he thought the law was on his side. 

Christopher B. Gambill, one of Benefiel’s 
defense attorneys, said he thinks the defense 
will win on appeal — if not immediately, then 
eventually. 

Gambill said an immediate appeal request 
would be filed within the next few days. 

The defense attorneys also have claimed 
Benefiel can’t get a fair trial from local jurors 
because of publicity about. the case. 

Eldred has set a hearing on that motion for 
2 p.m. Monday. 

“I suspect itll be granted,” Adler said. 
Publicity has been “extraordinary” and there 
aia Jots of strong feelings” about the case, he 
said. 

One possible solution to the problem would be 
to pick jurors in another county and bring them 
here — by far the preferable alternative to 
moving the whole trial elsewhere, Adler said. 

Gambill said he thinks the whole trial will 
have to be moved because community sentiment 
is so strong it would influence the jurors no 
matter what precautions Eldred might take. 


Community A, 


By John Halladay 
Loe Star Staff Rep 
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fiel and Marilyn S. Dishon were 
ursday in the Vigo County Jail. 

Benefiel — charged with murder and other 

_ crimes against 18-year-old Delores Wells, as 

well as separate confinement and sex crimes 


husband’s trial, the bride sai 
to. » J 

She agreed when asked if she wished 
could have been married in a r 
ceremony before her husband was i j 
would have been nicer — but at least : 
getting it done,” she said. ‘They he ve three 


~ children. 


involving a 17-year-old girl — remains 
pce ented: He wore an 


Mrs. Benefiel — charged with welfare fraud 
— is free on bail. She wore a purple and pink 
flowered dress. 

Arriving at the outer jail lobby shortly 
before the 11 a.m. wedding ceremony, the 
bride-to-be sat on a bench and answered 
questions from television, 
newspaper reporters before going into the 
secure area to meet the groom. 

“We'd always planned on 
and he asked me and I said, 

$0 I want to marry him,” 

Her husband faces trial April 4 — but the 
bride said she was not marrying Benefiel to 

get out 4 Rosay being required to testify 


etting married, 
es.’ I love him, 
she told reporters. 


: Daepst citar Phillip I. Alder says spousal ` 
immunity | does not appl 
Gatha ed before marriage 


al’s office would nol venture an im- 


to knowledge 
The attorney 


She said she believes thar bustin is 
innocent “because I know him. I know him | 
very well. And he’s not the kind of person that- 
everybody’s — you know — making him look | 
like. Everybody’s thinking he’s an animal or 
something, but he’s not.” 

She said, “I just don’t believe i 4 my heart ' 
I don't believe it.” 

HR TERY BPs conducted b p) y Count 
Cler e s Wiggen ers of the- 
Sheriffs De fraa rae witnesses. ‘ 

Burns said afterward that the participants 
did pretty well, although “Billy” — as his first | 
name is listed on the marriage application — 

“was a little nervous.” Burns said Benefiel — 
“was shaking a little bit and stuttered in the — 
beginning when I was giving him instructi an 
and said, You mean I have to. really € do that 

| Thave to ear that, vy > going ; to say it 
saying particular facts _ to me?” pout, five srg 


mediate opinion, 
would be crustal 


and the issue would be up Th ceremony took a 
to a local judge 


s to whether the bride Sud Bui s said 
ommunity Affairs F 


Eldred opts for foreign jury 


By John Halla 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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eS 
_ Jurors will be selected in another county and 
brought here for the trial of Bill J. Benefiel, Judge 
Michael H. Eldred said Monday. 

Benefiel is charged with 
murder and other crimes 
against 18-year-old Delores 
Wells, as well as separate 
confinement and sex crimes 
involving a 17-year-old girl. 

Daniel L. Weber, one of 
Benefiel’s defense lawyers, 
argued for moving the whole 
trial away from Vigo County, 
saying, “In the long run, we're 
going to be better off” if that 
were done — rather than 
spending the money and time 
on a local trial and then 
having someone shout ELDRED 
something or a juror overhear something, and the trial 
have to be done over later. 

Weber said the level of interest in the case has been 
so intense for so long that it would be virtually 
impossible to insulate jurors from inappropriate 
comments. sà 

“There are still jokes told on every radio show in this 


aist Benefiel 


town every time we have a hearing,” Weber said. 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said he had to admit that 
publicity about the Benefiel case has been ex- 
traordinary, but he still urged picking jurors 
elsewhere and conducting the trial in Vigo County.. 

Anyone with a mind to influence the jury could do 
that by driving to where the trial would be conducted, 
and moving the whole trial “would cause tremendous 
delays in the trial, and I would suppose would 
lengthen the trial,” Adler said. 

“Just to say that it’s possible that something may 
happen” if the trial is conducted in Vigo County, “I 
don’t think that’s sufficient,” Adler said. 

Eldred said various precautions will be taken to 
keep jurors from hearing, reading or seeing what they , 
shouldn't. “I am hopeful that the media will be more 
responsible in its coverage of this trial while it is in 
this county than they have been in the past.” 

Eldred said prosecution and defense lawyers should 
get together and see if they can agree on a county in 
which jurors will be chosen. If the two sides agree, they 
should tell him and no one else, so he and not the news 
media can be the first to contact authorities in 
whatever county is named to get permission of 
authorities there and make final arrangements. 

Eldred said he was taking under advisement a 
defense request for a delay in the trial. 

The judge said he’s asked mental-health specialists 
to hurry reports that would help determine if Benefiel 


is mentally fit for trial, which is scheduled, April 4. 


Benefiel’s murder trial pushed — 


back Aive 


Trial for accused murderer Bill J. 
Benefiel was reset Wednesday iñ 
Ped Court Division 1 to 

apt. 12. 

enefiel had been scheduled to 
go on trial April 4, but results of 
medical tests to help determine 
Benefiel’s mental fitness to stand 
trial have not been turned in. 

Court-appointed psychiatrist 
David Crane of Bloomington has 
been busy with other matters, but 
may report this week, Judge 
Michael H. Eldred said Wednes- 


ay. 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said 
the defense may also file papers to 
pave the way for contentions that 

enefiel was insane at the time of 


s alleged crimes, “which means 
another round of tests” and reports 
would be needed. 

Some reports on Indiana State 
Police tests also still have to be 
turned in, Adler said. 

Daniel L. Weber — one of 
Benefiel’s defense attorneys — said 
he has no reason to believe that 
allegations against Benefiel will be 
resolved short of trial, and the 
defender did not see trial as 
possible before August. 

Adler said summer is a difficult 
time to conduct a major trial 
because many Panir plan vaca- 
tions then, and the new date should 
be one that would allow for cont- 


x 


i 


ingencies so the trial will not have: 
to be rescheduled again. +h 
Benefiel is charged with murder 
and other crimes against 18-year- 
old Delores Wells, as well as 
separate confinement and sex 
crimes involving a 17-year-old girl. 
‘Benefiel was arrested and the 
17-year-old girl was found as 
authorities executed search war- 
rants Feb. 11, 1987. s, 
Wells’ body was found Feb. 22, 
1987, by a volunteer search party 
south of Terre Haute. W 
If convicted of all the charges 
against him, Benefiel could receive 
the death penalty or up to 490 
years in prison. 34 
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Personalities 
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‘By John Halladay 2 9 1968 
‘Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


' An allegation that accused 
murderer Bill Benefiel has 
multiple e Tie may be at 
issue during a during a mental- 
competency hearing scheduled for 
ay 23. 
' Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler says 
doctors’ reports indicate that 
Benefiel is fit for trial on Sept. 12 
in Vigo Superior Court Division 1. 
' Christopher B. Gambill, one of 
Benefiel’s defense attorneys, says 
one of the reports — by a 

sychiatrist — suggests Benefiel 
bat multiple personalities. 

That would make it difficult to 
punish the right personality and 
not an innocent personality if 
Benefiel is found guilty. 


Asked if he will be making a legal 
argument on that basis, Gambill 
said, “I think there’s some real 
interesting issues involved,” and 
there would have to be further 
research before he could say. 

e ‘bad’ Benefiel is the one we 
charged,” Adler said. He said he 
could not say how a person with 


, 


may be issue 


multiple personalities might be 
punished. 

Gambill also said another report 
— by a psychologist — says 
Benefiel has a mental disorder that 
causes him not to be able to assist 
his defense attorneys. 

Gambill says how a person can 
be unable to assist his defense 
attorneys anu still be fit for trial is 
“an interesting question.” Adler 
said he found that a “puzzling 
statement” in the report. 

“We'll just have to wait and hear 
what they testify to” before those 
matters are resolved, Adler said. 

Benefiel is charged with murder 
and other crimes against 18-year- 
old Delores Wells, as wall as 
separate confinement and sex 
crimes involving a 17-year-old girl. 

Benefiel was arrested and the 
17-year-old girl was found as 
authorities executed search war- 
rants Feb. 11, 1987. 

Wells’ body was found Feb. 22, 
1987, by a volunteer search party 
south of Terre Haute. 

If convicted of all the charges 
against him, Benefiel could receive 
the death penalty or up to 490 
years in prison. 
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Judge rules Benefiel competent 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Accused murderer Bill J. 


„Benefiel is competent to go on trial 
ep 


t. 12, Judge Michael H. Eldred 
ruled Monday. 
` “Ain't gonna be no trial. I’m 
gonna kill myself,” Benefiel said 
after the judge’s ruling as the 
courtroom was being vacated. 

Benefiel testified during the 
hearing that he wants to die “as 
soon as I can.” 

He said he wants to be convicted 
of all charges against him and 
receive the death penalty; and he 
doesn’t want to help his defense 


attorneys, Christopher B. Gambill 


5 


and Daniel L. Weber. | 

Asked by Prosecutor Phillip I. 
Adler why he doesn’t just plead 
guilty, Benefiel said, “I refuse 
answer that.” 

Benefiel is charged with murda: 
and other crimes against 18-year- 
old Delores Wells, as well < 
separate confinement and se 
crimes involving E 1 7-year-old gir 


to stand trial 


P4 


Benefiel was arrested and the 
17-year-old girl was found as 
authorities executed search war- 
rants Feb. 11, 1987. 

Wells’ body was found Feb. 22, 
1987, by a volunteer search party 
south of Terre Haute. i 

If convicted of all the charges 
against him, Benefiel could receive 
the death penalty or up to 490 
years in prison. t- i 

Al Hagan, Wells’ stepfather, said 
he was pleased with Eldred’s ruling 
that Benefiel is fit for trial. 

As he made his ruling, Eldred 
said he had great deference for the 
opinions of two mental-health ex- 
perts, David G. Crane and Michael 
J. Murphy, that Benefiel is compe- 
tent. 

Crane, a psychiatrist who has 
both medical and law degrees, said 
he could not be sure, but there were 
indications that Benefiel has two 
personalities: “Billy,” the good 
personality; and “Bill,” the bad 
personality. 

He said Billy wants to die as a 
means of controlling Bill, who 
hates women. “If I have to die for 

f= H ix 


on murd 
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him to die, then there's no other 
way,” Crane quoted “Billy” as 
saying. - i 

Murphy, a clinical psychologist, 
said Benefiel often was vague and 
evasive when he was interviewed. 
Murphy said Benefiel showed “a 
general predisposition to opposi- 
tionality” in responding to ques- 
tions. “I think right now that the 
situation is such that he obtains 
considerable gratification through 
noncompliance,” Murphy said. He 
said Benefiel was not able to act 
rationally in the normal sense but 
rather to further his ow:: goals. 

Each defense attorney .alled the 
other to the witness stand to say 
Benefiel had not been discussing 
the case with them. 

Adler brought out during cross- 
examination that Benefiel was 


seen talking frequently to defense | 


attorneys during an earlier deposi- 
tion hearing. Gambill said that 
etting information that way was 
ike trying to find out what your 
dog has been eating by stepping in 
manure and then looking at the 
bottom of your shoe. iy wba 


er charge 


BILL J. BENEFIEL 
e's a “Vm gonnak 


Cent ia 


Bike 


. Sept. 12. Forty pros 
Ne day will be calle 
five days if necessary — until the 
‘selection process is complete, 


Tenete jury coming from Va 


` murderer Bill J. Benefiel will be 


selected in Evansville, the 
yanderburgh County seat, and 
then brought back to Terre Haute 


-Judge Michael H. Eldred said 
` Wednesda 


Jury tin i is set to begin 
ive jurors 
— for up to 


Eldred said he plans to visit 
Evansville i in the next few weeks to 
“size things up and get a better idea 
of which courtroom will be used 
there. 

Benefiel is charged with murder 
and other crimes against 18-year- 
old Delores Wells, as well as 
separate confinement and sex 
crimes involving a 17-year-old girl. 


Vanderburgh 


SPAN was arrested and the 
17-year-old gir) was found as 
authorities executed search war- 
rants Feb. 11, 1987. 

Wells’ body was found Feb. 22, 
1987, by a volunteer search party 
south of Terre Haute. 

If convicted of all the charges 
against him, Benefiel could receive 
the death penalty or up to 490 
years in prison. 
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Twist of fate Con: snd lmnalsis 
Insanity could free Benefiel 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A successful insanity defense could mean accused 
murderer Bill J. Benefiel would go free 

A person whose attorney successfully uses an 
insanity defense is found “not responsible by reason 
of insanity at the time of the crime.” 

If that’s the verdict, the prosecuting attorney 
then files a petition with the court for the 
commitment of the insane person, and a hearing is 
conducted to see if the person is still mentally ill 
and dangerous, or still mentally ill and gravely 

isabled. 

If so, the person is committed to the Department 
of Mental Health until he or she gets well. If the 
hearing determines that the person is not stil] 


mentally ill and dangerous, or mentally ill and 
gravely disabled, he or she is release 

Jurors might instead find Benefiel guilty but 
mentally ill at the time of the crime, in which event 
he would be sentenced to the custody of the 
Department of Correction and could receive menial 
health treatment but ould serve whatever 
sentence was imposed, no matter if his mental 
health improved. 

Defense attorneys Christopher B. Gawbill and 
Daniel L. Weber will have a private mental-health 
expert in their corner to consult with them, court 
papers say. 

hree mental-health specialists who already 
have examined Benefiel also were ordered tu 
conduct such additional examinations as may be 
necessary and turn in reports related to Benefiel's 
insanity defense. Those additional reports have not 
been made public,. $ 


af y 


enefiel a 
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By John Halladay | S AUG 2 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 3 1388 


Bill J. Benefiel committed murder and 
other crimes, but was insane at the time, his 
defense attorneys said Monday. 

Defense attorneys Christopher B. Gambill 
and Daniel L. Weber filed an admission and 
stipulation of facts Monday afternoon in Vigo 
Superior Court Division 1 admitting 
criminal confinement, rape, criminal deviate 
‘conduct and the murder of 18-year-old 
Delores Wells. 

Al and Margie Hagan, stepfather and 
mother of ells, said they thought 
something like this might be coming hecauge 
of the heavy evidence against Benefiel. 


AeA $ 
eel like a big weight has psen lifted off our 
shoulders,” Margie Hagan s 

Gambill said the defenders filed the legal 
papers because “The real issue in this case 
is insanity ... and we didn’t want this to 
become a circus.” 

Along with the admission, the defenders 
filed a request to keep evidence of the crimes 
from jurors during the trial, set to start next 
month. 

“We anticipate that the state won't want 
to let go of the gore,” Weber said. But the 
defenders say evidence “would only prejudice 
the jury and distract them. from the only 
issue to be tried . . . the state of mind of the 
defendant” at the time of the crimes. 

The defense attorneys say Benefiel’s 
defense is that he is not responsible because 
he couldn’t understand his acts were wrong, 


or because he couldn’t keep his conduct 
within legal limits, or that he acted under 
“irresistible impulse” as a result of mental 
disease or defect. 

Weber said an important part of that 
insanity defense will be the contention that 
Benefiel may well have two personalities. 

Judge Michael H. Eldred ruled earlier that 
Benefiel is competent to go on trial, although 
the defenders say they still have personal 
reservations about that. 

In addition to murder and other crimes 
against Wells, Benefiel faces charges for 
separate confinement and sex crimes involv- 
ing a 17-year-old girl. Benefiel was arrested 
and the 17-year-old girl was found as 
authorities executed search warrants Feb. 
11, 1987. Wells’ body was found Feb. 22, 


Comn 


dmits to death facts 


1987, by a volunteer search party south of Și 


Terre Haute. 

If convicted of all the charges against him, 
Benefiel could receive the death penalty or 
up to 490 years in prison. i 

During an earlier court hearing, David G. 
Crane — a psychiatrist who has both 
medical and law degrees — said he could not 
be sure, but there were indications that § 
Benefiel has two personalities: “Billy,” the 
good personality, and “Bill,” the bad 
personality. 

He said Billy wants to die as a means of § 
controlling Bill, who hates women. “If Thave 
to die for him to die, then there’s no os 
way,” Crane quoted Benefiel as saying. 


should ne 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


SUES SS EE a eee ee A 
Bill J. Benefiel should not face the electric chair, his 
defense attorneys say. 

Back on May 6, 1987, Vigo County Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler filed a request seeking the death 
penalty for Benefiel, saying Benefiel killed 18-year-old 
Delores Wells on Feb. 7, 1987, “while committing rape 
and criminal deviate conduct.” 

Defense attorneys Christopher B. Gambill and 
Daniel L. Weber filed a motion Tuesday afternoon to 
dismiss the state’s request for the death penalty. 

The defenders say Benefiel has “at least two and 
perhaps three or more” distinct personalities, and 
punishing the “bad” one wculd mean the other 
personality or personalities would also suffer unfairly. 

One possible personality is called “Bil]” — the bad 
one; and another possible personality is called “Billy” 
— the good one. 

The defenders also say the multiple personalities 
make it impossible for them to prepare background 
information on Benefiel. 

“Billy Joe Benefiel has quite obviously led a 
tortured, deprived, brutal, and chaotic life. He has 
been abused physically, emotionally, and sexually 
throughout most of his formative years. 

“Nevertheless, the fact that 
personalities makes it impossible to prepare a 
presentation for the penalty phase when the death 
sentence might be imposed,” the defenders say. 

_ The prosecutor reacted scornfully Tuesday to the 
defense motion, saying it’s not been shown with any 
certainty yet that Benefiel. has more than one 
personality. ~~ ar erren e a: 

Adler also said that just because a person may have 
more than one personality, that does not mean he 
‘should, escape justice. Pin . 

In addition to murder and other crimes against 
Wells, Benefiel faces charges for separate confinement 
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and sex crimes involving a 17-year-old girl. 

If convicted of all the charges against him, Benefiel, 
32, could receive the death penalty or up to 490 years 
in prison. 

Defense attorneys also claim the death penalty is 
unconstitutional, and the discretion given prosecutors: 
to call for it results in “a patternless and immoral 
game now played by Indiana prosecutors and courts.” 

As the death-penalty law is now, it forces the 
defendant to prove his worthiness for life at. two 
different stages: before the jury and then before the 
judge fe decision on whether to. 
impose the death penalty, the, defenders say. pear, 

e defenders also say the harshness of the death 
penalty makes it “astronomically” more likely that an 
innocent person will plead guilty rather an run the 
risk of death. ` Fe E A SER 


€ Bites nico 
ESU -wia 


Benefiel’s mental state 
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only issue, J 


By John Halladay S AUG 27 1988 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter ‘ L 
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Bill J. Benefiel’s state of mind when committed 
murder and other crimes is “basically, all that’s at 
issue now,” Vigo Superior Court Division I Judge 
Michael H. Eldred said Friday. 

‘The defense this week admitted Benefiel committed 
the crimes — including the killing of 18-year-old 
Delores Wells — but was insane at the time. 

Daniel L. Weber, one of Benefiel’s court-appointed 
defense attorneys, said during a hearing Friday that 
if the defense lawyers can’t prove Benefiel was insane 
at the time of the crimes, then “guilt descends upon 
our client.” 

Christopher B. Gambill, another of Benefiel’s public 
defenders, said Benefiel may not have known what he 
was doing was wrong. Gambill said the defense team 
wants the prosecution restricted to evidence that has 
a “logical bearing” on Benefiel’s sanity at the time of 
the crimes. 

Chief Deputy Prosecutor James R. Walker said in 
a response to a defense motion to limit evidence that 
“by raising the insanity defense, the defendant has 
opened his whole life to examination.” 

Asked if, despite the defense admissions, the 
prosecution will still have to get into “the gory stuff,” 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said after the court hearing, 
“To the extent that where the body was found, how 
it was found, how deep it was found, to me all goes 
to show wrongfulness. Let’s talk about a hypothetical 
situation. If a particular person kills someone, [and] 
doesn’t know that’s wrong, then why go out to a remote 
area of the county and bury a body six feet deep? Why 
not just ‘eave the person wherever he or she is, or take 
it to Seventh and Wabash? To me, that’s quite 
competent evidence to show [the defendant realized 
the] wrongfulness.” 


said. 
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At least, jurors should hear such evidence, Adler | 


ige says 


During the court hearing, Adler said there would be 
“one key witness” — the 17-year-old girl Benefiel also 
allegedly confined and raped — who will testify to 
Benefiel’s state of mind. 

The judge said the girl’s testimony would be 
admitted as a general proposition, although he 
anticipates defense objections “and probably plenty of 
them.” He said as “referee” of the trial, he wouldn’t 
let the flow of the trial be disrupted by constant 
defense objections but would stent enter a “continu- 
ing objection” on the record. 

Weber said he doesn’t believe the law really allows 
continuing objections and said he would object “as 
need be.” 

Eldred said Weber could object as much as he wants, 
but “the consequences may be quite severe” if he does 
so despite the judge’s orders. 

The defenders also wanted a court order against 
evidence during sentencing of other crimes their client 
may have committed but not been convicted of doing. 

Eldred said evidence of such additional alleged 
crimes could come to jurors’ knowledge before Benefiel 
is sentenced, which would make the defense request 
moot. At least for the time being, the judge denied the 
defense request. 

Eldred also said he was inclined to keep the 
traditional prosecution-goes-first order to the trial, 
rather than let the defense attorneys go first as they 
requested. But he said he would delay a final ruling 
on that question until he reads another court case. 
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Legal minds disagree 
on insanity defense 


Bill J. Benefiel committed murder and other 
crimes, but was insane at the time, his defense 
attorneys say. 

at “insane” means is something the 
prosecution and defense attorneys don’t agree 
on. 

Defense attorneys say Benefiel is: not 
responsible because he couldn’t understand his -` 
acts were wrong, or because he couldn't keep his 
conduct within legal limits, or that he acted 
under “irresistible impulse” as a result of mental 
disease or defect. 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler says the correct 
meaning of an insanity defense is more concise 
— whether or not the defendant had “the 
substantial capacity to appreciate the wrongful- 
ness of his conduct.” 

Christopher B. Gambill, one of Benefiel’s 
defense lawyers, said during a court hearing 
Friday that Adler should read some additional 
court cases and he would find the defense 
attorneys are right. “We can’t find those cases,” 
Adler said. “We'll help you out,” Gambill said. 

Judge Michael H. Eldred said he’d like to have 
some legal briefs next week to get the dispute 
ironed out before trial. ; 
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Death penalty still x 
possible in Wells’ case © 


Bill J. Benefiel continues to face the electric. 
chair as a possible sentence if he is convicted of 
murdering Delores Wells. e 4 
Vigo County Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler filed ` 
the death penalty request on May 6, 1987, saying 
that Benefiel killed the 18-year-old Wells on Feb 
7, 1987, “while committing rape and criminal 
deviate conduct.” 

Defense attorneys Christopher B. Gambill and 
Daniel L. Weber filed a motion this week to 
dismiss that prosecution request, saying 
Benefiel has “at least two and perhaps three or 
more” distinct personalities, and punishing the 
“bad” one would mean the other personality or 
personalities would also suffer. i 

Adler said Friday it’s not been shown with any 
certainty yet that Benefiel has more than one 


personality, and tentative testimony on that | 


issue earlier indicated Benefiel could have ` 
multiple personalities and still be sane. 

Such questions are up to the jury, Adler said. 

James R. Walker, chief deputy prosecutor, 
said in a written response to the defense motion, 
“It should be pointed out that the Indiana 
Supreme Court has held that a defendant who 
has been found guilty but mentally ill may 
constitutionally be sentenced to death.” 


Weber said the evidence of his client’s multiple . 


personalities is “not as strong now as it will be.” - 


Judge Michael H. Eldred, who will preside at ` 


next month’s Benefiel trial, said the state’s -i 
request for the death penalty would stand, at 
least for now. : 
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By John Halladay Ts AUG 3 0. 1988 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


It’s back to square one in the trial next month of 
accused murderer Bill J. Benefiel. 
Benefiel, 32, faces a possible death sentence if 


convicted of murdering Delores Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, — 


Defense attorneys Christopher B. Gambill and 
Daniel L. Weber last week filed papers with Benefiel’s 
signature, admitting the legal elements of the crimes 
against Wells — criminal confinement, rape, criminal 
deviate conduct, and murder. But the legal documents 
said Benefiel was not responsible because he was 
insane at the time of the crimes. 

After quizzing Benefiel extensively Monday, 
Superior Court 1 Judge Michael H. Eldred said he 
could not accept the statements that Benefiel’s 
lawyers presented to the court. 

Eldred asked Benefiel if he wanted to admit to the 
crimes. 

“That’s a hard one to answer,” Benefiel said in court 
Monday. 

He said he understood the document better Monday 
than he did when he signed it last week. He said he 
signed the document last week at his defense 
attorneys’ and his wife’s urging. “I was told to sign it, 
so A signed it: That’s the only thing I can answer, ” he 
sai 

Not good enough, Eldred said, and rejected the 
documents. 

After the court hearin; ng, Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler 
said, “Well, it’s just back to the original square one, 
which is what Pye been operating on now for a year 
and a half, so it’s not any really significant change. 
We’ll guit try the case as we had planned on tryin; 
it and calling all the necessary witnesses, which P 
anticipated calling before.” 

Al Hagan, Wells’ stepfather, was at the hearing but 
declined comment. 

Gambill said after the hearing that the way Benefiel 
answered questions showed what the defense at- 
torneys have been contending: that their client has 
serious mental-health problems. “I know then the 
alternative view would be that this is all some 
intentional act, and we certainly don’t believe it is.” 

The insanity defense remains on file, Gambill said. 

Benefiel’s wife, Marilyn, said she urged her husband 
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BILL J. BENEFIEL 
Signed at lawyers’ urging 


to sign the document “because I thought if he att 
exactly ... if he was’ thinking right, he'd know it was 
the right thing to do.” 

During a court recess, Benefiel said in apparent 
reference to the admission of crimes, “I can thke it all 
back if I want to. I’m not afraid to die.” ‘Jenne 

Jury selection in Benefiel’s trial is set to begin Sept. 
12 in Evansville. er jurors-are selected, as will 


be brought back to Terre Haute and sequestered for 


the trial. 
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Benefiel renews claim 


Less than a week before jury selection is to 
begin, defense attorneys say accused murderer 
Bill J. Benefiel is not mentally competent to 
stand trial. 

Benefiel, 32, faces a possible sentence to the 
electric chair if convicted of murdering Delores 
Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, 1987. Jury selection is to 
begin Monday i in Evansville. 

Superior Court Division 1 Judge Michael H. 
Eldred ruled earlier that Benefiel was mentally 
competent for trial. 

Defense attorneys Christopher B. Gambill 
and Daniel L. Weber — who have questioned 
their client’s competency for a long time — said 
Tuesday that new evidence shows Benefiel is 
not competent to stand trial. 

That new evidence, the defense attorneys say, 
includes testimony from an Indiana olig clinical 
psychologist who examined Benefiel after the 
earlier competency hearing, additional mental 
health records not previously available about 
Benefiel, and testimony by Benefiel last week 
about whether ne can understand legal docu- 


my 


ments. SEP 0 7 1988 

To be pis SE to stand trial, a 
person must be able to help his attorneys and 
able to understand the charges against him. 

Eldred scheduled a hearing Thursday on the 
defense motion. 

Meanwhile, Eldred late Tuesday issued an 
order agreeing with the prosecution’s view 
about what is covered by an insanity defense. 

The judge said a 1984 change in the law 
narrowed the scope of an insanity defense. The 
law says that “a person is not responsible for 
having engaged in prohibited conduct if, as a 
result of mental disease or defect, he was unable 
to appreciate the wrongfulness of the conduct at 
the time of the offense.” 

Defense attorneys had argued for broader 
scope to the insanity defense. 

Gambill said the defense attorneys disagree 
with Eldred’s ruling, and the ruling will be one 
of their grounds for appeal if Benefiel is 
con 
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Jury selection gets under way Monday 


fiel’s law 
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By John Halladay © SEP 0 9 395g 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Defense attorneys for accused murderer Bill 
J. Benefiel lost their fight Thursday to convince 
a judge that their client is not mentally 
competent to stand trial. 

Benefiel, 32, faces a possible sentence to the 
electric chair if he is convicted of murdering 
Delores Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, 1987. Jury 
selection starts Monday in Evansville. 

Judge Michael H. Eldred ruled in May that 
Benefiel was mentally competent for trial, and 
the judge refused to Ainge his mind Thursday. 

Defense attorneys Christopher B. Gambill 
and Daniel L. Weber said mental-health records 
from 16 to 20 years ago supported their 
contention that Benefiel has not been feigning 
mental incompetency. “Just about everyone 


who had day-to-day contact with Bill at that 


time could see that he had severe problems,” 
Weber said. 

Indianapolis clinical psychologist Steven 
Stewart said he believed also that Benefiel was 
not malingering. He said Benefiel has “signifi- 
cant psychological problems” that make it 
difficult if not impossible for him to talk to his 
attorneys. Stewart said Benefiel was not 
discussing the case with his attorneys because 
of “a lifelong pattern of avoidance.” 

To cooperate with his attorneys would cause 
Benefiel too much anxiety, and he would “shut 
down,” Stewart said. 

“What’s missing is an ability to trust those 
around him,” Stewart said. 

During cross-examination by Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler, Stewart said he had personally 
interviewed and read depositions by other 
women allegedly attacked by Benefiel — victims 
who Adler said were also subjected to rape, 
torture, beating, and glue in their eyes. Stewart 


yers can’t sway judge ` 


said he would not diagnose Benefiel as an “ania 
social personality.” 
“Well, how many other rapes are we going to 
have to go through?” Adler asked. ni 
Stewart said it was a question of considering: 
other things to come up with a diagnosis. — 
which would not necessarily have anything 
do with whether Benefiel is competent to stand, 


' trial. 


Benefiel, clad in orange jail coveralls and, 
chained hand and foot, sat slouched in a swivel- 
chair and looked away from the witness stand 
throughout court proceedings Thursday. From 
time to time, he swiveled the chair in a slight 


arc. = 

Eldred said he believes it likely that Benefiel” 
has been malingering, as another examiner. 
suggested earlier; and the judge said if trials 
could be postponed just because a defendant“ 
doesn’t want to talk to his attorneys, nobody’ 
would go to trial. By 


Both sides outline evidence 


today as Be 


By John HallatayS=P 1 7 1988 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The long-awaited trial of accused 
murderer Bill J. Benefiel begins at 
8:30 a.m. today in Vigo Superior 
Court Division 1. 

Proceedings begin with instruc- 
tions to jury members by Judge 
Michael H. Eldred followed by 
opening statements from 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler and 
defense attorneys Christopher B. 
Gambill and Daniel L. Weber. The 
prosecution and defense will 
outline what they think the 
evidence will show during the trial 
that is expected to last three to four 
weeks. 

After today, court sessions may 
move across the hall to Vigo Circuit 
Court to accommodate an an- 
ticipated large number of spec- 
tators. 

Seven women and five men will 
serve on the jury, with two more 
women as alternate jurors. The 14 
jurors were selected in Evansville 


because of local publicity about the 


case and sworn in Friday at the 
Vigo County Courthouse. Jurors 
will be sequestered in the Boston 
Connection hotel. i 

Benefiel, 32, faces a possible 


sentence to the electric chair if 
convicted of murdering Delores 
Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, 1987. - 

He is accused of taking her on 
Jan. 26, 1987, to a house at 322 S. 
13⁄2 St. while he was armed with 
a handgun. Benefiel is also accused 
of raping Wells and forcing her to 
submit to deviate sexual conduct. 

Her body was found Feb. 22, 
1987, by a volunteer search party 
south of Terre Haute. 

Witnesses are expected to begin 
testifying Monday. ' 

Adler says he plans to call 20 or 
more witnesses and introduce 70 to 
90 exhibits. 
phase of the case will take probably 
five to six days, Adler said. 

Defense attorneys say they will 
try to show that Benefiel was not 
responsible by reason of insanity at 
the time of the crimes. “It is 
important for us to convey to the 
jury an understanding of the defen- 
dant’s long-term mental illness,” 
Gambill said. 7 

If Benefiel is found guilty of 
murder, additional court sessions 
must be conducted to see if he will 
be sentenced to the electric chair. 

“Depending on what the verdict 
is in tne first part, we may have a 
second phase of the trial, which 
may last quite a long time also. So 
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The prosecution’s - 


nefiel trial opens 


that’s why I think it [the whole 
trial] may last three to four weeks,” 
Adler said. 

Adler refused to discuss the 
evidence in the case. 

But an affidavit for Benefiel’s 
arrest contained bizarre and horri- 
fying details of the alleged crimes. 

That affidavit by Detective Greg 
McCoy of the Terre Haute Police 
Department says police on Feb. 11, 
1987, found another teen-age girl 
hidden in a false ceiling of 
Benefiel’s house, and she told 
police that she had been raped 
repeatedly, bound with handcuffs, 
gagged, tied and had her eyes 
taped shut. 

She said that, while she was 
confined, Benefiel also abducted 
Wells (whom she rappera to 
know) and “chained her with 
chains, bound her with handcuffs, 
and taped her eyes shut,” as well 
as cutting hair from the side of her 
head, the affidavit says. 

Benefiel told the girl that he had 
killed Wells Feb. 7, and “he did this 
by wrapping her face with duct 
tape and [putting] a super glue 
substance in her nose until Delores 
Wells suffocated,” the affidavit 


says. : ` 
A pathologist said Wells died of 
asphyxiation. 
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By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


Terre Haute, Ind. — Delores 
Wells was offered a choice: She 
could die fast or slow. prosecu- 
tors said Saturday. 

Jurors heard the horrifying 
details of the woman's death 
Saturday in the murder trial of 
Bill J. Benefiel. a Terre Haute 
man who is charged with ab- 
ducting, raping and killing Mrs. 
Wells in early 1987. 

Quoting another woman who 
also allegedly was a captive, Vigo 
County Prosecutor Phillip 1. Ad- 
ler told jurors that Benefiel 
asked the 18-year-old woman, 
“Do you want to die fast or slow? 

“When she answered ‘Fast,’ 
he told her ‘No, you are going to 
die slow.’™!? 

Then, after raping her, one 
fiel stuffed glue up Mrs. Welts’ 
nose and taped her nose and 
mouth, Adler said. The victim. 
mother of a 2-year-old, was tak- 
en to a remote wooded area and 
buried in a shallow grave with 
leaves spread over the site. - 

Her nude body was found sev- 
eral weeks later. Searchers 

among a group of 100 volunteers 
were looking for her in February 
1987 when they found the grave 
near an abandoned. coal mine 


` southeast of Terre Haute. ~~ 


Benefiel was responsible for 
his acts and knew they were 
wrong, Adler said. 

But Benefiel’s attorney asked 
jurors in Vigo Superior Court to 
consider the defendant's trou- 
bled past as they listen to evi- 
dence when testimony. begins 
Monday. 

Pre-trial publicity about. the 
case caused officials to bring ina 
jury of seven women and five 
men from Evansville. wy 

Adler is asking the death pen- 
alty for Benefiel, who also. is 
accused of abducting then-17- 
year-old Alicia Elmore, repeated- 
ly assaulting her, and keeping 
her in a crawl space for four 
months. i 

Miss Elmore is scheduled to 
be Adler's first witness. She is 
expected to tell what she saw for 
the brief period of time when 
both she and Mrs. Wells were 
held captive. 

Miss Elmore was believed ab- 
ducted October 10, 1986, as she 
was on an errand for her mother 
at a nearby gasoline station. 

Masked and holding a gun, 
Benefiel bound and gagged Miss 
Elmore, covered her head with a 
plastic bag and took her to one 


‘of his several homes, Adler said. 


Benefiel’s homes are recognized 
by inner-city residents in Terre 
Haute for their high chain-link 
fences around the yards and the 
dogs he kept behind the fences. 

“The most terrifying set of 


circumstances that ! can possi- 
bly imagine began,” said Adler, 
referring to Miss Elmore. “He 
raped her in excess of 64 times. 
Alicia quit counting at 64. 

“He beat her, handcuffed her, 
chained her to the bed, blind- 
folded her. She did not see the 
light of day for 60 days; except 
when he took the tape off to, as. 
he told her, see her beautiful 
eyes." 

Acting on an anonymous tip, 
police discovered Miss Elmore 
four months after she was ab- 
ducted. Charges against Benefiel 
in that case are on hold, pending 
the outcome of this trial. 

Defense attorney Daniel L. 
‘Weber admitted to jurors that 
“Bill is sick, he has been sick. 
He can't know that what he is 
doing is wrong and he can't be 
held responsible.” ; 

Weber said the 32- -year-old 
man suffers from a tmultiple 
personality disorder.” 

Behefiel's attorney told how 
the defendant was born to a 
motna married to a man who 
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Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


By John Halladay ly 


Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler told 


jurors in his opening statement 
Saturday that if he just happened 
to meet them and tell them details 
of the Bill J. Benefiel case over 
coffee, they'd say, “Come on, Phil — 
you're making this up.” 
But, he said, “I’m sad to tell you 
it is not fiction.” 
Benefiel, 32, faces a possible 
sentence to the electric chair if he 
| is convicted of murdering Delores 
Wells. 

Wells, is the victim Benefiel is 
charged with murdering. She was 
18. But Adler said Alicia Elmore, 
then 17, was also a victim. 

Back on Oct. 10, 1986, she was 
abducted at night by a’ man 
‘wearing a mask and carrying a 
gun. She was taken to a garage, 
tied.up, blindfolded, then moved in 
‘a van to 323 S. 1374 St., Adler said. 

Benefiel raped her “in excess of 


Ca 


64 times,” at which point she quit- 


counting, Adler said. 

Benefiel beat her, put glue in her 
eyes, “he chained her neck to a bed” 
and — with a few exceptions — she 
didn’t see the light of day for 60 
days, Adler said. 

Almost daily, Benefiel put a gun 
to Alicia’s head and pulled the 


trigger, although there were no ` 


bullets in the weapon; he fed her a 
potato and a glass of water daily, 
the prosecutor said. : 


Subjected to such treatment, 
l Alicia began to bleed, and Benefiel 
took her to a Vincennes hospital” 
where she would not be known, 
first showing her a gun and 
warning her that if she tried to 
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make her predicament known, he 
would kill her and everyone else 
there, Adler said. 

Benefiel returned to Terre Haute 
with his captive-and began raping 
her again, despite the doctor's 
advice, Adler said. “A couple of 
weeks later,” he moved her across 
the street to 322 S. 13% St., “and 
‘again the threats, the rapes, the 
handcuffing, all these things oc- 
curred.” 

On Jan. 26, 1987, Wells was 
abducted, and Benefiel began 
similar treatment of her. “He asked 


Delores Wells, ‘Do you want to die » 


fast, or do you want to die slow?’ ? 
She said she wanted to die fast, but 
Benefiel said she would die slow, 
“and he didn’t lie,” Adler said. 
Benefiel put Super Glue in her 
nose, pinched it shut and taped her 
nose and mouth, then drove her to 
a remote area and buried her, 


said. 

On Feb. 11, 1987, police found 
Alicia where the defendant had 
hidden her in a false ceiling, 
“huddled in a fetal position, 
mumbling liie a baby.” 

What Adler said was the largest 
search-party effort in the history of 
Vigo County began, and the grave 


~~ containing Delores’ naked, tied-up 


body was discovered Feb. 22, 1987. 

The prosecutor told jurors they 
will be convinced beyond re- 
asonable doubt that Benefiel knew 


what he was doing and knew it was 
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Defense attorneys Daniel L. 
Weber and Christopher B. Gambill 
will try to show that Benefiel was 
not responsible by reason of insani- 
ty at the time.of the crimes. 

In cases like this, “there 
sometimes enters more emotion 
than purely logical, analytical peo- 

le would want,” Weber said, but 

e urged jurors to remember as the 
evidence comes in against Benefiel 
“how sick it appears he is‘and has 
been all his life.” 

The issue is, how does a civilized 
society deal with “one of their kind 
who is very sick? Do they kill him? 
Do they lock him up forever? Or do 
they give him some help?” Weber 
asked. : 

. The prosecution need not show 
motive for the crimes — but “if you 


sit through two weeks of gore” and 
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see no reason for it all, ask yourself 
if there is no other explanation but 
insanity, Weber told jurors. Lt 
Early on — when Benefiel was 12 
or 13 or 14 — school officials and 
others whose business it is to know. 
such things could tell that, if 
nothing were done, Benefiel was 
“headed for hell,” but “some 
chicken judge” decided not to do 


anything, Weber said. 


He said there was no doubt, that 
Delores died a horrifying death. » 
“Our appeal is not for mercy or 
sympathy ... Were asking you to 
make a civilized decision.” of 
Weber welcomed the jurors from 
the Evansville area to their stay in 
Terre Haute and invited them to-go 
“on a journey through hell with us.” 
Testimony in the trial is set to 
begin at 9 a.m. Monday. ` s 
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Faces of the Benefiel trial- 


i F our men will be at the center of the le al proceedings in Vigo 
o 


Circuit Court during the murder tri ill J. Benefiel of 

Terre Haute. All are Terre Haute attorneys with previous is 
experience in major criminal trials. Here is a brief synopsis of these 
men and their roles in the trial. t 


Michael H. Eldred 


Eldred, 40, is judge in Vigo Superior Court 
Division 1. He will preside at the trial. Eldred 
took office as judge of Superior Court Division 

: lon Jan. 1, 1981. He was re-elected without 

- opposition and again took office on Jan. 1, 1987. 
Before he was judge, he was a deputy 
prosecutor. He estimates he’s been involved in 
about 20 murder trials in'his career. 


Phillip I. Adler 


Adler, 41, will be prosecuting the case and 

» has demanded the death penalty if Benefiel is 
convicted. He took office Jan. 1, 1987. He has 
been assisted at previous Benefiel court _ » 
hearings by James R. Walker, chief deputy, but 
will be presenting the trial phase of the case ' 
by himself. Adler has been a lawyer since 1971 
and was a deputy prosecutor. The number of 
murder cases he’s tried is “in double figures,” 
and he says he has never lost. 


Christopher B. Gambill 


Gambill, 30, is co-counsel for Benefiel. His 
capacity is as public defender, not as Benefiel’s 
private attorney. He has been a lawyer since 
1983, and is in the law firm of Robert O. Effner, 
Larry J. Wagner and James L. Crawford. 
Gambill has been the trial attorney for two 
other accused murderers. Neither were 
convicted of murder, but were convicted of . 
lesser offenses. 


Daniel L. Weber 

' Weber, 42, is co-counsel.-Like Gambill’s, his 
capacity is as public defender, not as private 
attorney. He has been alawyer since 1971 and 
is with Frederick T. Bauer, Verl G. Miller and ' 
himself. He has defended three or four.accused 
murderers and helped prosecute about six. He 
declined to say if his defenses or prosecutions 
were successful, saying only that, “I consider 
that justice was done in each case.” 


e 5 
‘By John ERS 
 Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Alicia Elmore told a tale of terror 
and bravery Monday. 

Her account of her abduction, 
confinement, torture, rape and 
eventual rescue contained details 
not usually discussed in olite 
conversation — but despite being 
held captive for four months, 
Elmore poncusted on time with the 
rest of her high school class. She 
said her captor had told her she 
would never graduate. 

When she went up to get her 
diploma earlier this year, 
PE ne pibiuded and `stood 
up,” Elmore said 

Elmore, now 19, is the star 
prosecution witness in the trial of 
eoeree murderer Bill J. Benefiel, 


She was 17 when a man later 


identified as Benefiel, wearing a` 


purple stocking mask and carrying 
a gun, abducted her Oct. 10, 1986, 
as she was “ined home, Elmore 
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a of her hair, saying he’d put 


to a house at 323% S. 13th St., 
Elmore said the attacker took 
pictures of her in a disrobed state 
and forced her to have sex with 
him. 

“What was your emotional state 
at this point in time?” Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler asked. 

“I was scared to death,” Elmore 
said. 

She told of being tied up, 
handcuffed and chained almost 
continually, with silver duct tape 
over her eyes. “He had a real long 
chain, and he put it around my 
neck, and he fastened it to the bed.” 

She said she kept track of the 
number of times she was raped 
because she understood police need 
to know things like that — but she 
said she lost count after 64 

She said she was ee by 
having a gun put to her head and 
the tra ger pulled — but there were 
no bullets in it. 

Benefiel cut her on the back, cut 
off her fingernails and cut off a 


it in a scrapbook with samples from 
other women he’d raped, Elmore 
said. She said he put glue in her 
eyes. 

On Oct. 30, 1986, he said they 
would have a “Halloween Party,” 
and Benefiel forced her to submit 
to deviate sexual conduct, cut her 
on the side of the neck and chest 
with a knife, and put a gun in her 
vagina, Elmore said. 


She said her usual daily meal ` 


was a baked potato and a glass of 
water. 

She began to bleed, and Benefiel 
took her on Dec. 9, 1986, to a 
hospital in Vincennes, where she 
would not be known, first showing 
her a gun and warning her that if 
she tried to tell anyone at the 
hospital about her predicament, he 
would kill her and everyone else 
there, Elmore said. 

Benefiel returned with his cap- 
tive to Terre Haute and began 
raping her again, despite the 
doctor's advice to Elmore not to 
have intercourse. A week and a 


ands 


terror at. 


half or two weeks later, he moved 
her across the street to 322 S. 134% 
St., where the same conduct con- 
tinued, although her diet improved 
somewhat, she said. 

Benefiel on Jan. 26, 1987, ab- 
ducted another girl — Delores 
Wells — whom she happened to 
know, Elmore said. 

Wells also was mistreated, 
Elmore said. 

Elmore said Benefiel once had 
her come in the room where Wells 
was kept and watch as he beat 
Wells with his fists and electrical 
cord. “She had welts. all over her 
legs and arms — her face was black 
and blue.” 

Elmore said Benefiel wore a 
black gorilla mask while he was 
giving Wells a shower, apparently 
to conceal his idéntity. 

Still, Benefiel said Wells “knew 
too much” to be let go. Benefiel told 
Elmore he took Wells out to an 
isolated site and smothered her by 

ping duct tape aropnd her 
head. she told jury members. 
Elmore said Benet told her she . 


was “going to go,” too. 

But police were closing in. And, 
on Feb. 11, 1987, police found 
Elmore where Benefiel had hidden 
her in a false ceiling. 

Defense attorneys Christopher 
-B. Gambill and Daniel L. Weber 
hope to convince jurors that 
Benefiel may be suffering from 
multiple personality disorder and 
that he was not responsible by 
reason of insanity at the time of the 
crimes. 

Elmore said Benefiel never told 
her he needed psychiatric help and 
never seemed to change 
personalities while she was his 
captive. 

Imore returns today to the 
witness stand for cross-examina- 
tion. 

Superior Court Division 1 Judge 
Michael H. Eldred has urged spec- 
tators to be in front of the 
courtroom doors not later than 8:15 
a.m. in order to pass through a 
metal-detecting security gate 
Testimony resumes at 8:30, the 
judge said. 
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_....Terre Haute, Ind. — An often 
tearful Alicia Elmore, who said 
she was held captive and sexual- 

Ply abused for four months in late 

#1986, told a jury Monday of how 

aher captor killed another wom- 

van. 

' Elmore, 19, described the 

“woman's death in the murder 
trial of Bill J. Benefiel. 32, in 

-Vigo Superior Court before Court 
Judge Michael H. Eldred. 

Elmore testified she was ab- 
ducted at gunpoint by Benefiel 
on Oct. 10, 1986. She was hand- 
cuffed to a bed during most of 
her four months of captivity. 

On Jan. 27, 1987. she said, 
Benefiel brought Delores Wells, 
18, to the house where he was 

, holding Elmore. 

“I heard noises in the base- 
ment, chains rattling and mum- 
bling through the coal duct,” El- 
more testified. 

“Benefiel came up and I 
asked him if another person was 
in the basement. I heard on his 
scanner that Delores Wells was 
missing . . . | told him it was cold 
downstairs and asked him to 
bring her up, so he did.” 

Wells was a friend of El- 
more's sister-in-law, and Elmore 
recognized her. Wells was mar- 
ried and the mother of a young 
son. í 


dea 


Benéfiel told Elmore that he 
abducted Wells while he was 
driving his van. The women 
were held in separate rooms in a 
near-Eastside house. 

“About February 4, 1987, I 
began to suspect that he (Bene- 
fiel) was going to kill Delores 
Wells. He said there was no use 
feeding her anymore ... He 
talked about finding a place 
where concrete was being put 
down,” Elmore told the jury of 
seven women and five men. 

In her graphic daylong testi- 
mony, Elmore described her own 
abduction but showed more emo- 
tion when she discussed Wells’ 
captivity. She is to be cross-ex- 
amined today by Benefiel’s attor- 
ney. 

Elmore testified that on Feb. 
4, Benefiel wore a gorilla mask 
and forced her to watch as he 
severely beat Wells as she lay 
with her hands and ankles 
cuffed. 

Benefiel told her, she said, 
that if she betrayed him, she 
would get the same treatment. 

The last time Elmore saw 
Wells was Feb. 7, 1987. 

She testified that Benefiel left 
the two women bound, gagged 
and handcuffed while he went 
out for two hours. He returned 
covered with mud. 

“He told me he had been dig- 


ging _a grave and it was big 
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enough for two people. I thought 
he was going to kill me.” 


Benefil put glue up Wells’ 
nose, pinched it shut, taped her 
mouth and nose. 

About 11:15 p.m., Elmore re- 
alized there was no noise in the 
house. When Benefiel returned 
several hours later, she said, he 
told her he had killed Wells. 

“He said if they couldn't find 
the body, they couldn't charge 
him with murder. He just said he 
buried Delores by a coal mine in 
a grave 6 feet deep, and that 
there were no houses within two 
or three miles.” 

During her captivity, Benefiel 
expressed love for Elmore. She, 
in turn, said she loved him, hop- 
ing he would trust her enough to 
let her leave, she said. 

For most of the four months 
of her captivity, she was chained 
to a bed with her mouth and 
eyes taped closed. she testified. 
After she was raped or forced to 
perform unnatural sexual acts at 
gunpoint more than 64 times, 
she stopped counting, she said. 

When Vigo County Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler asked if her tor- 


mentor was in the courtroom, 
she pointed at Benefiel and, her. 


voice filled with emotion, said 
“Right there.” 

Benefiel snickered, one of the 
few emotions he showed during 


Monday's testimony. 
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By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Terre Haute, Ind. — Defense 
attorneys for accused murderer 
Bill J. Benefiel struggled Tues- 
day fo maké one of his victims 
admit that Benefiel was mentally 
ill and suffered from multiple 
personalities. 

But Alicia Elmore, 19. insist- 
ed that although she saw mood 
changes in the man who terri- 
fied, tormented and held her 
hostage for four months, ‘those 
are different from personality 
changes." 

In response to defense ques- 
tions, she agreed that at times 
Benefiel was happy and at other 
times he would terrify her with 
awful acts. Sometimes he was 
depressed; then he would cry. sit 
in the house all day, and treat 
her marginally better. But his 
periods of depression were few, 
she testified. 

Vigo County Prosecutor Phil- 
lip I. Adler is seeking the death 
penalty against Benefiel, 32. 
who is charged with abducting 
Delores Wells. 18. at gunpoint 
Jan. 26, 1987, holding her cap- 
tive, raping her and forcing her 
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to engage in’ criminal deviate 
conduct before murdering her 
FebaZzaloar 

Benefiel also has been ac- 
cused of abducting Miss Elmore 
at gunpoint in October 1986 and 
repeatedly raping and assaulting 
her. Those charges are not part 
of the current case, however. 
and Elmore is a key prosecution 
witness in the murder case. 

Defense attorney Daniel L. 
Weber has entered a plea of not 
responsible by reason of insanity 
for Benefiel. 

“Whether or not the jury 
finds that Benefiel committed 
the crimes, he can't be held re- 
sponsible because he is so ill — 
that's what it really means,” 
Weber said. 

As a courageous Miss Elmore 
completed 1¥2 days of tense. 
emotional testimony. she painted 
a vivid picture of the horror she 
endured. She told jurors that 
Benefiel went to great lengths to 
tell her everything he possibly 
could about killing Delores Wells 
“to frighten and scare me.” He 
repeated the details to her at 
least eight times and never 
showed emotion or anger relat- 
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ing the gruesome events. PA 
Elmore testified that during“ 
her captivity. Benefiel forced her 
to write him a love letter. He 
intended to use the letter as. 
proof that she stayed with him- 
willingly in the event authorities 
found her. she said. : 
She told jurors that all of her. 
real beliefs and emotions were 
diametrically opposite to those 
she wrote out of fear. : 
When Elmore told Benefiel 
that she might be pregnant, he” 
seemed happy about it. The two 
discussed possible names for the- 
child, and shortly before Christ- 
mas, 1986, he gave her a ring. 
Elmore said she only talked 
about the baby because Benefiel 
wanted to and she was trying to. 
win his trust. so that she might. 
escape. Many of her actions 
were intended to keep him hap- 
py for that purpose, she said. 
Elmore was rescued when po- 
lice, acting on an anonymous 
tip. raided the house where Ben-. 
efiel was holding her captive. 
Benefiel’s trial in Vigo Superi- 
or Court before Judge Michael H. 
Eldred is expected to last about 
four weeks. ws 
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Police recount rescue 
of girl from Benefiel 
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By John Halladay? é By John Halliday E” 2 2 1989 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A Terre Haute police detective 
told jurors Wednesday about the 
Feb. 11, 1987, rescue of Alicia 
Elmore. 


Elmore, now 19, testified Mon- . 


day and Tuesday in the Vigo 
Circuit courtroom that she was 
held prisoner and abused for four 
months by Bill J. Benefiel. 

Benefiel, 32, faces a possible 
sentence to the electric chair if he 
is convicted of murdering another 
Terre Haute Hid ari Delores 
Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, 198 

Police found Elmore after they 
executed a search warrant at 322 
S. 13% St., Detective Drew Roman 
testified Wednesday. 

Roman said he saw a bra and 
papers in a bedroom of the house, 
and one of the papers contained the 
name “Alicia.” 

Benefiel maintained that was 


some other Alicia, but another 


hirtu <4 NDE far, mehat 


piece of paper with doodles or it 
containe the full name “Alicia 


Elmore,” Roman said. 


After being confronted with that 
second piece of paper and renewed 
demands by Detective Sgt. Joseph 
Newport to be told where Elmore 
was, Benefiel admitted she had 
been hidden in a false ceiling. 
Police removed the ceiling panel 
and helped her down, Roman said. 

Elmore was wearing a T-shirt 
and man’s underpants and ap- 
peared in poor condition, with dirty 
hair, Roman said. 

The detective said that after 
Elmore was rescued, she “just 
huddled herself up” and appeared 


. frightened. 


ost of the Wednesday’s 
testinjony was less dramatic, focus- 
ing on such necesa legal details 
as who handed what piece of 
evidence over to hoit and when 
they dideso. 

Dozens and dozens of pieces of 
evidence were mentioned — includ- 
ing three pairs of handcuffs, a 
length of chain, tape, rope and two 
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The state’s request for the death 
penalty says Benefiel should die 
not just because he killed Wells but 


because he ellegedly did so “while | 


committing rape and criminal de- 
viate conduct.’ . 

The evidence fences 
Wednesday included samples 
taken during the autopsy of Wells’ 


body and hair and ‘body-fluid j 


samples from Benefiel. 
Additional - prosecution 
testimony still to come may relate 
those samples to the factors that 
the state says should send Benefiel 
to the Indiana electric chair. -| 
Defense attorneys, on the other 
hand, hope future testimony by 
mental-health experts and others 
will convince jurors that Benefiel 
was not responsible by reason of 
insanity at the time of the crimes. 
The court day Wednesday was 
shortened because a (aie was 
feeling ill, „ideo Michael H. Eldred 
‘said. He said he hopes court will 


resume today as close to 9 a.m. as 


possible. . is 
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By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


Terre Haute, Ind. — A news- 
paper photo of Bill J. Benefiel, 
published after he was arrested 
on charges of abducting, raping 
and imprisoning a Terre Haute 
woman, triggered terrifying 
memories for another woman 
who testified Thursday. 


Identified in the courtroom 
only as Diana, the 36-year-old 
was nervous ‘but poised as Vigo 


as KS 
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Countý Prosecutor Phillip I. Ad- 
ler led her through details of her 
1978 rape. Benefiel is on trial in 
the 1987 torture-slaying of De- 
lores Wells. 

The details of that night al- 
most 10 years ago — even the 
time and date — were fixed in 
Diana’s mind as she told the 
prosecutor the circumstances of 
her alleged encounter with Bene- 
fiel. 

“At 4 a.m. on November 
23rd, 1978, I was awakened by 
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a noise. I turned on the light and 
saw a man with a gun standing 
in my bedroom door,” said Di- 
ana. 

Her house was just one block 
from the spot where Benefiel al- 
legedly abducted Alicia Elmore 
eight years later, holding her 
captive in his house and abusing 
her for four months. Elmore, 19, 
is the prosecution’s star witness 
in the death penalty case against 
Benefiel. 

During her own captivity, El- 
more said, she saw Wells beaten 
and learned details of her slay- 
ing from Benefiel, who allegedly 
abducted, raped and killed Wells 
in early 1987 and buried her 
body near a mine shaft. 

Marion County forensic pa- 
thologist Dr. John E. Pless, who 
performed an autopsy on Wells’ 
body, testified Thursday morn- 
ing that she was violently beaten 
and raped before she was as- 
phyxiated. 

Diana recalled that a man in 
a gray sweat shirt and corduroy 
pants, holding a handgun and 
wearing a mask, told her not to 
move and asked for money. 

“He told me not to yell or he 
would kill me. He grabbed me by 
my robe and dragged me into the 
next room, she said, noting 
that her daughter was asleep 
with her in the bedroom. 


Benefiel tied Diana’s hands to 
the bed with electric appliance 
cords he found in her bathroom, 
she said. Before raping her at 
gunpoint, he removed his mask 
and she was able to see his 
features, 

“He said he'd been watching 
me for quite some time and that 
if I reported him he would come 


back and get me. ... Later he | 


forced me to have oral sex,” Di-' 
ana told jurors. n 

She said Benefiel took her 
downstairs, and after searching 
for valuables, tied a ski hat over 
her eyes. Telling her his van was 
outside, he made Diana go out 
the door. Once outside, she be- 
gan screaming and her assailant 
fled, laughing. as he ran away. 
she said. 

When Adler asked Diana if 
the man who raped her was in 
the courtroom, she turned to- 
ward Benefiel, pointed her finger 
at him and said, “Right there.” 

Diana said she reported the 
rape to police, who had her re- 
view photographs and lineups 
during the following months. 

But it was not until she saw 
the newspaper picture of Bene- 
fiel that she was able to identify 
him, she said. 
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By John Halladay 
, Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Delores Wells, 18, was raped 
both vaginally and anally before 
she died Feb. 7, 1987, a forensic 
pathologist told the jury Thursday. 

“In my opinion, it occu 
within a few hours of death,” Dr. 
John E. Pless said. 

That testimony goes to support 
the state’s request for the death 
penalty for accused murderer Bill 
J. Benefiel. 

There must be one or more 
aggravating circumstances present 
for a murderer to get the death 
sentence — including that the 
murder was done while committing 
or attempting to commit certain 
other crimes, among them rape and 
criminal deviate conduct, as the 
prosecution alleges in Benefiel’s 


case. 

Wells’ buried body was found 
Feb. 22, 1987, south of Terre 
Haute. 

Pless testified Thursday that at 
the time of the Feb. 23, 1987, 
autopsy, there was still some dirt 
„on Wells’ body, her hands were tied 


Wellsraped | 
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behind her back, her ankles also 
were tied and there was a loop of 
rope around her neck, pulling the 


body: “pretty much in a fetal 


position.” £ 
There were recent injuries to her 


face and forehead, caused by 


_npcerate to severe force,” Pless 
said. ' 

Earlier prosecution testimony. 
indicated Benefiel taped his vic- 


tims’ eyes and mouth and also put 


Super Glue in Wells’ nostrils. 
Pless said there was a “hard, 
glue-like substance” in her eyes 
and nostrils, and her nostrils had 
been compressed together. He said 
her death was caused by asphyxia 
due to smothering. i 
Earlier Thursday, Janice Lacey 
a state police serologist, testified.- 
Lacey said that hair found stuck 
to tape recovered from trash bags 
at 322 S. 13% St. (where Alicia 
Elmore was found and where 


said Wells also was kept prisoner) 


was sufficiently similar to be of 
common origin with hair known to 
have come from Wells and Elmore. 
tions to ask either the pathologist 
or the serologist. G 


-Defense attorneys had no ques- | 
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ae Sullivan County woman 


_ testified Thursday that she also 


was attacked by accused rapist and 
murderer Bill J. Benefiel. 

“He’s right there,” the woman 
said, pointing from the witness 
stand toward Benefiel. 

Benefiel, 32, faces a possible 
sentence to the electric chair if he 
is convicted of Bed ud Delores 
Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, 19 

Alicia Elmore, 19, testified 
earlier this week about her four 
months of captivity, abuse and 
repeated rapes by Benefiel. 

The woman who testified Thurs- 
day was known in court only as 
“Diana.” 

Diana, 36, said she was living in 
a Terre Haute duplex Nov. 23, 
1978, when a noise woke her and 
she saw a masked man standing in 
the Arway of her bedroom, hold- 


inga gun woman testified that 
Benefiel took her into another 
bedroom and had her disrobe, then 
cut the cords from her hair dryer 
and a curling iron and used the 
cords to tie her hands to the 
headboard. 

Diana said that Benefiel took off 
his mask at some point, raped her 
a had her perform oral sex on 

im. 

After the forced sex, Benefiel put 
his mask and the rest of his clothes 
back on, then untied her hands 
from the bed; but then tied her 
hands behind her back and took 
her downstairs, where he pulled a 
cap over her eyes, Diana said. 

Benefiel asked Diana if she was 
expected anywhere that 
Thanksgivin. en she said she 
was, Benefie told her she’d abe * 
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call and AS foe Bess make it. 
Diana said she theorized Benefiel 
was apparently getting ready to 
take her someplace as a captive. 

Diana said she screamed and 
Benefiel ran away, laughing. 

Defense attorneys say Benefiel 
may be suffering from multiple 
personality disorder and that 
was not responsible by reason of 
insanity at the time of the crimes. 

When Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler 
asked Diana if she noticed any 
changes in mannerisms, different 
voices or separate personalities in 
her attacker, she said she did not. 

Asked what was her strongest 
impression of her attacker, the 
woman ‘said, “That he was a 
professional criminal.” 

Earlier this week, Elmore also 
said she thought Benefiel was good 
at crimes — that he was, in fact, 
“the best I've ever heard of.” 

The defense also has highlighted 
odd apparent acts of kindness by 
Benefiel, such as taking Elmore for 
a ride to see Christmas lights 
ashe captivity. 

Diana said the man who at- 
tacked her turned out a light at her 
request to avoid awakening her 
child. 

During cross-examination, 
Diana said, “Nothing that night 
made any sense.” $ 

Asked by Daniel L. Weber, one of 
Benefiel’s defense attorneys, to 
explain that, the woman said that- 
it was not every night she was 
attacked. 

Testimony will continue when 
court resumes at 9 a.m. today. The 
prosecution could rest its case this 


afternoon. 
— John Halladay 
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Rape victim 


IDs Benefiel. 


By John Halladay” ~ * 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Another woman whose identity 
was withheld from jurors testified 
Friday that she was abducted and 
raped by accused murderer Bill J. 
Benefiel nearly eightyears ago. 


The woman, addressed in court 
only as “Mary,” is the fourth female 
victim to be linked to Benefiel’s 
uncanny sexual habits by trial 
testimony this week. 


Mary now lives in Sullivan 
County, as does “Diana,” who 
testified Thursday that Benefiel 
pened and raped her Nov. 23, 


Alicia Elmore, 19, testified 
earlier this week about her four 
months of captivity and abuse 
(starting Oct. 10, 1986) by Benefiel, 
who is on trial for crimes against 
Delores Wells, 18, including her 
Feb. 7, 1987, murder. 


Mary’ testified Friday that a 
masked man with a handgun 
abducted her from a street in Terre 
Haute on Aug. 16, 1980, put her in 
the trunk of a car, beat her, raped 
her and forced her to participate in 
various sex acts, bound her with 
rope, handcuffs, strips of her torn 
clothes and some kind of cord, put 
a knife to her throat; cut her hair 
and shaved her, then left her bound 
and naked in an isolated rural 
area. 


She said her attacker put putty 
over her eyes; but the putty 
slipped, allowing her to see the 

‘man. She said there was no doubt 
in her mind that Benefiel was her . 
attacker. 


“He told me he’d got by with 
raping 20 or 30 other women — 
some of them he went back and 
ped several times,” Mary said. 
He said he got by with a lot of 
glaries.” She also said, “He told 
ne he took pictures of all his 
victims.” — 
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Just as testimony indicated in 
other cases, Benefiel apparently 
was not completely brutal all the 
time — although Mary said, “I 
wouldn’t really call it pleasant, 
when somebody’s got you tied up.” 


She said her attacker told her he 


wished they had met under “other 
circumstances,” and he also told 
her a bit about his early life and his 
girlfriend with long, brown hair. 


Mary said that although she said 
in an earlier deposition that she 
thought Benefiel has a “split 
personality,” she meant nothing 
unusual: “Everybody's got another 
side to them.” SE 

Defense attorneys Christophe 
B. Gambill and Daniel L. Weber 
blocked, at least for the time being, 
an attempt by Prosecutor Phillip Í. 
Adler to call another woman as a 
witness against Benefiel. 


Adler said that, if that woman 
had taken the witness stand, she 
would have told of her abduction 
and rape on July 3, 1979, by a man 
who confined her in a crawl space 
at 318 S. 13% St., one of several 
houses to which Benefiel had 
access. 


Adler said the woman would 
have told jurors that a man 
abducted her from her home, tied 
her hands with electrical cord, put 
putty on her eyes and taped them 
shut, took photos, cut her hair, ran 
a knife across her throat, and 
ultimately took her to a wooded 
secluded area, where he tied her to 
a tree and left her. 


Adler» said the woman was 
familiar with the crawl space and 
could tell police such details as 
where a beam had a hole through 
which her handcuffs were placed. 


But the defense attorneys argued 
successfully that — although 
Benefiel fit her general description 
— because she could not positively 
identify Benefiel as her attacker, 
she should not be allowed to testi 


@ 
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Trying times in courtroom 


By Kelly 25 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


“Shocking,” “disgusting,” 
“horrid” and “wretched” were 
words used by spectators in the 
Vigo County Circuit Court room to 
describe what they had heard and 
were hearing last week. 

Trial watchers shifted in their 
seats, wrung their hands, stifled 
bursts of outrage and glared openly 
at the accused murderer and rapist 
who is on trial for his life. 

Bill J. Benefiel, 32, faces a 
possible sentence to the electric 
chair if he is convicted of murder- 
ing Delores Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, 
1987. 

He is accused of taking her on 
Jan. 26, 1987, to a house at 322 S. 
13% St. while he was armed with 
a handgun. Benefiel is also accused 
of raping Wells and:forcing her to 
submit to deviate sexual conduct. 

Her body was found Feb. 22, 
1987, by a volunteer search party 
south of Terre Haute. 

Benefiel appeared to be the most 
calm person in the courtroom this 
week — a week filled with emo- 
tional stress for family members 
and friends of the murder victim. 

The red-haired, pale-skinned de- 
fendant sat perched between his 
two attorneys with his hands 
folded across his stomach. Once in 
a while, he leaned forward to get a 
better view of a witness, but most 
of the time he leaned back in his 
chair and appeared to be relaxed. 

Margaret Hagan, Wells’ mother, 


an bert tian, Wells’ step- 
father, sat on the last bench in a 
row of about 12 directly behind the 
accused. 

Mrs. Hagan held a small, green 
stuffed animal between her palms. 
Her husband sat with his legs 
crossed and arms stretched across 
the bench behind him. 

As police detective after detec- 
tive testified earlier this week 

5 = 4 about evidence 

r] found at the 
home where 
Wells was re- 

rted to have 
en held cap- 
i Mrs. 


Benefiel with 
obvious hatred 
in her eyes. 


ELDRED 
Mr. Hagan sat staring at the 
witnesses and at times at the floor. 


Other spectators in the 
courtroom openly whispered about 
testimony given to the jurors, 
shaking their heads with gaping 
mouths displayed. 

Judge Michael H. Eldred, who is 
presiding at the trial, warned 
spectators several times during the 
week that signs of emotion- — 
whispering, glaring looks and ac- 
tions of disbelief — would have to 
stop. 

I’ve been told by jury members 
that they are being distracted by 
some things going on in this 
courtroom,” Eldred said. “If you do 
not like some of the things you are 


hearing, that is fine, but please 


enefiel seems calm during trial 


keep your actions to yourself. I will 
not have your actions or anyone at 
all influence the opinions of this 


jury. 

Eldred said those people unable 
to control themselves would 
removed from the courtroom or 
asked not to return for other court 
sessions: 

But if spectators were caught off 
guard by Eldred’s seemingly harsh 
words, they didn’t let on. 

After jurors left the room on one 
day of testimony, three gray-haired 
women sitting in the third row of 
benches compared notes about 
what they'd heard, what they 
thought and what they planned to 
do during the rest of the trial. 

The woman sitting in the middle 
of the three said she had been at 
the trial since the first day, and she 
said she planned to be there until 
the end. 

“T wouldn’t miss the rest of this,” 
she told her friends, who leaned 
toward her and giggled. “Tve been 
waiting and I want to hear it all.” 

Other members of the audience 
werent as- enthusiastic. They 
talked in hushed tones about 
details of the case they had heard, ; 
and appeared to have been sorry 
they had come to the trial. 

“God, can you believe it?” one 
man whispered to: his female com- 
panion who was huddled close to 
him. “This is sickening.” 

Benefiel’s trial is to resume 
Monday. morning. Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler is expected to rest 
his case, and defense attorneys 
Daniel L. Weber and Christopher 
B. Gambill will get to tell their side. 


Wits 


By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


_ Terre Haute, Ind. — A woman who 
was abducted. raped repeatedly and 
stuffed in a car trunk identified 
‘Benefiel on Friday as the man o 
_terrorizéd her during a two-day Pii 
ty eight years ago. 

“Benefiel is on trial for the 1987 
torture-slaying of Delores Wells, an 
18-year-old mother of a young son. 
‘he prosecutor is seeking the death 
penalty. 

-* Defense attorneys have entered a 
plea of not guilty by reason of insan- 
ity. 

_ Vigo County Prosecutor Phillip I. 


‘Adler led the young woman, identified _ 
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PEAS 
in Ane courtroom only as Mary, 
through details of her August 1980 
ordeal. Mary's testimony was similar 
to that of two other witnesses who 
also identified Benefiel as the man 
who raped and tortured them. 

Mary said she was walking across 
a bank parking lot about 10 p.m. 
when a man ran out from between 
two buildings. 


“I started screaming. He told me to 
shut up or he would shoot me. He had 
a nylon over his face and held an 
automatic gun to my head. He started 
ripping my clothes off there by a shed, 
and he raped me," she said. 


The man then tied her with torn | 


clothing, took her into the shed and 


AMUN ALS 


ess SAYS sex slaying 


warned her not to try to escape. He 


in her mouth. Before he left for a short 


time, the man said he might be close. 


by and would kill her if she tried to get 
away. 

Upon his return, he shoved Mary in 
the trunk of a car. After a short drive, 


he left her in the trunk overnight. She 


testified she could tel! the time be- 
cause he left the car radio on. 


“He came back about 10 the next 
morning, opened the trunk and start- 
ed hitting and beating me. He told 1 me 
to shut up." 

During the next day and a half, the 
man repeatedly raped her and forced 
her to perform deviate sexual acts, 


iig 


WO, T RA 
defendant raped her 
; | while she remained bound ihi hand- 
blindfolded her and stuffed a T-shirt — 


cuffed, her eyes covered vial pany 
and tape. 

She said was able to see him whet 
the putty on her eyes slipped to the 
side on several occasions, and identi- 
fied Benefiel in the courtroom. 

Once. when she began to cry, “he 
told me he hated cry babies and said 
the only thing women were good for 
was sex," Mary testified. 

He told her he had raped 20 to 30 
women, cautioned her that she didn't, 
want to end up “like the woman in~ 
the river," said he knew who killed 
two other women and that he had 
gotten away with a lot of burglaries. 
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terror, 
By SUSAN CRITTENDEN aunga 


y SPECIAL e e ECA CORRES FONDENT 


Terre Haute, Ind. — A tearful 
Marilyn Sue Benefiel told a Vigo 
Superior Court jury Monday she 
provided the tip that led to her 
husband's eventual arrest and 
prosecution as a torture slayer.. 

Wearing the dress she wore 
at her February wedding to Bill 
J. Benefiel, she also testified 
that he often beat — and fre- 
quently terrified — her during 
the 10% years they lived togeth- 
er. 

The couple was married early 
this year after a lengthy com- 
mon-law relationship. 

Benefiel, 32, is on trial for the 
1987 torture-slaying of Delores 
Wells, the 18-year-old mother of 
a son. 

Mrs. Benefiel testified Mon- 

day that her anonymous call to 
police early in 1987 led to the 
rescue of Alicia Elmore, another 
of Benefiel’s victims. 

Benefiel abducted Miss El: 
more, who was then 17, at gun- 
point in October 1986 and re- 
peatedly raped and assaulted her 
during the four months he held 
her captive. > 

__ Mrs. Benefiel said she = 
"began to suspect her husba 
“had another person at his home 


l in November. At the time, Ben 


fiel lived in one house, his moth? 
er lived next door and his wife- 
to-be lived in a third house. <“ 

Benefiel had stopped coming 
to his wife-to-be's house for 
meals and began doing his own 
cooking. Soon, he started send- 
ing her to buy large quantities of 
food; at Thanksgiving, he took 
half a ham and half a turkey 
from her house. 

On Dec. 19, 1986, as she| 
returned with automotive parts 
she'd been sent to buy, she first 
saw Alicia Elmore. 

“Bill was sitting on the bed- 
room floor and a girl was sitting 
with him. I now believe it was 
Alicia Elmore. She was standing 
there smiling ... 1 had no idea 
she was not there of her own 
free will, Mrs. Benefiel said. 

The sight, she added, made 
her “boiling mad at Bill for doing 
this to me after all we went 
through.” She left Benefiel. mov? 
ing with their three sons to her 
brother’s house. 

After several days, though, 
she decided to return to her own 
home. 

Mrs. Benefiel testified that 
she called police twice. The first 
time was after reading a news- 
paper story about Alicia El- 
more's disappearance. She told 
police that Alicia was within five 
blocks of where she was abduct- 


ed. £ 


The second time she called, 
in early 1987, she gave police 
the exact address. 


Mrs. Benefiel testified that 
she had left her husband. after 
beatings and rapes, many times 
during their relationship. But 
she always telephoned and then 
returned home because she 
lonen and missed him. 4 

‘During his wife's day-long 
testimony for the defense, Bene- 
fiel turned his chair away from 
the witness stand and faced to- 
ward the jury. He seemed never 
to glance at his wife, the moths 


of his three sons. 


Vigo ‘County Prosecutor PI 
lip I. Adler is seeking the dea 
sentence in the case. Defense 
attorneys have entered a plea of 
not guilty by reason of insanity. 

In response to questions from 
defense attorneys Christopher B. 

Gambill and. Daniel L. Weber. 
Mrs. Benefiel told jurors that her 
husband often had severe head- 
aches. 

Sometimes he would pull out 
his hair, other times he would 
bang his head against a wall 
because of the pain. 

When she was pregnant with 
her first child in August 1976, 
Mrs. Benefiel said that her moth- 
er-in-law tried. to convince her to 
have an abortion. ‘She said that 
Bill only had a partial brain and 
that I could have a baby born 
the same way,’ Mrs. Benefiel 
testified. 

*. Benefiel has been drawing 
Social Security benefits because 
of his mental illness for some 
years, she said. 

+. Mrs. Benefiel testified that 
she learned from Helen Benefiel 
— the woman Benefiel thought 
was his mother — that he actu- 
ally was the son of another 
woman and an unknown man. 

` The first time Benefiel beat 
her, she testified, was when she 
was seven months pregnant. 

In the following years, he 
beat her 20 or 30 times, once 


breaking her arm. On another 
occasion she was so badly beat- 
en that “I just about passed out 
... | couldn't get off the floor... 
I laid there for a couple.of hours. 

“Bili went: into the other 
room, and when 1 heard him 
coming back ! was scared” ,. He 
Started crying and said ‘Who did 
this to you?’ When I said he did, 
he said ‘You know I wouldn't 
hurt you.’ and helped me up... 
He wanted to call the police.” 

By February 1987, Mrs. Ben- 
efiel said her husband was act- 
ing so strangely that she was 
preparing to leave him. She 
loved him, hated him, and wa 
confused by him. + 

*‘When he was not violent, he 
was sweet, fine, understanding,” 
she testified. 

The couple was not officially 
married until Feb. 4, 1988, al- 
most a year after Benefiel's ar- 
rest. She has no regrets about 
that. 

“I always loved him and 1 
always will,” she said. noting 
that she visits her husband at 
the Vigo County Jail and some- 
times takes the children. aay? 

But she never knows how he 
will behave: “Sometimes he 
seems happy to see me or the 
kids . . . sometimes he won't talk 
to me ... sometimes he shouts 
a - he's told me he wanted to 

ie.” f 
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Marilyn Benefiel takes witness stand 


— ——. 


i, Defense says testimony proves case 


Durie Quid hinaha 


By John Halladay Ts SEP 27 1388 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter — 


-_ Accused murderer Bill J. Benefiel’s wife, 
Marilyn, testified Monday about conduct by her 
husband that defense attorneys say may 
indicate he has more than one personality or 
was insane at the time of his crimes. 

* Mrs. Benefiel said that in the winter of 1983, 
Benefiel was putting paneling in a bathroom. 
When part of the paneling didn’t go on right, he 
ripped it all out and said it was her fault 
because she was looking over his shoulder. 

» She said Benefiel punched her “so hard I just 
dropped to the floor” and kicked and punched 
her “anywhere and everyw a 

* “Tts your fault! It’s your fault! It’s all your 
fault” ” was all he said, Mrs. Benefiel told 
furors. f 

‘`= She said she told Benefiel to just let her out 
öf the house, and he started crying and said, 
“Who did this to you?’” r į 

E She told Benefiel that he pid it, but he said 
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he wouldn’t have; and he said he was going to 
call the police and find out who really did it, 
Mrs. Benefiel testified. 

“He said, ‘I’m not going to let anybody hurt 
you like this. ’ He said, ‘They’re going to pay for 
what they did.” 

Mrs. Benefiel related a number of similar 
incidents of violent conduct followed by ap- 
parent forgetfulness. 

She said, for example, that in December 1979 
he tied her ankles and hands to the bed with 
long tube socks, gagged her with a sock, slapped 
her, ripped her clothes off, and raped her “at 
least seven times.” He also shaved her pubic 
hair off. Later, “He thought I did it myself.” 

She said when she first went to meet Benefiel 
in 1976, he was so shy he wouldn't come out of 
his room. 

She also said he didn’t want to go to the 
grocery because he believed people were staring 
at him. 

Mrs. Benefiel said she and their children were 
living at 316 S. 13% St., but she became 
suspicious that Benefiel might be keeping 


O 


someone in the house at 322 S. 131% St. because 
of the amount of food he was taking to that 
residence. ` 

“I thought if he wanted me to know, he’d tell 
me.” But on Dec. 19, 1986, she went to Benefiel’s 
house to give him a sack of car repair parts he 
had asked her to buy, “and I saw him with a> 
girl,” Mrs. Benefiel said. ? 

She testified she now believes the girl to have 
been Alicia Elmore. “The girl looked at me and 
smiled and said, ‘Hi.’” 

“You had no idea she was there against her 
will?” defense attorney Daniel L. Weber asked. 
“No, I did not,” Mrs. Benefiel replied. 

Mrs. Benefiel also said the woman who raised 
Benefiel was nearly blind and would hunt for 
Benefiel and hit him with a broom as a child. 

Mental health specialists are expected during 
testimony to draw some conclusions from that 
testimony, coupled with testimony from his 
victims that Benefiel put putty or glue in their 
eyes before raping them. 
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By John Halladay Í| $ SEP 2 8 1988 


© Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Accused murderer Bill J. Benefiel re- 


oY fused to return to the witness stand 
£ Tuesday after a court recess, forcing Vigo 


aperior Court Division 1 Judge Michael 


: g H. Eldred to adjourn court early. 


Benefiel had testified for one hour and 
i minutes during the rnoon session 
bu. after a break would not return to the 
witness stand despite repeated pleas by 


- his defense lawyers. 


Benefiel may or may not be back on the 
stand when the trial resumes at 8:30 a.m. 
today. 

Benefiel, 32, faces a possible sentence to 
the electric chair if he is convicted of 
pondering Delores Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, 


While he was on the witness stand, 
Benefiel answered many questions with 
such phrases as “I’m not sure,” “I don’t 
know,” “I think so,” “I can’t be sure of 


that,” “I have no idea,” and “What do you 


id 
mean by that?” 

He spoke in a soft, almost gentle voice, 
telling among other things about how the 
woman who raised him would hit him on 
the head with a broom and a belt. “She just 
wouldn’t stop.” 

Although he was extremely reluctant to 
discuss the topic, Benefiel also revealed 
several instances during which he was 
sexually molested as a boy. 

In one of them, he said, an old man and 
a younger man took him inside a house 
when he was in fifth or sixth grade and 
“made me do things.” 

He said he believed other children at 
school knew what had happened to him 
and were talking about it. He said he 
began staying away from school, claiming 
he was sick, or hiding. 

At one point, he said, he was getting 
ready to kill himself with a butcher knife 
at home, but the school principal came and 
talked him out of it. He said the principal 
told him tomorrow would be a better day 
but it wasn’t. “I should have done it, 
Benefiel said of the suicide he was talked 
out of completing. 
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Things began to fall apart, he said. 
“They didn’t understand what was going 
through my head,” and “I don’t think I’ve 
ever had any friends.” He also said, “The 
problems that I had, and stuff — nobody 
would listen to me.” 

He said he was taken to the Vigo County 
Juvenile Center at one point, but “it was 
just as bad out there — they made fun of 
me.” 

“Nobody wanted to listen,” Benefiel said. 

Daniel L. Weber, one of his defense 


attorneys, asked about times Benefiel’s . 


wife mentioned in her testimony in which 
he beat her, raped her and tied her up. “I 
don’t remember them, but I don’t know 
py she’d lie,” Benefiel said. 
arlier testimony also indicated 
Benefiel committed many burglaries 
Beshing the loot in houses to which ne had 
access. But asked by Weber about that, 
Benefiel said, “That’s a hard one to 
answer” and later, “Like I told you before, 
I don’t have complete control of my mind. 
He said, ere’s thi that goes on 
inside me that I have no control over.” 
Asked by Weber to pick an example and 
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Benefiel refuses to return to 


talk about it, Benefiel said, “I was 
watching the snow come down, and when 
I woke up, I was in a garage with a motor 
sitting beside me.” He said he had had 
similar experiences. “I just go to sleep, and 
I wake up in different places.” 

In addition to the crimes for which he is 
on trial — murder, rape, criminal confine- 
ment and criminal deviate conduct, with 
Delores Wells as the victim — Benefiel also 
is accused of confining, raping and abusing 
Alicia Elmore. 

Asked rf Weber to remember how he 
first met Alicia Elmore, Benefiel said, “It’s 
just like a dream.” 

“Tell me what your dream was,” Weber 
continued. 

Although his ay was hard to make 
out, Benefiel said he stopped at a gas 
station, Elmore was there, they drove 
around in his car, and he let her stay in 
his home because she wanted to get away 
from her home. “We used to go out for 
drives,” he said. 


When Weber asked if Benefiel was 
holding Elmore inst |  Benefiel 
said, “No — as far K low.” 


Benefiel 


that the | 
Vincennes Elmore testi about 
earlier was to some ext er idea 
because she might be recognis 

went to a Terre Haute hospital. 


At that point, Eldred recessed court for 
the afternoon break. ` 
When court was to resume it became 
obvious as prosecution and defense at- 
torneys talked at the bench with the judge 
that a problem was developing. sh 
Thirty-two minutes after the recess 
began, Eldred had jurors brought back to 
the courtroom and told them he would 
have to adjourn court for the day. 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said Benefiel 
would not get out of his chair and retake 
the witness stand. 
“Apparently, having to talk about t 
things that he talked about bothered nie. 
am like it would anybody else,” Weber 
said. y napr 
Weber said he did not know whether 


- Benefiel will resume testifying today. __ 


Dete 


Apo ce detective testified for 
the defense Tuesday in the trial 
of accused murderer Bill J. 
Benefiel. 

Detective Sgt. Don Tyler said 
Benefiel asked to talk to him 
several times ate Benefiel'a 
arrest. 

“He indicated that he would 
give me what I wanted,” Tyler 
said, adding that what he wanted 
was information about Delores 
Wells, whom Benefiel is on trial 
for murdering. 

Tyler said he and fellow detec- 
tive Sgt. Joe Newport got in a car 
and drove south of town as 
Benefiel directed on Feb. 20, 


A Pr 


ctive reca! 


1987. Wale mee was going on; 
Tyler said, their conversation 


“was tape-recorded, although the 
_recorder was not on continuously. 


Tyler read a transcript of the 
recording in court Tuesday. 

The transcript includes what 
defense attorneys say are re- 
ferengig. to more than one 


personality in Benefiel’s bod: 
Tyler: The ee side Bi a 
Benefiel: 


Tyler: The. ne side? 


Beneffel: Yeah, I feel like the 
strong § side [non-audib le). 


een I don’t ca 
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lls Benefiel tal talks 


Tyler: I Bae Roa 
strong side before, haven't t 14 Bil? 

Benefiel: Yeah. ie 

ler: That the same ide that 

told me he was going to tell me 
the sto 

Benefiel: Yeah. 

Tyler: Pardon me? 

Benefiel: I think so. ’Cause 1 
don’t know. 


Tyler also testified Tuesday 
that Wells’ body was not found on 


that trip, and he never perceived 
two distinct personalities in 
Benefiel’s body. He said he talked 


about “the strong side” because 
Benefiel had said there was a bad 
person in him. 


PaanEauthr elicits conflicts = 


in Mrs, Benefiel’s statement 


Prosecutor Phillip Q Adler 
pointed out during cross-ex- 
amination Tuesday of accused 
murderer Bill J. Benefiel’s wife, 
Marilyn, that some of her 
RREA Monda 


was not the 
same as what told police 
earlier. 


Mrs. Benefiel testified oot 
about violent conduct by 
husband, followed by his ap: 
paroni forgetfulness of what 

ad done. 


Defense attorneys hope ag 


may indicate to jurors that» 
Benefiel has more than one 
personality or was insane at the 
time of his crimes 

But Mrs. Benefiel admitted 
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Tuesday Ae told policé Spev 
Sgt. Joe Newport her husband 
had never hit or threatened her. 


She said she made those state- 
ments to CE ae because she 
believed then that her personal 
life was unconnected with the 
crimes with which her husband is 
charged 

She also said when she told 
Newport her husband never cut 
her hair, she meant her head 
hair, not her pubic hair. 

Mrs. Benefiel said Monday she 
pasame i E when her 

usban taking large 
amounts of food to the house in 
which he was living. Asked on 
Tuesday about testiinony by 


BO 


loves her husband and always ` 
will. 


Alicia Elmore that shes was money" 
fed in captivity, Mrs. Benefie 
said, “I can't say she’s lying, but ; 
I know a lot of food was bought.” 
She refused to recede from ara t 
testimony Monday about Elmore: .“ 
“She sald, ‘Hi, and she was: 
ing.” 2 a'i 
She said she believes her « 
husband is mentally sick and “ 
needs help. ) < 


Earlier court roceedings in- 
dicated information from Mrs. | 
Benefiel was one of the thin 
that led police’ to get searc 
warrants and eventually arrest? 
her husband. But she says she © 
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By John Halladay: SEP 2 9 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


+ Accused erer Bill J. Benefiel did 
‘not get back* on the witness stand 
Wednesday. He wasn’t even in the 
courtroom. 

The defense says that’s because Benefiel 
‘had a nervous breakdown and couldn’t 
‘return Wednesday. The prosecution says 
Benefie] just didn’t want to go back. 

Benefiel, 32, faces a possible sentence to 
the electric chair if he is convicted of 
ys a Delores Wells, 18, on Feb. 7, 


He testified for one hour and 10 minutes 
Tuesday, but he refused to get back on the 
witness stand after the afternoon recess, 


forcing Judge Michael H. Eldred to 
‘adjourn court for the day. 


e trial was bin ai to start again at 
8:30 a.m. Wednesday, but Benefiel, the 
judge, prosecution and defense attorneys 
and aclinical psychologist huddled behind 
closed doors. 

At 10:45 a.m., Benefiel was taken back 
to the jail. At about 11 a.m. Eldred had 
jurors brought back into the courtroom and 

. told them that Benefiel would not be there 
“perhaps for the remainder of the trial.” 

By law, a defendant has a right to be 
present at his trial but may waive that 
right; and the trial can still go on, Eldred 
said. 

Benefiel may come back to court, or he 
may not, but “that should not be con- 
sidered by you in any way,” Eldred told 
jurors. 

Christopher B. Gambill, one of Benefiel’s 
court-appointed attorneys, said that dur- 
ing the closed-door session, defense at- 
torneys renewed their earlier motion that 


| 


Benefiel be found not mentally competent 
for trial. 

“I guess in layman’s terms — and the 
way I described it when I testified in the 
competency hearing — it was as if he had 
a mental breakdown,” Gambill said. 

“The physical manifestations that go 
along with that — I had witnessed a friend 
of mine in college go through such an 
experience, Í mean literally witnessed it, 
and this was the closest thing I’ve ever 
seen to that; in fact it was remarkably 
similar,” Gambill said. 

The defense attorney said the 
breakdown was evident after Benefiel left 
court Tuesday. “Physically, his features 
became contorted, he began to shake, to 
sob uncontrollably. I testified about the 
fact, and so did Dr. Stewart [the clinical 
psychologist] that he [Benefiel] knew that 
everyone was laughing at him — which is 
remarkably similar to... the testimony of 


r 
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<down 


se says Benefiel suffered 


Alicia Elmore, that he broke down and 
wanted to die at one point in time.” 
Gambill said Stewart will testify later 
that, when Benefiel is placed under stress, 
“he has that type of breakdown reaction.” 
How long will it take for Benefiel to get 
well? “All of his life,” Gambill said. 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said, “The 
defendant has apparently chosen not to 
come into the courtroom and no longer 
continue on with any further testimony. So 
as a result of that, I have not had an 
opportunity — and possibly may never 
have an opportunity — to question him 
concerning testimony he gave yesterday. 
“I think it’s still up in the air as to what 
the judge is going to do about that 
testimony — whether he’s going to ask the 
jury to disregard it or just_leave it as it 
stands — but this is not something that 
happens to a prosecutor every day, 
thankfully.” 


Adler said that, during Benefiel’s 
testimony Tuesday, at times he appeared 
to be “a sympathetic, pathetic-type” 
person, and jurors may figure that he is no 
longer in court because there is somethin 
mentally wrong with him, but there's- 
nothing the prosecutor can do about that. 

Any further testimony by Benefiel 
“better be soon, because I think the trial 
is pretty much winding down,” with 
testimony possibly over today, Adler said. 

at was before court had to be 
adjourned because of a bomb scare, so the 
hedule may change. ; 
aji yet afotier Benefiel trial develo 
ment, Marilyn Benefiel, the defendant's 
wife, told detectives during a recess that 
she was threatened by one of the victims’ 


family members. It’s not known how that. 


report was resolved. 
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$ By SUSAN CRITTENOEN 
$ STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

Terre Haute, Ind. — Bill J. 
Benefiel began testifying in his 
murder trial here Tuesday, but 
after a short afternoon recess, 
he refused to return to the wit- 
ness stand. 

Vigo Superior Court Judge Mi- 
chael H. Eldred recessed the trial 
for the day, but noted later that 
if Benefiel refuses to continue 
his testimony today, he may ad- 
vise jurors to disregard what the 
defendant has already said. 

“There's no way we can force 
him to testify. Pll have to re- 
search it, but in my mind the 
question is how to instruct the 

q jury. There will be no mistrial,” 
Eldred told The Indianapolis 
_ Star. - 


LM 


el testifies, th 


‘Benefiel, 32, of Terre Haute is 
on trial in the 1987 torture slay- 
ing of Delores Wells, an 18-year- 
old mother of a young son. The 
prosecutor is seeking the death 
penalty. 

Defense attorneys have en- 
tered a plea of not guilty by 
reason of insanity. They are try- 
ing to show Benefiel is mentally 
ill and suffers from a split per- 
sonality. 

By the time Benefiel refused 
to continue his testimony, de- 
fense attorney Daniel L. Weber 
had led him through a series of 
questions designed to show the 
abuse he suffered in childhood. 

He was “scared” when he 
first met Marilyn Dishon, his fu- 
ture wife. Several months later, 


in 1976, Dishon moved into a _ 


home that Benefiel and his 
mother shared. 

“It was like having a friend. 
... Then I fell in love with her,” 
he said. 

When Dishon became preg- 
nant a few months after the 
couple began living together, 
Benefiel said, he wanted her to 
have a girl and was disappointed 
when the baby was a boy. 

Helen Benefiel, the woman 
Benefiel called his mother, told 
him that he had kicked her 
when she was pregnant and 
caused her daughter to die. 

“Mom wanted a girl. She said 
I killed her little girl, so 1 thought 
it would be nice for her to have a 


Jittle girl,” he said in response to 


his attorney's questions. 
Later, Benefiel learned that 


the baby Helen Benefiel told him 
about actually died 20 years be-_ 
fore he was born. But he said he 
never doubted her word, and 
only knows what she told him. 

Benefiel’s natural mother 
gave him to Helen Benefiel when 
he was an infant. He didn’t learn 
about that until he was an adult. 

Often speaking in such a low 
voice that his words were barely 
audible, Benefie! protested when 
Weber questioned him about 
beatings his mother gave him 
and instances when he was sex- 
ually molested as a child. 

“I told you a year ago it was 
going to come to this,” Weber 
told Benefiel. "I never promised I 
wouldn't ask you that.” 

A hesitant Benefiel admitted 
that a man who lived with his 


en refuses to return - 


‘mother throughout his youth 


and whom he thought for years 
was his stepfather often pulled 
the younger Benefiel’s pants 
down and grabbed him repeated- . 
ly. i 

“I told Mom but she didn’t 
believe me. She didn't like it. It — 
happened a lot when I was about i 
10. . It finally quit when I- 
locked myself in my room, | 
screamed and hollered.” l 

Benefiel also described two 
homosexual encounters with 
strangers when he was 9 or 10 
years old. “They said not to tell 
anybody. that they knew where I 
lived. | knew my mom wouldn't 
believe me, so I kept’ ft to my- 
self.” 

He said he was unhappy at 
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` STAR STATE REPORT 


Terre Haute, Ind. — As Bill J. 


“Benefiel refused for the second 
_ straight day to attend his murder 
trial. a clinical psychologist testi- 


fied in Vigo Superior Court that 
the 32-year-old defendant may 
suffer from a multipersonality 
disorder. 


Psychologist Stephen Stewart 
of Indianapolis, testifying as a 
defense witness, said he spent 
considerable time interviewing 
the man on trial in the 1987 
torture-slaying of 18-year-old 
Delores Wells of Terre Haute. 


Stewart said he also consult- 
ed another psychologist more fa- 
_miliar with such disorders, gave 
‘Benefiel several psychological 


tests and talked with policemen, © 


Crme 


efense attorneys 
wife. 

Stewart testified he believes 
Benefiel has three distinct per- 
sonalities. ‘‘There is Billy, who is 
a wimpy fellow; there is Bill, who 
is hostile, aggressive and vicious; 
and there is a little-boy personal- 
ity.” + 
He said such people usually 
suffered traumatic experiences 
during their childhoods. 


Stewart testified that Benefiel 


told him his mother beat him. 
that he was sexually molested by 
two men and that a baby bottle 
he was allowed to carry until he 
was 5 years old was suddenly 
taken away from him — all of 
which could have contributed to 
a multiple-personality disorder. 
Multipersonality disorders no 


sys alleged | killer 


iple, E 


longer are considered rare, he. 


said, and if victims know they. 
have the disorder, they try to' 
keep it secret. 

“They know they have pait 
ods in time for which they can- 
not account,” Stewart said, **but 
they don’t want to admit their 
strange experiences” because” 
they are afraid people will con- 
sider them ‘‘crazy.’ 

Benefiel has refused to attenan 
his trial since Tuesday afternoon 
when, after a recess, he declined 
to continue with his testimony. - 
His wife, Marilyn Benefiel, and 


-others said they believe -he suf- 


fered a nervous breakdown, 
Tuesday night. r 

Judge Michael H. Eldred ruled 
that Benefiel has a right not to 
attend his trial. 


Benefiel continues to stay away, = 


fri rom court d 


Accused murderer AE A er 
Benefiel continued to stay away 
from court Thursday — but he w 
the focus of Kenon nonetheless. 

Clinical peychologist Stephen 
Stewart testified ut several 
instances during which “Billy” 
changed personalities and became 


Stewart said he was locked in a 
jail interview room with “Billy” — 
whose voice is soft, quiet and weak; 
who slumps. in his chair, avoiding 
eye contact; and who has “this very 
wimpish, depressed demeanor.” 

Stewart said they had talked 
before, but he decided not to let 
Benefiel off the interview hook this 
time. 

' “There are some things you have 
to tell me,” Stewart said he told the 
defendant, although Benefiel said 
he didn’t want to talk any more. 

Stewart said he told Benefiel he 
understood, but he just sat there; 
and Benefiel bent over and ey ye 
to rub his head, then folded 
hands in his lap, sat up straight, 
and “looked me straight 1 in the eye” 
with a “hard,” “humorless” and 
“mean” pappan and “a little 
smirk of a 

“He just sat ere and looked at 

me. I got a little nervous. I wasn't 
sure what would happen next,” 
Stewart said. 

“The man who was looking at me 
was not wimpish and backwards; 
the man who was looking at me 


Principal doesn’t rdcall Benefiel’s 
early attempt at commiting suicide , : 


A man who was_ accused 
murderer Bill J. Benefiel’s 
elementa school principal 
testified Thursday that he does 
not recall a suicide attempt by 
the y E Benefiel. 

Rudolph Jacobsen, now prin- 
cipal of Rio Grande School, said 


he was Cruft School principal 
from 1963 to 1971+ 

Benefiel and others say 
Benefiel’s principal came to his 


home and him out of a 
suicide attempt. Jacobsen said 
he may have gone to Benefiel’s 
home, but he doesn’t recall any 
suicide attempt. 

Jacobsen, a rebuttal prosecu- 
tion witness, was called, out "i 


was very strong and mean” 
effect conveyed You’ renot =a 


jack’ out of me,’ ” Stewart said. 
“I was real nervous,” Stewart 
said. “He never did an; 
but it was very obvious to me that 
this man knew he could do 
whatever he wanted.” 
Stewart*said he was cautious as 
they left the interview room. “I was 


normal order for medical re- x 
asons. : 
cross-examination by — 
Christopher B. Gambill, one of“ 1- 
Benefiel’s defense attorneys, T 
Jacobsen said, “Bill was a loner.’ 
He didn’t have a lot of friends. 
He had a lot of attendance * 
problems” and was a slow: i 1 
learner. najs 

“There are just children ' 
sometimes that are loners,” he: | 
said. “He was Just different — 
he didn’t mix.” 

Jacobsen said the young ~ 
Benefiel was “in a sense, od 
looking,” with bright red hair. - 

— John Halladay; 


Another time, Stewart said; . 
Benefiel ‘was talking with 
Christopher B: Gambill, one of his 
defense attorneys, and told Gam- 
bill, “I could kill you, if I wanted to.. 

I could break your neck.” 

Gambill said, “Td kick your ass 
first,” and the defendant smiled fe 
a moment, then, they continu 
their conversation, Stewart said he 


ay sap to turn my back on this was told. 
— Jobn Halladay 
Community Affairs File Vigo CA 
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Benefiel refuses 


Crime ond Carnes (Wy 


to return to 
his murder tri L 
EI 


By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 7 ? 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
y Terre Haute, Ind. — Bill J. Benefiel refused Wednesday to enter 


the courtroom here where he is being tried in the 1987 torture- 
slaying of Delores Wells. 

After attorneys had argued about whether Benefielishould be 
allowed to stay out of the ; 
courtroom, a called-in bomb 
threat forced Vigo Superior 
Court Judge Michael H. 
Eldred to order an evacuation, 
forcing an early recess. 

The day before, he had to 
recess the trial early because 
Benefiel, who had been testi- 
fying in his defense, would 
not return to the witness 
stand. 

Eldred conducted a closed 
competency hearing Wednes- 


Benefiel Mrs. Benefiel 


day morning after Benefiel refused to enter the courtroom and 
_ defense attorneys insisted their client was not competent to assist in 
his defense. The defense’s clinical psychologist testified during the 
j hearing that Benefiel was not competent, according to reports of 


ee present. 

But Eldred ruled that Benefiel was able to assist his lawyers. 
eee “Tve instructed the defendant of his constitutional right to be 
present, but he may waive that and the case continue without him if 
the court determines it is fair and appropriate. l have determined 
that it is fair and appropriate to continue,” he told jurors. 

_ Marilyn Benefiel, the defendant's wife, told The Indianapolis 
5 ar Wednesday that she spent 90 minutes with Benefiel Tuesday 
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“The lawyer sent me down, Bill kept saying, ‘They redaughing 
at me.’ I told him no one was laughing at him. He (Benefiel) had a 
breakdown last night. g| 


“He said he felt like he was watching himself. ... The judge 
made special arrangements for me to see him to try to calm him 
down. He was pouring sweat, rocking back and forth in his chair. 
His hands were ice cold,” Mrs. Benefiel said. 

Defense attorney Christopher B. Gambill told reporters he be- 
lieves Benefiel had a nervous breakdown Tuesday night. 

“His face was contorted, he was shaking involuntarily and h 
was sobbing,” Gambill said. 

Earlier in the week, Terre Haute policeman Don Tyler testified 
for the defense as attorneys tried to show that Benefiel has more 
than one personality. 

Tyler said that in conversations after Benefiel’s arrest, Benefiel 
told him of a strong person and a weak side. But Tyler said he did 
not really believe Benefiel had a split personality. 

Whether Benefiel realized the wrongfulness of his acts is the real 
issue, said Vigo County Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler. 

“Its not a question of if he was ill or not. David Crane, the 
court-appointed psychologist, said he may have more than one 
personality," Adler noted. “Benefiel told him of a good Billy and an 


evil Bill. But the good Bill didn’t stop the bad, and therefore, Crane _ 


said Benefiel is responsible for his acts.” 

Shortly after court resumed, the testimony of a clinical psycholo- 
gist was interrupted because three county offices — those of the 
Circuit Court. prosecutor and public defender — had received 
telephoned bomb threats. i 

In each case, a muted male voice saida bomb was timed to go off 


` in the courthouse. l 


The sheriff notified the court officers immediately after the 
threat; however, the building was not evacuated until about 30 
minutes later. No bomb was found. | | 


Authorities were discussing tighter security for the remainder of 
the trial. — : tit A . 
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Benefiel knew wror 


—_—_— 


, therapist says 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute clinical psychologist 
Michael J. Murphy testified Satur- 
day in the murder case against_Bill 
J| Benghel that he is “very certain” 

nefiel could have known what he 
did was wrong. 

Murphy’s testimony came in the 
12th day of the trial against 
Benefiel and was strong support for 
the prosecution’s case. Benefiel 
could be electrocuted if he is found 
guilty of crimes against Delores 
Wells, including her Feb. 7, 1987, 

. murder. 

His defense attorneys want 
jurors to find that Benefiel suffers 
from a multiple personality dis- 
order and was not responsible for 
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REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Murphy, who was appointed by 
Judge Michael H. Eldred to ex- 
amine Benefiel, testified that he 
belives Benefiel has “schizotypal 
personality disorder.” Murphy said 
that describes a person who pulls 
back from normal interaction with 
other people and develops “oddness 
and peculiarities” because no one 
stepped in to correct the situation. 

People with schizotypal 
personality disorder need more and 
more violent acts to gratify their 
fantasies, Murphy said. 

Still, “I believe that he could 
understand the nature and quality 
of his criminal behavior,” shown by 
the way the behavior was’ planned 
to avoid getting caught. 

When Benefiel was asked what 


“Vigo County Public Library 


Ts 02 1268 
Should happen to Sr 0 who has 
done what he has done, “he 
indicated to me that they should be 
severely punished,” Murphy said, 
adding that Benefiel said there had 
not been a time when he felt 
differently about that. 

Murphy said Benefiel was 
generally uncooperative with him. 

Christopher B. Gambill, one of 
Benefiel’s attorneys, asked why 
Benefiel would do that, when it 
apparently would be to his benefit 
to work with a man whose opinion 
might help free him. 

Murphy said he had two theories 
about that: first, that Benefiel 


‘gains gratification from attention 


that comes from being un- 
cooperative; and, second, that 
Benefiel may just not mesh well 


OIG 


with other people. AX P 
Murphy said Benefiel does not ~ 
see other people as being like- 
himself but rather as enemies, 
deserving punishment. sare 
In response to questions by- 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler, Murphy 
said he had considered and dis- 
carded the idea that Benefiel aS 
suffer from multiple perso y 
disorder. -2 
In addition to having primarily a 
schizotypal personality disorder, 
Benefiel also has anti-social and: 
sadistic features, but “he is of one 
seamless fabric,” Murphy said. -` 
When court resumes at 8:30 a.m“ 
Monday, jurors are scheduled, to 
hear from David Crane, another 
court-appointed specialist. Crane, 
a Bloomington psychiatrist, has 
degrees in both medicine and law. 
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Pizza propels jury 
to/B to/Benefiel y verdict 


UM Ee en ETM 
By Kelly PotterOC! 0 . 1988 


Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The 12 members of the jury that 


convicted Bill J. Benefiel of rape, 
criminal confinement, criminal de- 
viate conduct and murder were 
eating pizza when they reached a 
verdict 

“They'd gotten the pizza about 20 
minutes before they decided,” de- 


uui 
als told a PAU “No, I don’t 
know what kind it was.” 

Only 2⁄2 hours after defense and 
prosecution caren F gave their 
glosing armments, e jury buzzer 
rang through the halls of the third 
floor of the Vigo County 
Courthouse. 

Vigo County Sheriffs Deputy 
Jeff Ennen was the bearer of the 
Rai of good news for friends 


fense attorney 


hristopher B. 


members of Delores Wells and 
Alicia Elmore, who also claims to 
be one of Benefiel’s victims. 

His voice rang out, “The j jury 
has reached a verdict,” and the 
hallway was instantly filled with 
the sound of shuffling papers, 
pouting shoes and whispers of 
disbelie 

Inside the courtroom, Marilyn 
Benefiel sat in the front row, her 
hands folded calmly over her 
stomach. Her husband would 
later do the same when he took 


- his place between his two at- 


torneys. 

Al and Marge Hagan, Wells’ 
stepfather and mother, took their 
place in the back row of about 12 
benches directly behind the de- 
fense stand — the bench where 


they sat throughout the two-week á 


trial. 3 


Superior Court Division 1 
Judge Michael H. Eldred told 
spectators he would tolerate no 
outbursts when the verdicts were 
read, and Sheriff James 
Jenkins was instructed to im- 
mediately remove those people 
who openly displayed emotion. 

Each count was read separate- 
ly by Eldred. Jurors were polled 


individually by defense attorney, 


Daniel Weber after the four 
guilty verdicts were announced. 
All 12 jurors told Weber they 


found Benefiel guilty on each of. 


four counts. 

Benefiel smiled and rocked 
back and forth in his chair, 
obviously not upset. Marilyn 
Benefiel stared at her husband, 
and one tear dripped from her left 
eye and down her cheek. 

Al Hagan became red-faced 


and hugged his wife. Marge 
Hagan sobbed, but kept her 
mouth covered by her hands and 
ja small, green stuffed frog that 


‘had belonged to her daughter. 


“Now I can finally lay my baby 
to rest after all this time,” Marge 
Hagan said outside the 
courtroom. “We buried her, but 
she was never put to rest. We are 
so relieved.” 

The Hagans exchanged hugs, 
kisses and sob sessions with 
nearly everyone in the hallway, 
and they openly thanked 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler for his 
efforts in the case. 

“Thank you so much,” Hagan 
said while shaking Adler’s hand. 
“You told us all along we would 
get this. We-cant thank you 
enough.” 


Adler, who told reporters he 
didn’t know if Benefiel would be 
sentenced to the electric .chair, 
said he had only wanted an 
intelligent jury.for this trial. 

“That’s all I wanted,” he said. 
“I tried to get this case down to 
the bare facts so these people 
could use common sense to make 
their decision. That’s what they 
did.” 


Gambill and Weber refused to” 


comment about the verdicts, and 
Weber said, “No, nothing, zilch.” 

With red-rimmed eyes, shaking 
limbs and a sense of relief about 
them, the Hagans said they plan 
to try to relax and go on with 
their lives. 

“What else can we do?” Marge 
Hagan said. “Right now I want to 
be with my family.” ;, 


Crime. 


ys “Mi ABS CWY)— B 


=~ p>» 


Jury takes 21% hours to decide guilt; 
begins hearing penalty phase today 
Ds oOo oggun E 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Bill J. Benefiel is guilty of criminal 
confinement, rape, criminal deviate conduct 
and murder, a jury said Monday. 

Benefiel, 32, now faces a sentence to the 
electric chair for the Feb. 7, 1987, murder of 
Delores Wells, 18. A further court hearing on 
what sentence to impose on Benefiel is set to 
begin at 10 a.m. today. 

Jurors got the case for deliberation at 5:47 
p.m. Monday and came back with the guilty 
verdicts about 8:20 p.m. 

During closing arguments, Christopher B. 
Gambill, one of Benefiel’s defense attorneys, 
urged jurors to find Benefiel not responsible 
by reason of insanity at the time of the crimes. 

Benefiel himself had not been in the 
courtroom since last Tuesday and continued 
to stay away from court during the final 
arguments, but did make an appearance 
when the verdicts were read aloud. 

Gambill said last week that Benefiel 
suffered a mental breakdown after he was 
called to the witness stand. Gambill told 
jurors Monday, “I think most of us understand 
why he is not here,” but Gambill also said 
jurors should not allow that to prejudice their 


decision on which four of 16 possible verdicts 
to return. 

On each of the four counts, jurors could find 
Benefiel innocent, guilty, siio but mentally 
ill, or not responsible by reason of insanity at 
the time of the crimes. 

Daniel L. Weber, defense co-counsel with 
Gambill, told jurors during opening state- 
ments Sept. 17 that they would be going on 

“a journey through hell.” 

“I am sure now that you understand why 
Mr. Weber used that particular description,” 
Gambill said Monday. 

Testimony revealéc: that Wells was beaten, 
raped and killed by asphyxiation. Testimoney 
also revealed that three other women were 
raped and abused by Benefiel. “When you 
have crimes that are this heinous and this 
number of victims, it causes you to be angry,” 
Gambill said. But he pointed out that the 
Indiana Constitution says the state penal 
code shall be founded upon principles of 
reformation and not vindictive justice. 

Specialists testified they thought Benefiel 
was mentally ill, Gambill said. 

Defense attorneys also pointed to testimony 
indicating there may be more than one 
Benefiel. personality “Bill,” the bad 
personality; “Billy,” the | better personality; 
and an unnamed small child. 

“Do we hold Billy responsible for what Bill 

Lt 


did?” Gambill asked jurors. | 
“That’s your judgment,” he said. “It’s your 
call, folks — its a ‘value judgment that you 

will have to make. 

He said, “No one told you folks it was goin 
to be easy. I guess that’s why we have j jurors.” 

“Clearly — clearly — the defendant is 
guilty,” Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said. He 
said the defense attempt to focus on Benefiel’s 
alleged multiple personalities was “a red 
herring” that jurors should ignore. 

Actions such as wearing a mask and 
burying Wells’ body showed cousciousness of 
guilt, Adler said. 

“Whose ‘hell’ are we talking about here? 
The defendant’s or the victims’?” Adler asked; 

Calling Benefiel “the Mount Everest of 
criminals,” Adler said he was not asking for 

“vindictive justice — just justice.” > 

He suggested Benefiel left the courtroom 
because it was too painful for him to talk 
about his crimes. 

Adler said clinical psychologist Stephen 
Stewart, who testified for the defense, was “a 
hired gun” and “not court-appointed [but] 
defense retained.” Stewart was “a nice man, 
but he was hired to do a job,” Adler said. ~ 

“To excuse the entire person” on speculation 
of multiple personality would be “ludicrous,” 
Adler said.: “It wo ive, I ess, any 
‘multiple’ a license to do whatever he wanted.” 
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as torture-slaying case 
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turned over to „jury 
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Terre Haute, Ind. — Vigo County 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler identified de- 
fendant Bill J. Benefiel as “the Mt. Ever- 
est of criminals” during closing argu- 
ments in Benefiel's 
murder trial here 
Monday. 

“For 12 years, Bill 
has done a remark- 
able job of avoiding 
detection. ... He's 
never, ever been 
caught. said Adler, 
who cited this as one 
indication that Bene- 
fiel is sane and aware 
of the wrongfulness of Benefiel 
his acts. 

Benefiel, who is on trial for the 1987 
torture-slaying of 18-year-old Delores 
Wells, has refused to be present in the 
courtroom since the middle of last week. 
Adler is seeking the death penalty. 


Now in its third week, testimony in 
the trial concluded, and attorneys made 
closing statements to the jury Monday. 
Jurors, who were brought here from 
Vanderburgh County because of exten- 
sive local pre-trial publicity, began delib- 
erations about 6 p.m. 

Attorneys for Benefiel have argued 
that their client has multiple personal- 
ities and is not guilty because he does 
not appreciate the wrongfulness of his 
conduct. 


_ Defense attorney Christopher B. Gam- 


bill said that, Benefiel’ s good personality SA: 


“Bill.” 

“Billy did not engage in criminal con- 
duct. ... Do you hold one personality 
responsible for the conduct of another, 
even if he couldn't control it? It's your 


call... . You will make a value judgment 


of how we treat this mentally ill person,” 
Gambill told jurors. 

Four verdicts are possible in the case: 
not guilty, not guilty by reason of insan- 
ity, guilty but mentally ill, and guilty. 

Adler argued before jurors that ‘‘even 
Mr. Gambill concedes a verdict of not 
guilty would be a travesty.” 

Two court-appointed doctors that ex- 
amined Benefiel found that he was sane 
and knew the wrongfulness of his acts, 
Adler said. 

"That was no good (for the defense), 
so they went out and got their own hired 
gun,” he said. Only the third doctor, 
Stephen Stewart, who testified as a de- 
fense witness, said that Benefiel definite- 
ly has a split personality and is unable to 
appreciate the wrongfulness of his acts. 

Adler called the whole subject of 
whether Benefiel has a split personality 

“a red herring. The issue is not pertinent 
but the defense wants you to focus on 
it.” 

Although Benefiel was “pathetic” on 
the stand and suffered a sad and abusive 
childhood, “I'm as sorry as anyone, but 


-it cannot excuse the murder of Delores 


Wells,” Adler said. 
“A sad childhood does not mean that 


you're going to forgive him rape and 


murder. If that's justice, T' m in. the wrong 


usiness,” he added. = = = onn 
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Deripet, Bie Ye 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


ee, 
Bill J. Benefiel heard the recom- 
mendation of the jurors, but the 
convicted murderer was not in 
court earlier Tuesday afternoon to 
hear one of his defense attorneys 
jurors to spare his life. 

e defendant is not able to be 
present for this portion of the 
trial,” attorney Daniel L. Weber 
told Judge Michael H. Eldred. 

-Eldred asked if that meant 
Benefiel was waiving his presence, 
and Weber said, “To the extent that 
he’s able to do that.” 

` But earlier, before Weber called 
additional witnesses in the death- 
penalty hearing, Benefiel was in an 
ee py happy, devil-may-care 


mood. 

-“I feel >” Benefiel said, 
leaning back in a chair at the 
defense table, with his feet on the 
arm of another chair. 

- Asked by a television reporter to 

lain that emotion, Benefiel said, 
“I don’t know.” 


penalty “because I want to die,” 
and he wanted to die because “I 
have my reasons.” 

“Are you going to appeal any of 
this?” Benefiel was asked. He 
replied, “Not me.” 

“l’m famous!” he said. “I’m enjoy- 
ing every bit of this,” Benefiel said, 
turning to Christopher B. Gambill, 
co-counsel along with Weber, “but 
you aren't, are you?” 

Gambill told his client to put his 
feet down, and Benefiel replied to 
the effect that if he was going to get 
the death penalty, that’s what 
would happen, and having his feet 
up wouldn't matter. 

He did put his feet down, but he 
continued to smile and waved to 
two detectives sitting at the 
prosecution table. 

Gambill took Benefiel from the 
courtroom at about that point, and 
they came back as the death- 
penalty testimony was getting 
ready to start in the Vigo Circuit 
Courtroom, where the Superior 
Court Division 1 trial was moved to 
accommodate the large crowd. 


~ 
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torture-s aying 


By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


Terre Haute, Ind. — A jury 
recommended Tuesday that_Bill 


J. Benefiel should die for tortur- 
ing and murdering an 18-year- 


old Terre 
Haute woman 
in 1987. 

Less than 
24 hours ear- 
lier, the same 
jury had 
found the 32- 

_ year-old Terre 
Haute man 
guilty of mur- 
der, rape, con- 
finement and 


deviate sexual Wells 
conduct in the death of Delores 
Wells. 


However, whether or not the 
‘death sentence will be imposed 
is up to Vigo Superior Court 
Judge Michael H. Eldred. He set 
sentencing for Nov. 3. 

Benefiel, who also is a sus- 

f pect in attacks on several wom- 
en, was cheerful and smiling as 

` the recommendation was read. 
“I'm happy.” he said. 

His attorneys, however, ap- 

` peared upset. — 


“To say I'm disappointed in 
the recommendation is an un- 
derstatement,”’ said defense at- 
torney Christopher B. Gambill. 
“I thought we clearly showed 
adequate evidence that this is a 
severely disturbed young man. 

. I hope the judge has a differ- 
ent opinion than the jury." 

Gambill said he believes Ben- 
efiel wants to die and that the 
defense lawyers’ job was to pro- 
tect Benefiel from his own ill- 
ness. Gambill believes the ver- 
dict and death sentence 
recommendation may have re- 
sulted from the hideous. nature 
of the crimes committed, which 
raised outrage among jurors. 

Noting that jurors were emo- 


tional as their recommendation- 
MYY y POT eee aura 


` was read. Vigo County Prosecu- 

_ tor Phillip I. Adler said he re- 
quested the death penalty be- 
cause of the facts. 

“Obviously the jury saw that. 
It is sobering when you have 
something to do with someone's 
death,” Adler said. “My argu- 
ment today was low-key, be- 
cause obviously jurors knew the 
facts. I just asked them to be 
fair.” 

The nude body of Mrs. Wells. 
mother of a young son, was 
found buried near an abandoned 
coal mine southeast of Terre 
Haute in February 1987. She 
had been dead several weeks, 
and investigators said Benefiel 
had stuffed glue up her nose and 
taped her nose and mouth shut. 

Marge and Al Hagan, the 
woman's parents, have attended 
the trial daily. “I'm glad it's 
over. It was Delores’ turn finally, 
and today someone spoke for 
her,” Mrs. Hagan said. 

Marilyn Sue Benefiel, the de- 
fendant's wife, said she was not 
surprised by the verdict and the 
death penalty recommendation. 
Although her husband expressed 
happiness with the decisions, 
she emphasized that he is not in 
his right mind. 

Earlier Tuesday, during a 
hearing on the death sentence 
phase of the trial. jurors heard 
Benefiel's natural mother, Nor- 
ma Gilley, testify under subpoe- 
na that she gave Benefiel away 
shortly after his birth. She never 
visited her son from the time he 
was a year old until he was 
about 15, she testified. Another 
woman, Helen Benefiel, raised 
him as her own. 

“I didn’t pay much attention 
(to Benefiel),"’ Mrs. Gilley said, 
admitting that she didn’t follow 
his condition or progress. 

Mrs. Gilley was one of three 
witnesses presented by the de- 
fense to try to show there were 
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Terre Haute, Ind. — Testimo- 
ny is expected to end Monday in 
the trial ‘of Bill J. Benefiel, 
charged in the orture slay- 
ing of 18-year-old Delores Wells 
of Terre Haute. 

Vigo County Prosecutor Phil- 
lip 1. Adler spent Friday cross- 
examining a defense witness, 
psychologist Stephen Stewart of 
Indianapolis. 

Stewart testified Thursday 
that he believed the 32-year-old 
defendant, a suspect in a series 
of assaults of women, suffered 
from three distinct personalities: 
“There is Billy, who is a wimpy 
fellow; there is Bill, who is hos- 
tile, aggressive and vicious; and 
there is a little-boy personality.” 

Adler on Friday asked Stew- 
art: “Do you think Billy appreci- 
ated the wrongfuiness of Bill's 
acts but did not turn Bill in to 
authorities because he knew 
that if he did, both Bill and Billy 
would go to jail?” 

Stewart responded: “I cannot 
automatically assume that was 
the awareness Billy had and that 
that was his motive for not turn- 


ing Bill in.” 
Adler then asked: ‘Do you 
‘think if a uniformed officer was 


‘present that Bill would have 
raped aes killed Delores Wad 


v b 


66 

There is Billy, 
who is a wimpy 
fellow; there is Bill, 
who is hostile, 
aggressive and 
vicious; and there is a 
little-boy 
personality.” 


Stephen Stewart, 
psychologist 


. Stewart replied: “I'm not 
sure, but I would be inclined to 
say no.’ 

“Do you feel Bill Benefiel is 
insane under the laws of Indi- 
ana?,” Adler then asked. 

Stewart said. “I have a strong 
impression, because of the na- 
ture of multi-personality disor- 
der, Bill Benefiel may indeed be 
found insane under the defini- 
tion of insanity of Indiana stat- 
utes.” A 

Benefiel of Terre Haute re- 


„fused to attend his trial Friday 


for the third sues day. 
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Jury sa s Benefiel should die 


By John’ Halladay! 5 OCT o. 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 05 4904 


Convicted murderer Bill J. Benefiel nodded 
affirmatively, smiled slightly and appeared 
happy Tuesday as jurors said he should be 
electrocuted. 

Jurors began deliberating the death penalty 
at 2:41 p.m. and their recommendation was 
read in the Vigo Circuit Courtroom at 4:32 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

Benefiel, 32, was convicted Monday of the 
1987 criminal confinement, rape, ‘criminal 
Aviate conduct and murder 'of Delores Wells, 
_. The final decision on what sentence Benefiel 
will get is up to Judge Michael H. Eldred. 


Wet] Nor g 
ane said he a ls (b WIEG on Nov. 
3. If Benefiel does not get the death penalty, he 
could be sentenced to up to 120 years in the 
custody of the Indiana Department of Correc- 
tion for the four crimes. 

If the death sentence is imposed by Eldred, 
it will not be carried out at least until after it 
has been reviewed by the Indiana Supreme 
Court, and probably other courts as well. 

Outside the courtroom, argie Hagan, 
mother of Delores Wells, said her daughter 
finally had her day in court. “It won't bring her 
back, but at least I feel justice was done.” 

Alicia Elmore also was held captive by 
Benefiel, and her mother, Joan Marshall, said 
she hopes the death penalt; is imposed. “It goes 
der es in the days of the Bible: ‘An eye for 


AEEA Phillip I. Adler was low- keyi in his 


@) 


final argument to jurors Tuesday and remained 
so after jurors made their recommendation. “I 
felt that there wasn’t a nything I was going to 
be able to say to the jury that was going to really 
persuade them one way or the other. They knew 
the facts. They knew the gruesome details of 
this case. I just asked them to be fair and to do 
what they felt either in their hearts or their 
minds was correct, but be fair to both sides.” 
Christopher B. Gambill, one of Benefiel’s 

defense attorneys, said the defense attorneys 
were puzzled by the jurors’ verdicts Monday and 
disappointed by the recommendation Tuesday. 
He said there is no question but that Benefiel 
wants to die, has tried suicide before, “and the 
only explanation has been that this is a very 
disturbed young. man.” 

e defense attorneys’ job was to protect 
Benefiel as much as they could, Gambill said. 


Other charges on 


Benefiel dr 


“Crime md Com 


By John eo 08 aa 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Convicted murderer Bill J. 
Benefiel probably won't face trial 
for crimes against Alicia Elmore, 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said 
pres l found 

enefiel, 32, was foun i 
this week and faces a miy 
death sentence Nov. 3 for the Feb. 
h> 1987, murder of Delores Wells, 


Benefiel also was charged Feb, 
19, 1987, with crimes against 
Elmore — including seven class-A 
eae sex offenses. A person con- 

of a class-A felony may be 
sentenced to up to 50 years in the 
custody of the Indiana Department 
of Correction, so Benefiel could be 
sentenced to up to 350 years for 
those additional crimes. 


dropped 


dler CT urate ja such a thing 
as ‘beating a dead horse. 

ane, progecator said he probably 
will ask after the Nov. 3 sentencing 
hearing that the charges against 
Benefiel for crimes against Elmore 
be dismissed “without prejudice,” 
meaning they could be refiled later 
if the prosecutor wants to. Adler 
said there is no limit on how lon 

rosecution can wait on class- 

elonies. 

“Ive got to think about the 
living,” he said, pointing out that 
another trial would require 
another out-of-town sequestered 
jury, and another traumatic trip to 
the witness stand for Elmore, now 
19. Elmore testified as a prosecu- 
tion witness during Benefiel’s trial 
that concluded this week. 

The additional charges could be 
refiled if for some reason Benefiel’s 
conviction for crimes against Wells 
is overturned later, Adler said. 
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Two murder trials’ cost 
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By John Halladay’ NOV 0 3 19ag 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Bills are still coming in — but expenses 
submitted so far show the Bill J. Benefiel 
and the Earl Taylor murder trials together 
may cost the public more than $88,000. 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler says citizens of 
Vigo County have been getting good value for 
their money. 

Testimony in Taylor’s trial began July 21. 
The 36-year-old Taylor was found guilty 
Aug. 5 of murdering his wife, Mindy, 36, on 
Oct. 4, 1987, by causing her car to plunge 
into a lake near Poplar Street and Lakeview 
Drive. He was sentenced Sept. 6 by Circuit 
Judge Robert H. Brown to 60 years — the 
maximum he could get under Indiana law. 

Testimony in Benefiel’s trial began Sept. 
19. The 32-year-old Benefiel was found 
guilty Oct. 3 of criminal confinement, rape, 
criminal deviate conduct and the Feb. 7, 
1987, murder of Delores Wells, 18. State law 
allows the prosecution to request the death 


_ penalty under certain circumstances, includ- 
ing murdering someone while committing 


soars aboy > $88,000 


rape or criminal deviate conduct. 

Jurors agreed Oct. 4 with the prosecution 
that Benefiel should go to the electric chair. 
Judge Michael H. Eldred will decide today 
whether to impose the death penalty on 
Benefiel. 

Alternatively, Eldred could sentence 
Benefiel to up to 120 years for the four 
crimes. i 

Bills for the Taylor trial now total about 
$38,000. 

Some possibly large tabs — including the 
cost of a clinical psychologist who testified in 
Benefiel’s trial — have yet to be turned in, 
but the total so far for that trial is 
$48,951.69. 

Adler said Wednesday that’s not much 
more than the cost to each person in the 
county of a cup of coffee (or a child’s 
milkshake) for the total cost of the two trials. 

“To me, that’s not a very high price to pay,” 
Adler said. 

Even if jurors were not selected from 
outside Vigo County, the cost would change 
very little because of the complexity of the 
cases and because jurors still would have 


been sequestered, Adler said. 


Orme endl Ciminels Cusp 8 
Benefiel given death penalty 


in Terre Haute dorture slays 


By SUSAN CRITTENDEN 
STAR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


Terre Haute, Ind. — A judge 
Thursday sentenced convicted 
murderer Bill J. Benefie} to die in 
the state's electric chair. despite 
pleas from his victim's relatives 
to spare his life. 

Vigo Superior Court Judge Mi- 
chael H. Eldred said the acts of 
torture committed against 18- 
year-old Delores Wells as she 
was held captive and then killed 
in 1987 ‘defy description. They 
are the acts of a cruel, scheming, 
sadistic, murdering criminal." 

The 32-year-old Terre Haute 
man also is a suspect in several 
other attacks on women and in 
hundreds of burglaries in the 
area. 

One of those women, Alicia 
Elmore. 19, of Terre Haute, testi- 
fied at his trial in late September 
that she was abducted by Bene- 
fiel and was repeatedly raped 
and assaulted during a four- 
month period. 


She told the judge Thursday 
during Benefiel’s sentencing 
hearing that at first she wanted 
Benefiel to be executed. But now, 
she said, she believes “it would 


of l4 
be best that he spend the rest of 
his life in prison with other pris- 
oners. so he has a taste of what 
he did to Delores. 

“Tve decided that death is the 
easy way out. He should die long 
and slow.” 

Also urging the judge to im- 
pose the maximum prison sen- 
tence of 120 years instead of the 
death penalty were Mrs. Wells’ 
mother, stepfather and husband. 


Marge Hagan. Mrs. Wells’ 
mother, clutched a tissue and 
cried as she glared at Benefiel 
from the witness stand during 
her testimony. Benefiel, in turn, 
continued to face an empty jury 
box, his hands cuffed. 


“At first I wanted him dead, | 
didn't care how,“ Mrs. Hagan 
said. "But since I've had time to 
think about it. I think his pun- 
ishment should fit the crime. If I 
was sure he'd never get out. I'd 
like him to live in prison and 
hopefully feel some of the pain 
and fear that Delores felt in the 
last days of her life." 


Ten of the 12 jurors — all of 
whom were selected from the 


Evansville area to provide an im- 
partial; jury during the nearly 
four-week trial — returned vol- 
untarily Thursday to listen to 
the sentencing. The jurors had 
found Benefiel guilty on all 
counts and had recommended 


Gary Bahn. who was Jury 
foreman, said Thursday that ' 
was not any one single thing la 
the trial that helped us reach our 
decision. ... We talked about 
everything. ... Our question 
was if he knew the wrongfulness 
of his acts.” 

Benefiel had pleaded not 
guilty by reason of insanity. 

Charles Stratman and Celia 
Fox, two other jurors, said they 
had been influenced by how evil 
and street-smart Benefiel ap- 


` peared. They said they were glad 
Eldred followed the jury's death 
penalty recommendation. 

The judge noted that ‘‘al- 
though there was evidence of 
Mr. Benefiel’s sad and turbulent 
childhood ... it is inconceivable 

. to view Mr. Benefiel's back- 
ground as any justification for 
the outrageous, heinous crimes 
he has committed.” 

Eldred added that,, in..this 
case, “‘aggravating circum- 
stances far outweigh mitigating, 


and the death sentence is appro- 
priate." 

Benefiel smiled when the 
death sentence: was handed 
down. Later, he told reporters, "I 
got what I wanted.” He insisted 
he does not want his case ap- 
pealed. 

The Indiana Supreme Court 
automatically reviews death sen- 
tences. But any review after that 
initial one may or may not de- 
pend on Benefiel’s wishes, one of 
his attorneys said. 


By John Haliaday 
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Tribune- Star Staff Peper 


Electiocttion would be too good for Bill J. 
Benefiel, members of Delores Wells’ family 
testified Thursday. 

At first, “I wanted him dead; I didn’t care 
how,” said Margie Hagan, Wells’ mother. But 
now, she said, she felt the sentence should 
match the crime. 

“Td like for him to spend the rest of his life 
in prison” and perhaps suffer a little of the 
fear her daughter suffered, Hagan said. Al 
Hagan, Wells’ stepfather, agreed. 

David Wells, the dead victim's husband, 


said that at first, “ 
wanted to kill him. I’ 
... let him get raped” and tortured, Wells 
said. Electrocution would be “the easy way 
out” for Benefiel, he said. 

Alicia Elmore, another of Benefiel’s victims, 
said her thoughts were similar. “I think it 
would be best that he spend the rest of his life 
in prison amongst the other prisoners so he 
can feel just a little bit, a taste, of what he 
did to me. He should die long and slow,” and 
not quickly. 

Asked bout her own future, Elmore said, 
“It’s goin it take time” but she hopes to get 
on with her life. 

After Eldred sentenced Benefiel to die, Mrs. 
Hagan said, “I think it was a very just and 


ood, family testifies 


Mantel! him dead. Í fair sentence. 
rather have him in jail 


She said, 3 know that we testified today 
from emotions and hate; you know, wanting 
him to get back some of what he dished out. 
But I’m real satisfied with the judge and his 
decision. And when all the appeals are over, 
hopefully society will be rid of the likes of Bill 


~ Benefiel.” 


David Wells said after Eldred made his 
ruling that he was not displeased with the 
sentence. He also said he does not believe 
Benefiel really wants to die. “He had plenty 
of opportunities to kill himself, and he’s never 
done it.” 

David Wells said he and his young son will 
try to: get on with their lives “one day at a 
time.” 


Judge gives 


death 


order 


to Benefiel 


By John H -— V 4 1988 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Convicted murderer Bill J. 
Benefiel will die in Indiana’s 
electric chair, Judge Michael H. 
Eldred ruled Thursday. 

Benefiel reacted to the death 
sentence as if he’d just won a 
prize. 

He swiveled his chair and 
grinned in the direction of one of 
his defense attorneys as the 
sentence was announced. Later, 
as he was leaving the courthouse, 
Benefiel said he got what he 
wanted, although tears streaked 
the face of his wife, Marilyn. 

Eldred set no specific date for 
Benefiel to die, saying he would 
do that after the Indiana 


Supreme Court reviews the- 


Benefiel case, which it must do by 
state law even though Benefiel 
says he’s satisfied. 

Testimony in Benefiel’s trial 
began Sept. 19. The 32-year-old 
Benefiel was found guilty Oct. 3 
of criminal confinement, ra 
criminal deviate conduct and the 
Feb. 7, 1987, murder of Delores 
Wells, 18. Jurors agreed Oct. 4 


mmal LuN)- B 


with a prosecution request that 
Benefiel should go to the electric 
chair. 

Eldred said in his sentencin 
order that evidence showe 


_Benefiel killed Wells “in a savage, 


barbaric and unspeakably cruel 
manner by gluing her eyes and 
nostrils shut, handcuffing her 
hands and feet and gagging her 
mouth with wads of tissue pa gt 
or tape until she suffocate 

e 

Defense attorneys contended 
unsuccessfully that their client 
was mentally incompetent to 
stand trial and not responsible by 
reason of insanity at the time of 
the: crimes. 

“While there was evidence 
presented concerning the defen- 
dant’s psychological history and 
psychiatric witnesses testified 
that the defendant suffers from 
mental and emotional dis- 
turbances, this evidence is re- 
butted by the planned manner in 
which this murder and the other 
crimes were carried out, no 
matter how perverse, heinous, 
cruel and senseless they may 
seem to the normal person,” 
Eldred said in his sentencing 
order. 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


` “I suspect the best thing to say 
is. that I’m satisfied,” Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler said Thursday after 
Bill J. Benefiel was sentenced to 


ie. 
Daniel L. Weber, one of 
Benefiel’s defense attorneys, said 
he’s not sure his client really wants 
to die. 
Weber said Benefiel may change 
his mind about wanting to appeal, 
“depending on his mood, his degree 
of insanity, and just the passage of 
time. I am forced to proceed on the 
assumption that he is sane and 
competent to a degree because 
- that’s what the court’s finding has 
_ been each time we have raised that 
issue.” 3 
“But,” said Weber, “I also have to — 
proceed on the aarun phia, that he 
is completely insane and suffering 
from severe mental illness all the 
time because I see it and I believe ; - | 
it and I know it.” Christopher B. Gambill, the loses. f my 
Benefiel has said he wants to die. other defense attorney for Benefiel, “I just cannot accept a pcie, 
Weber said Benefiel “expresses the - alag spoke before sentence was that kills mentally ill pper ” 
desire to die, and I think that’s a _ ed — but he looked not at the Gambill said. 
much more accurate and less j judge but at the audience. If money is the important thing: 
misleading way of expressing it. ambill said the guilty verdict it would cost about $465,000 oe 
Before the death sentence was — and 1 recommendation for the death keep someone in prison for 40 
imposed, Adler told the judge that enalty had left him “in sort of a years, compared with $1.2 million 


efense attorneys might be right, funk” that articles about capital for a deat -penalty case by the 
d imprisonment might be the poe ee cases say is to be time all the appeals are “over, 
worst punishment for Benefiel- exp a defense attorney Gambill said. i S J 
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Benefiel eagerly 


awaits death row 


By John Hålfadšý- 0 3 1938 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Its off to the Department of 


Correction for convicted murderer 
Bill J. Benefi Vigo County 
eri ames R. Jenkins said 
Friday that Benefiel will be taken 
to prison within the next 72 hours. 
Benefiel’s ultimate destination 
will be: death row. 

He was sentenced Nov. 3 to die 
in the electric chair for the Feb. 7, 
1987, murder of Delores Wells, 18. 
Superior Court Division 1 Judge 
Michael H. Eldred said the specific 
date for Benefiel to die would be set 
after the Indiana Supreme Court 
makes its required review of the 
Benefiel case. 

Benefiel, 32, said Friday he was 
eager to make the trip to prison. 
During his trial Benefiel said he 
wanted the death penalty. There 
was some indication from 
psychiatric reports that Benefiel 
may want to die in order to control 
his other, “bad,” self — although 


jurors did not accept the defense 


theory that Benefiel was insane, 
suffering from “multiple personali- 
ty disorder,” at the time of his 
crimes. 

Daniel L. Weber, one of 
Benefiel’s attorneys, said Friday 
that one reason Benefiel may want 
to make the trip is that anyone who 
has been in the Vigo County Jail 
for close to two years — as Benefiel 
has — would rather be almost 
anyplace else. 


Benefiel was in court Friday for . 
the conclusion of a hearing the- 
prosecutor requested to underscore 
previous rulings by Eldred that.’ 

Benefiel was mentally competent - 
to stand trial. > 

On Wednesday, three jail in- - 
mates testified to support 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler’s con- 
tention that Benefiel made the 
calls. The inmates said Benefiel ` 
stuffed cotton in his mouth and 
placed a rag over the telephone in » 
war cell block before using it that» 

ay. 

Adler wants to show that : 
Benefiel was at least competent A y a 
enough to make the telephone calls ‘Qa AN 
Sept. 28 — a day when he suffered * So 
a mental breakdown, according to , 

Christopher B. Gambill, another 
Benefiel attorney. 

Terri Helton of the prosecutor’s 
office and Martha Hoard of the ne 
public defenders’ office testified 

ednesday that they received the 
calls allegedly made by Benefiel. » ommyi 

On Friday, Susan Allen, Circuit , 

Court bailiff, said she also got a call ; 
Sept. 28. h 

‘This is a bomb scare, ” Allen 
said the caller told her. 

Allen said she did not take the, 
caller seriously when he told her | 
the bomb would explode at 3:30. 


p.m. ; 
“ ‘Why 3:30? Why not 2:30, so we. 

could leave earlier?” Allen said 

she told the caller. A 
Nonetheless, the courthouse was- 

evacuated and searched as a’ 

precaution. 

- No bomb was found. Do, “Es 
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By John Halladay | ° DÉCO 1 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


1988 


There was anger and laughter Wednes- 
day during a court hearing for convicted 
murderer Bill J. Benefiel. 

Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler is trying to 
show that Benefiel made three bomb-hoax 
telephone calls to the courthouse during 
his trial. Adler wants to underscore 
previous rulings by Judge Michael H. 
Eldred that Benefiel was mentally compe- 
tent to stand trial by showing he was at 
least competent enough to make the 
telephone calls. 

Benefiel, 32, not only stood trial, but he 


was also found ia and sentenced Nov. 
3 to die in the electric chair for the Feb. 
7, 1987, murder of Delores Wells, 18. 

Benefiel testified in his own defense 
Sept. 28, but he did not return to the 
witness stand after a rest break, suffering 
what his attorneys said was a nervous 
breakdown. Later that same afternoon, 
someone called three courthouse offices, 
saying a bomb was planted in the building. 

The courthouse was evacuated, and no 
bomb was found. 

Adler called two courthouse employees 
to the witness stand Wednesday to say 
they received calls warning of a bomb. The 
caller’s voice was described as muffled or 
“mushy” at times. 

Three jail inmates then took the witness 


stand to say they shared a cell block with 
Benefiel on the day in question and saw 
him make telephone calls after placing 
cotton in his mouth and a rag over the 
telephone. 

“He just laughed about it” later, inmate 
Kenneth Price, 42, sai 

Cross-examination by Daniel L. Weber, 
poa pt Benefiel’s defense attorneys, irked 


Weber wanted to know details of Price’s 
involvement in a burglary in which young 
boys participated. Price refused to answer, 
pthough Weber persisted. 

m go ing to walk out! I will not take 
that? rice said — and did, followed 
closely by a sheriff's deputy. 


Inmates James Alan Qualkinbúsh and 


man 


pepper Benefi 


poy wee $ kia 


Charles Timothy Allan also tesdned. 
Allan said Bengis made one of the calls 
“about 1:39” 
Asked how he > could be sure of the time 
he said, “I wear a watch all the time” and 


- “I decided at that point I would probably 


wind up telling,” so he made notes. — 

Other testimony indicated different ap- 
proximate times. 

Allan was described by Weber as “a 
bunco artist,” and there was laughter at 
times in the courtroom Wednesday as he 
and Weber sparred over details of his 
activities. “I believe I’ve been very paca 
with you,” jd not answer “irre told 
Weber he, ould n t er “i 
questions.” ilan. aai ed 
may have sold_ his business t 


a 
Er s: 

credit ‘card number to others, causing a lot 
of calls to be billed improperly to that 
account. 

Testimony continues kriday, when 
Circuit Court employee takes the stand 
tal her experience in receiving one of the 


ls. 

“Eldred then will send the testimony o 
higher courts for review, along wit the 
rest of the Benefiel file, while Benefiel will 
be transported to the Department of 
Correction. 

Christopher B. Gambill, 
Benefiel’s apiornays, maintains there is ho 
legal basis for the session Wednesday. 

ere’s no such animal” in the law for 
type of hearing to be conducted at, this 
stage in the case, Gambill said. 


another of 


Benefiel 


ee 
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tried in ot ner case 


Convicted murderer Bill J. 
Benefiel probably won’t face trial 
for additional crimes against Alicia 
Elmore, Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler 


said. 

Benefiel, 32, was sentenced Nov. 
3 to die in the electric chair for the 
Feb. 7, 1987, murder of Delores 
Wells, 18. - 

Benefiel also was charged Feb. 
19, 1987, with crimes against 
Elmore — including seven class-A 
felony sex offenses. A person con- 
victed of a class-A felony may be 
sentenced to up to 50 years in the 
custody of the Indiana Department 
of Correction, so Benefiel could be 


sentenced to up to 350 years for 
those additional crimes. f 

Adler asked that those addi- 
tional charges be dismissed 
because there’s such a thing as 
.beating a dead horse. Adler had the 
charges dismissed without pre- 
judice, meaning they could be 
refiled later if he wants. 


“I have to now look to the living,” ` 


he said Friday, pointing out that 
another trial would require 
another expensive, out-of-town, se-, 
questered jury, and another 
traumatic trip to the witness stand 
for Elmore, now 19.. : 


Benefiel tells court he’d like to die 


By John Halladay? 1 9 1989 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


He says he wants to die. 

He’s said so before — and, last 
month, he put it in writing. 

Bill J. Benefiel, 32, was 
sentenced Nov. 3 to die in the 
electric chair for the Feb. 7, 1987, 
murder of Delores Wells, 18. 

Judge Michael H. Eldred said the 
specific date for Benefiel to die 
would be get after the Indiana 
Supreme Court makes its required 
review of the Benefiel case. 

Benefiel said during his trial he 
wanted the death penalty. 
Psychiatric reports indicated he 
may want to die to control his “bad” 
self — although jurors did not 
accept the defense theory that 
Benefiel was insane and suffering 
from multiple personality disorder. 

In a July 12 letter to the Indiana 
Supreme Court, Benefiel said, “My 
name is Billy Benefiel. And i am on 
Death Row at Michigan Gaty Ind. 
My lawyers are Daniel L Weber 
and Christopher B Gambill. My 
trial was in Terre Haute Ind. Vigo 


County. I want. to (a all of my 
appeals. And be put to death in the 
electric chair.” — 

The letter was signed. “Billy” 
was said during the trial to be the 
better of the two Benefiel 
personalities — the other being 
Bill,” with some indication of 
perhaps a third, unnamed “little 
boy” personality. 

rl L. Mulvaney, Supreme 
Court administrator, wrote back 
July 21: 

“Dear Mr. Benefiel, 

“Your letter to Chief Justice 
Randall T. Shepard has been 
referred to this office for a response 


“The record of proceedings is 
currently being prepared. Under 
Indiana law the Supreme Court 
must review that record in all 
death cases. Thus, your appeal 
rights cannot be totally waived. 
The court will certainly attempt to 
review your case in an expeditious 
fashion after the record and argu- 
ments are received. Your letter will 
be placed in your file.” 

Benefiel’s attorneys claimed 
even before the trial that their 
client is not mentally competent — 


and that means, they say, he’s also 
incompetent to waive his appeal. 

Mark A. Bates, assistant court 
administrator, said Friday the 


legal record may be on file by the“ 


end of this year — and that would; -, 


clear the way for the Suprenie 
Court to review the case. : 

It might also be, Bates said, the 
high court could conduct a hearing 
on Benefiel’s death request with 
his attorneys present if he keeps 
asking to go to the electric chair. 
That hearing would help the high 
court in making its ultimate de- 
cision. 

Gambill and Weber, Benefiel’s 
attorneys, visited him Friday to 
give him an update on the case and 
to explain his position. 

Questioned if Benefiel un- 

derstood his situation, Gambill 
first said, “No,” then added, “I 
think to a certain’extent he does. 
The problem has been to un- 
derstand all the processes that are 
going on.” 
Gambill said that since before 
the trial, Benefiel’s desire has been 
to do away with his life in one way 
or another. 
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Evidence in m 


If claim of improper w 


By DAVID J. REMONDINI 
STAR STAFF WRITER 
Evidence used to convict_Bill 
Benefiel of murder and rape should 

thrown out because a police 
detective deliberately misled a judge 
when he asked for a search war- 
rant, Benefiel’s attorney told the 
Indiana Supreme Court on Wednes- 
day. 

The evidence that attorney 
Christopher B. Gambill wants 
thrown out includes testimony from 
Alicia Elmore, who was held pris- 
oner in Terre Haute by Benefiel for 
months and raped repeatedly. 

If the evidence obtained through 
the search warrant is thrown out, 
Benefiel probably will be released 
from prison. 

‘Without that evidence, Mr. 
Benefiel goes free,’ said Vigo Coun- 
ty Prosecutor Phillip 1. Adler, who 


ie end 


Put ple 


prosecuted Benefiel. 

During Benefiel’s sensational 
1988 trial for the murder of Delores 
Wells, Elmore testified that Benefiel 
told her he killed Wells. 

Benefiel later was convicted of 
the murder and rape of the 18- 
year-old Terre Haute woman and 
was sentenced to die in the state's 
electric chair. 

Elmore’s testimony and other 
evidence police discovered during a 
search of Benefiel’s properties were 
considered the keys to his convic- 
tion. 

The search warrant that Gam- 
bill believes is tainted allowed po- 
lice to search four houses Benefiel 
owned in Terre Haute. During the 
search, they found and rescued El- 
more. 

But Gambill argued that Terre 
Haute Police Detective Joseph New- 


arrant is upheld, 


rae 


port deliberately misled the trial 
court when he asked for the search 
warrant. For that reason, Gambill 
said, all evidence obtained from the 
search, including Elmore’s testimo- 
ny, should have been excluded 
from the trial. 

Gambill said an affidavit New- 
port filed to support his request for 
the warrant suggests a confidential 
informant had ‘‘personal knowl- 
edge” that Elmore was being held 
hostage. 

But it later was revealed that the 
confidential informant had only 
secondhand knowledge, Gambill 
said. 

The lack of direct knowledge 
suggests the informant was not a 
reliable or credible source, and In- 
diana judges usually are reluctant 
to issue a search warrant under 
those conditions, Gambill noted. 


“Simply put, they (the detec- 
tives) were never able to corrobo- 
rate from any independent source 
that Alicia Elmore was in the pres- 
ence of Bill Benefiel,’’ Gambill said. 

Prosecutor Adler urged the high 
court to let Elmore’s testimony 
stand. 

“They are asking the court to 
silence the lips of a willing, cooper- 
ative witness — a victim, a girl 
who had been held captive for four 
months and had unspeakable 
things done to her — a witness to 
the murder of an 18-year-old girl,” 
Adler said. 

Adler conceded Newport's affida- 
vit was not perfect. But he believes 
the detective never meant to hide 
the source of his information. ‘‘He 
forgot. He knew what he meant to 
say, but he didn’t put it in,” Adler 
said. 
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Bill Benefiel 
was convicted 
in 1988 of mur- 
dering Delores- 
Wells, 18, and 


. was sentenced 


to die in the ~ 
electric chair. _ 
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. By John Halladay 
Tribune- -Star Staff Reporter 


. The Indiana Supreme Court will hear 
oral arguments today about the Vigo 
County trial and conviction of Bill J. 
B el, 

Benefiel, 34, was sentenced Nov. 3, 1988, 
to die in the electric chair for the Feb. 7, 
1987, murder of Delores Wells, 18. 

Judge Michael H. Eldred said the 
specific date for Benefiel to die would be set 
after the Supreme Court makes its re- 
quired review of the case. 

After oral arguments, justices will select 
one of their number to draft a ruling, which 
will be circulated for comment and even- 

‘tual majority approval at a later date. 

Before oral arguments, both sides sub- 
mitted legal briefs. 

Defense attorneys Christopher B. Gam- 
bill and Daniel L. Weber said the trial was 
flawed before it ever began. 

An affidavit by Joe Newport — who was 
then a police detective and is now assistant 
chief of police — resulted in a search 
warrant that led to Benefiel’s arrest. That 
warrant contained “significant material 
misrepresentations” by Newport, the de- 
fense said. 


Cy PYYFNE Ls l UA 
Defense attorneys said Newport's af- 
fidavit contained second-hand information 


about seeing a missing female in Benefiel’s 
house, not first-hand information as the 
affidavit appeared to say. “When I was 
writing it I had in my mind what I meant. 
I agree with you that it doesn’t come out 
the way that it appears now,” Newport said 
during a court hearing. 

The defense attorneys said all the 
evidence gathered against Benefiel as a 
result of the search warrant was “fruit of 
the poisonous tree” that should not have 
been allowed into the trial. 

“Certainly the review of the constitu- 
tional question is made more difficult by 
the heinousness of the alleged crime,” the 
defense attorneys said. They quoted a U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling that noted the 
pressures caused by the nature of such 
crimes, 
predictability of those pressures that make 
imperative a resolute loyalty to the 
eg cee that the Constitution extends to 
us a x” 

The prosecution’s side of the case was 
developed by Vigo County Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler and the Indiana Attorney 
General’s office. 

The prosecution’s brief said the warrant 
was valid — and even if it wasn’t, the 
search was still proper because of “exigent 
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yet said “‘it is precisely the 


er goes: 


circumstances” — circumstances that re- 
quire immediate action. 

The prosecution’s brief says Newport 
had a conversation at the scene of the 
search with Marilyn Benefiel, the defen- 
dant’s wife (they married after his arrest), 
and Newport recognized her voice as that 
of an anonymous caller who earlier had 
told him two missing girls might be being 
held against their will by Benefiel. Marilyn 
Benefiel also admitted she had called 
police in early January with information 
about a missing girl but said no more 
“because she feared for her family’s 
safety.” 

The prosecution’s brief quotes Newport 
as saying, “I felt if she and her children 
were afraid of this guy, then the Elmore 
girl, it was conceivable to me that she was 
in jeopardy of her life as well.” 

Alicia Elmore, rescued by Agat was 
Adler's ‘star witness against Benefiel. 

The prosecution’s brief also points out 
trial judge Michael H. Eldred ruled the 
Newport affidavit was written “in the 
haste of a criminal investigation and was 
neither Written nor reviewed by an 
attorney.” Newport admitted it “contained 
language which, while not intentionally so, 
was ambiguous and possibly misleading, 
but there was no proof that Sgt. Newport 
had deliberately misled the court or acted 


Comn 
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- the time of the search, 


ore 


in reckless disregard of the truth.” 

Newport left out some facts that- would 
have streñpthondi his request for a search 
warrant, the prosecution's brief said. 

And even if the second-hand information 
were thrown out, the affidavit still con- 
tained sufficient information to justify a 
an warrant, the prosecution’s brief 
said. 

The defense attorneys replied the 
prosecution had not brought up the 
“exigent circumstances” argument before 
— and Indiana courts have held that 
“exigent circumstances” must be accom- 
panied by probable cause. “The state cites 
no evidence in its brief which would 
establish probable cause for a search.” 

Marilyn Benefiel’s prior fear did not 
constitute imminent risk of bodily harm at 
the defense 
attorneys said. 

They also again paifited out their view 
that reckless disregard for the truth is 
reason to set aside the search warrant. 

Another major thread in the defense 
argument was that Benefiel was mentally 
ill and not competent to stand trial. The 
defendant’s mental illness “was proven 
with clear and convincing evidence and no 
rebuttal before trial, during trial, and at 
the sentencing hearing. Benefiel submits 
there never was any controversy concern- 


ing that issue.” = Ls 

Benefiel should have been found not 
guilty by reason of insanity, the defense 
attorneys said. CERY 
i The prosecution says Benefiel’s use of 
police scanners to avoid detection and his 
attempts to conceal his identity by gluing 
and taping his victims’ eyes shut and 
wearing a mask are “certainly relevant to. 


the issue of defendant's sanity as it went 
to his attempts at concealment and his 
knowledge of the wrongfulness of his 
conduct.” — ` 3 

State law says to be “mentally ill” -a 
person must have a psychiatric disorder 
that both disturbs the person’s thinking, 
feeling or behavior and impairs the 
person’s ability to function, the prosecution 


says. 

The prosecution’s brief also points out “a 
finding. of guilty but mentally ill. does not 
foreclose the application of the death 
penalty.” 7 reat ng E 

As to whether Benefiel was competent to. 
stand trial, that’s within the sound 
discretion of the trial court to determine, 
the prosecution said. vee eae 

The insanity issue also should not be- 
overturned because “there was ample 


¿evidence from which the jury could have 
found defendant not insane,” the prosecu-. 


tion says. 


- i 


ho ppl, fal 


TIUU L 


ə 


A higher court/ 


Justices review 


Ben fiel 


By John Halla 1 4 1991 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


INDIANAPOLIS — “Hear ye, 
hear ye, hear ye: the Supreme 
Court of the state of indianek is now 
in session!” 

Those tradi- 
tional words 
rang out 
Wednesday as 
the justices 
took their 
seats to hear 
oral argu- 
ments about 
the Vigo Coun- 
ty trial and 
conviction of Bill J. Benefiel. 

Benefiel, 34, was sentenced Nov. 
3, 1988, to die in the electric chair 
for the Feb. 7, 1987, murder of 
Delores Wells. Judge Michael H. 
Eldred said the specific date for 
Benefiel to die would be set after 
the Indiana Supreme Court makes 
its required review of the case. 

he high court session was 
conducted in a courtroom closed off 
by a large, purple rope until time 
for spectators to enter. Stained- 
glass windows, wall lamps and a 
large chandelier hanging from the 
ceiling 45 feet above provided 
illumination. On the olive-colored 
carpet with red-highlighted de- 
signs, three large, wooden tables 
faced the elevated wooden benches 
behind which -the justices sat. 
Pictures, presumably of past 
justices, adorned the walls. Extra 
chairs were brought into the room 
‘to accommodate an unusually large 
-crowd of spectators. 

Christopher B. Gambill, one of 
Benefiel’s defense attorneys, ad- 

dressed the court first, sketching 
the background of the case at the 
Separ: of Chief Justice Randall T. 


t 


epard, and then arguing 
enefiel’s conviction should be 
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écause of “misstate- 


ments” in the affidavit that led:to ay 


the search warrant that led to 
Benefiel’s arrest. 

The police affidavit incorrectly 
said some information was based 
on personal knowledge, although” 
that information actually was 
second-hand information, Gambill 
said. | 

Daniel L. Weber, also a Benefiel 
defense attorney, argued next, 
telling the justices that Benefiel 
was mentally ill, he should have 
been found to be mentally incompe- 
tent for trial, and he was “com- 
pletely insane.” 

Vigo County Prosecutor Phillip I. 
Adler urged the justices not to 
tamper with the rulings of Eldred 
and not to apply a judicial footnote 
to “silence the lips” of Alicia 
Elmore, rescued from Benefiel’s 
captivity. Adler conceded there 
were some things “mistakenly 
omitted” from the search warrant 
affidavit through an “innocent mis- 
take,” but he asked the justices not 
to heed the defense attorneys’ 
requests. 

“They are asking police to be 
perfect — this is an imperfect 
world,” Adler said. He said the 
justices should weigh the imperfec- 
tions in the affidavit against the 
windfall that the defense sought to 
get — and, “the windfall balance’ 
here is incredibly ‘ way out. of 
whack. 

Adler also said Benefiel’s actions 
showed he could still function — 
“in fact, quite cleverly.” Ay 

With two minutes ramaining, 
Gambill again addressed the 
justices, saying the question of the. 
source of some of the information ih 
the affidavit was “the most fun- 
damental type of mistake.” Gambill 
urged the justices not to let the 
heinous nature of the crime pré= 
vent them from applying legal] 
standards evenlv. 
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Despite death. 
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By John Halladay i 9 igh” 


and Deborah D. Heldman 
Tribune-Star staff reporters 


Even though convicted murderer Bill J. 


Benefiel of Terre Haute has said in writing 


he wants to die in the electric chair, 
appeals to save his life may still continue, 
one of his attorneys said Wednesday. 

Benefiel said during his trial he wants 
the death penalty. Psychiatric reports 
show some indication he may want to die 
in order to control his “bad,” self — 
although jurors did not accept the defense 
theory that Benefiel was insane and 
suffering from “multiple personality dis- 
order” at the time of his crimes. 
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continue 
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Benefiel said in a July 12, 1989, Tetter to to a all appeals, no further appeals 


the Indiana Supreme Court, “I want to 
waive all of my appeals. And be put to 
death in the electric chair.” 

The letter was signed “Billy Benefiel.” 

“Billy” was said during the trial to be the 
better of the two Benefiel personalities 
(the other being “Bill,” with some indica- 
tion of perhaps a third, unnamed “little 
boy” personality.) 

Karl L. Mulvaney, Supreme Court 
administrator, wrote back, saying “Under 
Indiana law the Supreme Court must 
review that record in all death cases. Thus, 
your appeal rights cannot be totally 
waived.” 

Daniel L. Weber, one of Benefiel’s 
appointed defense attorneys, said after the 
high court ruled Wednesday there would 


After he was convicted and sentenced,\ be “some chance,” if Benefiel really wants 


might be filed. 

But Weber also pointed out Benefiel did 
not plead guilty. Weber said, “He has 
hinted one way” indicating he is: seeking 
death “and always done the other.” The 
defense attorney said, “Human beings 
have a very strong, innate drive to be 
alive.” 

In other reaction to Wednesday’s ruling: 

e Christopher B. Gambill, also an 
appointed Benefiel defense attorney, said 
the defense position has been and con- 
tinues to be that police did not know in 
advance that anyone’s life was in im- 
mediate danger until they executed their 
serach warrant, Gambill found it hard to 
understand how the high court could use 
“immediate danger” as justification to 
excuse a defective search warrant. But he 


said, “The word of the Supreme Court is 
like the Word of God: not easily ques- 
tioned.” 

è Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler said he was 
“totally elated and relieved” by the ruling. 
Adler said, “I always in my heart felt that 
Benefiel received the fairest trial that was 
humanly possible” from Judge Michael H. 
Eldred. And he said Joe Newport and Greg 
McCoy of the Terre Haute Police Depart- 
ment “did an absolutely terrific investiga- 
tion,” while Chief Deputy Prosecutor 
James R. Walker “did a terrific job, as 
always” in “having the law right by my 
side.” Adler said the ruling re-emphasizes 
his faith in the criminal justice system and 
Supreme Court; “and I think if they had 
reversed this case, I would have resigned 
and moved to England and raised bees.” 


è Eldred said he would have accepted 
whatever ruling the Supreme Court made 
— but he also said he would be “less than 
candid” if he did not say that “to be 
affirmed is professionally very gratifying.” 

è “I’m just glad,” Newport said, adding 
he hopes the victim’s families get some 
satisfaction out of the ruling. 

“I thought all along I had done nothing 
wrong,” he said of the search warrant. “I 
am glad, no, elated. I owe a great deal to 
Jim Walker and Phil Adler. Their prepara- 
tion preserved the conviction.” i 

Attempts to locate Benefiel’s wife were 
unsuccessful Wednesday. 

Former Terre Haute resident Alisha 
Elmore, who was kidnapped by Benefiel 
and testified for the prosecution in the 
murder trial, also was not avaiablg afer 
comment. ~ 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Indiana Supreme Court on Wednesday 
upheld the murder conviction and death 
penalty sentence for Bill J. Benefiel of Terre 
Haute. Á 

Benefiel, now 35, was sentenced Nov. 3, 
1988, to die in the electric chair for the Feb. 
7, 1987, murder of Delores Wells, 18. 

-~ Judge Michael H. Eldred said earlier the 
' specific date for Benefiel to die would be set 
after the Indiana Supreme Court made its 
review of the Benefiel case. Eldred said 
Wednesday he will take appropriate action 
„after he receives a formal written copy of the 
' Wednesday ruling. ' 

But legal appeals for Benefiel are expected 
to further delay whatever execution date may 
be set. Indiana Attorney General Linley 


Court uphold 


Pearson said Wednesday that Benefiel still 
has several appeal options open, including a 
direct appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court and 
additional appeal avenues after that if the 
U.S. Supreme Court rejects his direct appeal. 

A 20-page main ruling Wednesday by the 
state high court rejects issues Benefiel’s 
attorneys have raised on appeal so far. A 
major defense contention has been the search 
warrant police used that led to Benefiel’s 
arrest was improper because that search 
warrant contained secondhand hearsay in- 
formation. 

But the high court said, “One of the well- 
recognized exceptions to the warrant require- 
ment is an entry under emergency 
circumstances involving injury or imminent 
danger to a person’s life.” Also, “The informa- 
tion received by [Terre Haute Police] Sergeant 
[Joe] Newport, although in some instances 
secondhand hearsay, was nevertheless suffi- 
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e Numerous appeals may still stand 
between Bill J. Benefiel and death. See 
page B1. Re £8 : 


cient to authorize the police to enter the 
indicated dwellings without a warrant to 
secure the safety of Alicia Elmore,” who was 
rescued by police and became the star 
prosecution witness in Benefiel’s trial. 

A separate opinion by Justice Roger O. 
DeBruler concurring with the other four 
justices of the state Supreme Court says late 
information gathered by police overrode the 
search warrant problem. 

Benefiel’s attorneys also contend Eldred 
should have entered judgment notwithstand- 
ing the jury’s verdict and found Benefiel 
mentally ill. The ‘high court rejected that 


contention. Sow 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 
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Convicted nior dered Bill Lampe! of Terre 
Haute was ordered Tuesday to die in the electric 
chair Feb. 3. 

But the continuing appeal process is expected 
to mean a lot of time — years, perhaps — will 
pass before that execution is carried out. 

The Indiana Supreme Court on Sept. 18 
upheld the murder conviction and death- 
penalty sentence for Benefiel, clearing the way 
for Tuesday’s hearing in Vigo County to set an 
execution date. 

Benefiel, 35, was sentenced Nov. 3, 1988, 
eventually to die in the electric chair for the 
Feb. 7, 1987, murder of Delores Wells, 18. 

Judge Michael H. Eldred (who set the 
February execution date) said he picked that 
particular date for no particular reasons other 


on 


if they want to — and because it’s a Monday. 
Eldred explained he believes he should be 
present when the execution is carried out, and 
a Monday date would allow him to drive up to 
Michigan City the day before. 

The warden may or may not allow it, but “I 
would request to be there merely because I 
think it’s my responsibility as the sentencing 
judge to be there,” Eldred said. 

Al and Margie Hagan, mother and stepfather 
of the slain girl, were at the courthouse to see 
Eldred set the execution date. “Feb. 3, Bill!” 
Hagan shouted at Benefiel as he was taken back 
to jail. 

Mrs. Hagan told reporters her feelings about 
Benefiel: “Hate — and I hate him with my 
whole being. I wish that I could change, but I 
can’t.” 

She said: “He’s got to be made responsible for 
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_ defense attorneys to file further appeal papers 


hat he’s Ros She said the experience has 
been emotionally trying, with ups and downs as 
the case progresses. She said it’s difficult for 
both of them to deal with “the way the law 
protects.somecne like-him.” 

Hagan, obviously angry, said he shouted the 
execution date at Benefiel because “I wanted to 


give him something to think about.” 
Hagan said appeals may delay the process, 
but “I want him to know that he’s going to die 


someday. If it’s not February 3, 


it is coming.” 


Both wore ribbons denoting membership in 
the organization Parents of Murdered Children. 
On his way to the courtroom Tuesday, 
Benefiel smiled and occasionally chuckled as 


reporters flocked .around him, 


wants to continue his appeal. 


previously he wanted to die. 


After the court session Tues- 
day, Daniel L. Weber, one of 
Benefiel’s attorneys, said 
Benefiel has not instructed that 
there be no more appeals. “On 
the contrary, we have received 
in a number of ways lots of 
assurances that he wants to 
continue with his appeal.” 

Christopher B. Gambill, also 
one of Benefiel’s attorneys, 
noted a petition for rehearing is 
still pending before the Indiana 
Supreme Court, and the appeal 
process will continue. 

Asked about the jocular, 
devil-may-care attitude Benefiel 
displayed Tuesday, Weber said, 
“Bill probably would like for 
people to think he’s really enjoy- 
ing himself.” But, “I would 
interpret that part of his 
behavior to be ‘compensation’ or 
‘decompensation’ — I don’t know 
the psychological term for it — 
but I think he’s really basically 
an extremely shy person, and 
I'm not sure he wouldn't react in 
an apparently or superficially 
inappropriate manner if he was 


asking if he 
Benefiel said 


in the presence of a lot of people, « 
no matter what the: 
circumstances. We know from” 
the trial and sentencing hearing”: 
that he’s never been able to bè 
out very much in public during” 
the daytime. And he’s very: 
uncomfortable, no. matter how- 
he may seem.” a 
Weber said the defense at-* 
torneys believe it would be their, 
duty to be present when the, 
execution is carried out. e 
Prosecutor Phillip I. Adler. 
said he sees no particular need. 
to be present at the actual 
execution. “You really can’t» 
revel, I don’t think, in the death’ 
of anyone — no matter what the 
reason is.” i 3 
Adler said he did not know’ 
how long it, might be before. 
Benefiel actually is executed. He! 
said he’ll just be continuing to ; 
do his job, taking the case “one”: 
step, at ..a_time,” working- to 
convince future courts to com- 
tinue to uphold the conviction’ 
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The U. upreme Court on 
Monday rejected an appeal by 
Indiana Death Row inmate_Bill 
Benefiel, who took a woman cap- 
tve and tortured her at his Terre 
Haute home for 10 days in 1987 
before killing her. 

The justices, without com- 
ment, let stand rulings that Ben- 
efiel received a fair trial when 
convicted of the Feb. 7, 1987, 
murder of Delores Wells. 

The prosecution's star wit- 
ness at Benefiel’s trial was a 17- 
year-old girl he had held captive 
for four months. The girl testified 
she had been forced to serve as 
Benefiel’s sex slave, and he had 
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raped her at least 64 times. 

The girl testified that Benefiel 
had glued her eyes shut and 
chained her to a bed. She said 
she saw him beat Wells, pour 
glue into her nose and stuff her 
mouth with toilet paper. 

One of Benefiel’s attorneys, 
Christopher B. Gambill of Terre 
Haute, said the court's decision 
was based on a writ of certiorari 
— a direct appeal of the state 
court’s decision — which was 
filed about six weeks ago. 

The appeal must now go 
through the federal court system 
before it reaches the U.S. Su- 
preme Court again, Gambill said. 
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Benefiel’s conviction upheld; 


appeals process far from over 


By Deborah D. Heldman 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The U.S. Supreme Court on 
Monday rejected an appeal by 
Indiana death row inmate Bill J. 
Benefiel, sentenced to die for the 
1987 torture-slaying of 18-year-old 
Delores Wells of Terre Haute. 

Without comment, the justices 
let stand the Sept. 18, 1991, 
Indiana Supreme Court ruling that 
Benefiel received a fair trial in Vigo 
Superior Court Division 1. 

Al Hagan, Wells’ stepfather, said 
Monday he was “excited” by the 
justices’ refusal to hear the case on 
appeal. 

“I called Marg [Hagan’s wife and 
Wells’ mother] and she broke 
down,” Hagan said. “We assumed 
that the Supreme Court would just 
read the state Supreme Court 
rulings and uphold the conviction. 
But we were ready to go to 
Washington, D.C., to be there if 
they had a hearing.” 

Benefiel’s appeals process is far 
from over. 

Terre Haute attorney 
Christopher Gambill who, along 
with attorney Daniel Webber, 
represented Benefiel during the 


66 I didn't think they 
would take this 
case. The justices 
get thousands of 
cases and there 
were no novel con- 
stitutional ques- 
tions in this case. I 
was confident the 
conviction would be 
upheld. % 
— Philip Adler 
Vigo prosecutor 


1988 trial and appeal, said the 


filing of a writ of habeas corpus in 
U.S. District Court is the next 
likely step. 

“This is the conclusion of the first 
appeals step,” Gambill said. “But 
there is a multiappeals process.” 

Habeas corpus is a writ requir- 
ing that a prisoner be brought 
before a court to decide the legality 
of his detention. 

It will be a state public defender, 
not Gambill and Weber, who will be 
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walking Benefiel through the next 
appeal hurdle. Since the 1988 trial, 
both attorneys have left the Vigo 
Caynty public defenders’ office and 
„argi in private practice. 

Gambill said Benefiel has com- 
pleted a-form declaring himself a 
pauper, whichallows for appoint- 
mént of a state public defender. 

Terre Haute assistant police 
chief Joe Newport called the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision not to 
hear the appeal “good news.” He 
investigated the disappearance of 
Wells and another teen-ager, 
Aljsha Elmore, held. tive by 
Benefiel. The investgetion led to 


Benefiel’s arrest.” 

Elmore was the prosecution’s 
key witness in the murder trial. 
She testified she had seen Wells 
tortured by Benefiel during her 
own captivity by the 35-year-old 
man at his near-southside re- 
sidence. 

Vigo County Prosecutor Phillip I. 
Adler was “delighted” the Supreme 
Court let stand- the Indiana 
Supreme Court ruling. 

“This is one less appeals process 
we have to face,” Adler said. “I 
didn’t think they would take this 
case. The justices get thousands of 
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cases and there were no novel 
constitutional questions in this 
case. I was confident the conviction 
would be upheld.” 

Vigo Superior Court Division 1 
Judge Michael Eldred said he will 
await documents from the U.S. 
Supreme Court about the Benefiel 
matter before determining what 
his next step in the case will be. 

Benefiel’s wife, Marilyn Benefiel, 
was not available for comment 
Monday. 

The convicted aula remains 
housed on death row at the Indiana 
State Prison in Michigan City. 
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Attorney says slow pace 
justified by time crunch 


Ts JUE 3) 
By John Wright 
Tribune-Star 


The case of Bill J. Benefiel is 
a microcosm™~vt~ an~Ameriean 
court system that moves like a 
snail when it comes to executing 
its condemned prisoners. 

But an attorney who advises 
public defenders on capital cases 
said the pace is justified. 

Benefiel was sentenced to 
death Nov. 3, 1988, for the mur- 
der of Dolores Wells of Terre 
Haute. He had his latest appeal 
continued from last Monday to 
April 25, 1995. 

The defenders need the delay 
because they are overburdened 
with death-penalty cases, said 
Paula Sites, an Indianapolis 
attorney employed by the state. 

Sites said Benefiel’s team is 
too busy working other cases. 
They are in what she described 
as a “time crunch.” 

“There were a number of 
cases that have been pending for 
post-conviction relief, and then 
this spring the Supreme Court 
decided they wanted to move 
things along, and in 14 cases 
they issued orders saying ‘no 
more continuances — we want 
these completed by the end of 
the year, ” she said. 

The appeals process in capital 
cases has been criticized lately 
for its duration. National statis- 
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tics show death row inmates live 
an average 10 to 12 years while 
the process takes its course. 

The issue was brought to the 
forefront when John W. Gacy, 
who murdered 33 boys, was exe- 
cuted in Illinois on May 10 after 
serving 14 years on death row. 

Critics jabbed at the legal sys- 
tem for taking so long to kill 
Gacy. Some, like Gacy prosecu- 
tor Bob Egan, pointed to the 
length of time in filing appeals 
as the culprit — the same reason 
Benefiel has been delayed. 

“You can shorten the time 
limit,” Sites responds, “but you 
still have to provide the 
resources for the defenders to do 
their jobs. Creating an arbitrary 
deadline creates a risk of deny- 
ing people legitimate claims on 
their case — pudia inno- 
cence.” 

Only two men have been exe- 
cuted in Indiana since the death 
penalty was reinstated in 1977, 
Stephen Judy in 1981 and 
William Vandiver in 1985. Both 
waived their appeals. 
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Benefiel’s latest appeal is for 
post-conviction relief, which will 
mean a hearing in Vigo County 
Superior Court Division 1 on 
new or old evidence that could 
result in a new trial. 


Benefiel will be represented 
by four Indianapolis attorneys 
working for the state in the 
hearing before Owen Circuit 
Court Frank M. Nardi. Benefiel’s 
local attorneys and Judge 
Michael H. Eldred have all been 
sidelined, which is customary in 
death-penalty appeals. 


Nardi granted the delay after 
it was agreed upon by Benefiel’s 
attorneys Susan K. Carpenter, 
Kenneth L. Bird, Marie F. Don- 
nelley and J. Jeffreys Merryman 
Jr. and Vigo County Prosecutor 
Phillip I. Adler. 


Inmates on death row are not 
necessarily condemned to die. In 
fact, if one breaks down the 
appeals process into 10 stages, 
death row inmates are batting 
.500 when they reach stage No. 
8. Of the four individuals who 
have reached that level in Indi- 


ana, two had their cases 
reversed by the Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals at Chicago, 
Sites said. 

Both were Lake County cases. 
In one, Richard Dillon won a 
new trial, was convicted and is 
serving 60 years. In the other, 
James Brewer was sentenced to 
55 years in a plea agreement. 

More significantly, “con- 
demned” inmates also get freed. 
Charles Smith, on death row 
from Allen County, won a new 
trial and was freed on acquittal 
in 1991. 

Cases like Smith’s are rare. 
Nevertheless, Al and Marge 
Hagan, parents of Dolores Wells, 
say Benefiel winning his free- 
dom is their biggest fear. 

“Once they pull the switch, I 
know he’s not going anywhere. 
He’s not going to hurt anybody 
else,” Marge Hagan said. 

The Hagans are upset over 
the latest continuance because 
they weren’t notified by the Vigo 
County prosecutor’s office. 

The Hagans planned for 


months ahead to attend last 
Monday’s hearing, with Al tak- 
ing leave of absence from his job 
as a bus driver and Marge 
expecting to miss work as a cook. 


The continuance was granted 
April 19, but the Hagans weren’t 
informed until a few weeks ago, 
and found out by accident. “If 
she hadn’t called Judge Eldred’s 
office,” Al Hagan said, “we’d 
have been there in court.” 

Adler said it’s “our policy to 
notify victim’s families in major 
cases.” He doesn’t know why the 
Hagans weren't notified. 

Adler, who prosecuted Bene- 
fiel, said it would have been 
futile to oppose the latest delay. 
“It would’ve been granted any- 
way,” he said. 

“As far as Pm concerned, as 
long as Benefiel is locked away 
in prison and can’t harm any- 
body, I’m satisfied.” 

When Benefiel’s post-convic- 
tion relief hearing does take 
place, Adler said, “I am absolute- 
ly confident I will prevail in this 
hearing.” 


